“Wy-La-Zac-XaNe-Ka-Zhin”
The Man of the Journal

The Life and Times of

1871 — 1952

W.W. Graves attended schools under Father John Schoenmakers and the
missionaries who served the Catholic Osage Mission and the town of
Osage Mission. Then, he devoted much of his life to telling their story




See Distribution Note ithe Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin

The Man of the Journal
The Life and Times of W.W. Graves

Prepared for GravedemorialPublicLibrary,
St. Paul, Kansas

2013

[(] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

[i] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

Prepared for Graves Memorial Public Library
By Ron Brogan
Copyright 2013

See Distribution Statement inriéword

(Originally titled OoWho Was W,

[ii] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

Table of Contents

0T 0] o PO RPEP P PUPPPP 1.
The Scope Of thiS DOCUMENL.........ccoiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e e e e e e s annneeeas 2.
HOUSEKEEPING. ...ttt e e e e ek e e e e e s e e e e e e nn e e e e e s snnnneeeenns 3
Chapter An Over vi ew .of..Gr.av.e.d.s...Li.f.e . 4
The SCOPE OFf CRAPLEL. ..ot s e e e e e s e e e nnee s 4
Loretto, KENtUCKY ROOIS ... ... e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e annnes 5.
The Graves Family.........ooooiiiiiie e e s e e eee s 5
Comparisos Bet ween Kentucky and..W.... W...0.s...E.ut.uld
TO KANSAS 1N LB8L.....eeiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e s s bt e e e e s e ans b e e e e e eanb e e e e e s anbneeeeeeann 13
Why Did They Come t0 OSage MiSSIQNZ......c.uueiiiiiiiiiiiae et et ee e e e e sireeee e 13
FaMIIY BUSINESS. ...ttt ettt e e e bt e e e et e e e e e s ann b e e e e e e nnbneeeeneanns 14
Gr @V € SAMIDN.E. O UGttt e bbb e e 14
An Overview of his Adult Life in Osage Mission / St. Raul...........ccooviiiciiiiiiiieiie e, 17
His Appearance, Demeanor and Health...............ccvviiiiii e 17
Time Between Schoaind Entering the Newspaper BUSINESS.........cocoveeeiiiiicciiiiinnieeeeee e 18
HIS NEWSPAPET CArCEL.......uuuiiiiiieiie e e e e ee e ettt e e e e e e e e s et e et eeeaeesssssaasbebseareeeeaeaeessssnnnrenns 19
T = Lo [ TSR 21
A PONTICIAN. ...ttt e st e et et e e e e e 23
A BUSINESSIMIBN. ...ttt e e ekt e ek bt e e ea b et e e bt e e e b e e e e st e e e abe e e e nnbe e e ennneens 24
His Driving Passiofl History and WILING...........uueiiiiiee et e e e e e e 24
Civic and Church LEAdEISNID........uciiii e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaaes 25
A Prominent Law Enforcement FIgu@y ACCIAENT?.........oooviiieeiiiiiieee e 27
His Final Passiof The City LIDIAry.........cueeeoiiiiiiie et 27
Lasting Relationships Led to ENAUNG HONOIS.........uuviiiiiiiee e 27
Chapter 2 Editor and BUSINESSIMAIL. .....ccoiuuiiiieiiiiiieee e esiiiie e e et e e s ssre e e s sbae e e e e s snbe e e e s ssneereeeaans 29
The SCOPE OFf CRAPIEL.2......ciiiieeiie e s st e e e 29
Brief History of the JournaBefore GraVes.............coi it 29
POIITICS . ettt et e e e b e et e e e et b e e e e nane s 30
Personalities (BOYS BEING BOYS).......ccccuviiiiiiii ettt e e e e e e e e e e e 30
Some of the Journal EdIitodBefore Graves.............ccveiiiiiiiiieieiiiie e e 31
] 0T = €T oY PP 32

[iii] See Distribution Statement in Foreword

e

Kans .



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

A Precarious INtEINSNID........uuuiiiiiii e e e e e e e s rr e e e e e e e e e e e e e snnneeees 33
[T 0T g (=] g A @] g 1= oo o [=7 o) PP ERRRPR 33
EITOr GrAVES ...ttt et e st e s et e bt e et e e e e e an e 34
The Neosho County Journal and Saint Paul JOUAL.............cccceeiiiiiiiiic e 34
Outside Contracts Allow Improvements and EXPanSiON............ccooiiiieerieiiiieeeenieee e 35
ALH. T AL WEEKIY ...ttt e e et e e e e e s e e ate e e eeeeeeeeessannnennnnns 36
The Kansas KNIGRL.........oo e 37
Kansas Degree Of HONOI MESSENQET..........uuiiiiiiiiieeieiiiiee ettt e et annnee s 38
Other PUDIICALIONS. ........eiiiieiee et e e e s st e e e e e e e e e e nnes 38
Journal Operations and Main CharaCLerS...........oocuiiii e 38
Business Staffing and Partnerships...........oooiiiie e 39
BUSINESSIMAN GraVES.....ccciiiuiiiiieiiiiiieee ettt et e e srre e e sirre e e s s snneeeesssnnneeeessnnnnneessnnnnneeesnnnn A1
Printing @nd JOD WOTK.......ooo ittt a e 41
Livery and Harness SNOM..........oo i e e e e e e e e r e e as 42
AULOMODIIE BUSINESS. ...ttt et e et e et e e enn e 43
Theater / Convention HallS...........c.cviiiiiii e A
T TSV = Lo PO 44
Other BUSINESS NBB:.........oiiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt snne e e nnnee s D)
Wanted to Retire, N.e.ed.e.d...t.o..Ret.i.r.e....Co.u.l.db 0t
FAISE STANS...... .ttt n et e e e 47
FINAIY, @ BIEAK.......uuiiiiieiiiei et e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e re e e e e eaeeeessaanrbrrrrreeeeeeas 49
A SHIENTEHETQ. ...t e e e e e e et n e e 50
The ENd Of TREIOUIMNEL ... ittt e e e 50
Chapter 3 Historiand Author @ PUDIISNEE.........coo it 52
The SCOPE OFf CRAPIEr Bi. ... et e e e s st e e e s ebreeee e 52
The SPIrit OF @ HISTOTIAN........ . e e e e e s eee e 52
Other SMall WOIKS DY GIaVES.........uuiiiiiiiiiie ettt 57
A SEIIOUS INOTE. ...ttt e e e e r b e e e e e s bt e e e e b e et e e e enbbe e e e e aabe e e e e s enannees 57
LT 11 o RSP PO PPPRP 57
(@0 =Y 4] o SRR 57
Author Meets Publishé¥In This Case, the Same Man............ccocoiiiiiiiiiiciiiic e 58
Chapter 4 Anti-Horse Thief ASSOCIALION..........uuuiiiiiiiei e 59
The SCOPE Of CRAPLEE 4.t e e e e s e e e e e e e aaae e e e s s e nanrrraneeeaeas 59

[iv] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

A Brief HiStory Of the A, H. T, A e e e e e e r e e aaaaaeeeaans 60
Operation and PHNCIDIES .. ..ueiiiie e e e e e e e e s st reeeaaaaeeessasansnreeees 61
INFIUENCE AN IMPOITANCE. ... ..ueiiiiiie e e e e e e e e s s s s e b e ereereeaeaeeesssannnes 62

A.H.T.A. In Southeast Kansas and NEe0SN0 COUNLY..........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e 63

Contract to Print thA. H. T. A, NEWS ... ..o snnne s 65

A Young Businessmands Peur.s.pec.t.i.v.e..of...a..\Ni6§i

Shaping the OrganiZatiQn............ceeoiiiieiiee e e e s e e e s annneed 69

Leadership and INFIUBNCE.........ooo e e e 71

Summary History Of the NEWSPAPET.........cuuiiieeiiiiie et e e 72

Chapter 5 Man of the Journa His Final MONtNS............ccccciiiiiiieineeeiieeee e L A

Sharp Mind vs. FailiNg BOGY.........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et 14

LiDrary Was @ PrIOTITY. .......ouieiii ittt e et e e e e e e e e e s snbeeeeeeaan 74

Honoring an OEst eeme.d..Ci.t.i.Z.e N0 e, 76
1) A Vatican Knighthood of The Order of St. GIregOLY.......cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiee e 78
2) An Honorary Membership of the Osage Tribe.......ccccccooiiiiii e, 79

BUSY 10 The ENG....uuiiiiiiiiiceecc e e e e e e e e e s e e e r e e e e e e eaaaaeeeeeannd 80

AppPeNdix AD The OWENS LEIMEIS.......ccoii it eee e e e e e e s s e e e e e e e e e s s eeesaarebreaeeeeas 1

N OIVZ=T 0 gl o TST g ST K 1 0 TR 1

Y o I T 3 PSR 1

N o 3 A G F I | C 3 2

0N F- T =T Y2 O T R 1 1 USSP 2

= T A TR T L SRR 3

Appendix Bd Journal Editorial CommentdName Change..........ccueeveeiiieiieeieiiiiee e eeeeee e 1
Editorial Comment Of MArCh L7, L85, .. ...ttt r et e e et e e r e et e eeereeeenaneeens 1
Editorial Comment Of JUIY LBO5 ... ... e e e 1

Appendix C3 Notes and Clips about Abe Steinberger...........cocovviiiiiiiiiiii 1

Three Clips from the Howard, KanSas ALBa:.............ooiccuuiuiieiiiieieee e eeiereeeeeraaa e e e s e e nesneaaeeees 1.

He Got Into a Little Troublen KanSas City.........ciiiriiiiiiiiieee et 2.

He Sold His Paperl ... .Q0lhe Gri pO.i ... 2

Abeds Time in.Cr.awf.or.d. . Count. Y. ... 3

ADE anNd KanSAS POIICS:......coiiiiiiiiii ittt 4.

Link Between Abe Steinberger and Father Paul Ponzigliane:.........ccccccceveeeeiiiiiiccivieeneeeeeeeen 4

Appendix D- Pictures Shows, Meeting Halls and ConfuSion............cccevvveveeee e, 1

[V] See Distribution Statement in Foreword

| ance



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

CONVENTLION HaL......coiiie et e e 1
GraVES Hall....ooieii e 4
TWO SErUCLUIES 10N PIACE ... it 5.
APPENIX E-THE NOTEPAM. ... et e s e e e s e s e e e e e snnnreeeeanes 1
Personal NOtes 18FRLBO8B.........coouiieiiiiieiiie ettt e et e bt e e st e e e s aabeeeannneeenneas 2.
I 10 A T8 o (=3O SPPESRRR 3
AppendiX FO ThE JOUMNAI IMAIL........coouiiiiiiie ettt e e be e e e saae e enr e e e 1.
Appendix GA His Desk and Card CatalOQUE............uuiiiiiiiiieee et eiiiee e e e e s snreee e anes 1
References and ADDIEVIALIONS. ........ocooiiiiiiiei ettt e s e e s e e e s snn e e e e e s anneeee s 1.

[vi] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Times of William Whites Graves

Foreword

iWe have organized a Neosho County Historical S
of data that was about to be lost. Neosho County is much richer in early history
than even our own-W WoGraves, 1838¢'al i z e 0

William Whites Graves wrote about history, #melcaptivatindpistorical charactetBatbrought

commerce Christianityeducatiorand civilization to our region. He described the effect the Native

Americans had on our community and made it very clear that St. Paul, Kehsdi;g many of our older

families would not exist without our Osage brothers and the generosity they abdlaey left us. Graves

wrote about politics, hourtheuwsewaliycabbusingss mehgroesanidi ng d s ,
scoundrels. Ithebooks he wrote hdepicteda pretty clear picture of the earliest chapters of Kansas

history which airted in our own back yard nearly two hundred years aghadH& passion for literature

and history and in hisownwordsd . have al ways writtené’because | <col

The purpose of this brief s tnfodnatiorofdra §saphiclispltatr av e s 6 s
wasdesigned fothe St. PaulKansadibrary that bears his name. It has been more than sixty years since his
death and it is clear that few peotphlee choemneu nkintoywd sa
esteemed and honored citiZen at t h e t° Tne prablem with studyihg @raves is that he

wrote voraciously about others, but with only a few exceptions he said very little about himself. But he did
leave many tracks in the form of newspaperiac | es, some of which he clippe
of Osage Mission6 and O0Annals of St. Paul 6. Many
wrote and are available on microfilm. Also, the impact he left on Kansas historyrtetb athiee about

him. For examplehere are several short articles about Graves on the Kansas State Historical Society web
siteand in their archives

Perhaps the best personal insight into the way W. W. Graves thought and conducted his life and busines
are included in two of his books about his newspaper buaittsother passion in his life, the Anti
Horse Thief Associatiol\(H.T.A.).

1. Gravesd oOMaking Money (Wetbkbatt €ou msteckyisthight Mpapg D
forward account of wo he did business. The Introduction starts with a litany of statements
intended to tell the reader that he is not preaching about how business should be done, just how he
ran his business. He does not claim to be an expert but he was, in fact, @cpestyus publisher
and businessman. This book does, however, provide prettyigmminto factors that influenced
him and the way he conducted himself in life.

2. His Origins and Principles of the Ahtorse Thief Association might be described labar of
love, as was his participation in the association itself. This book provides a lot of insight into his
opinions on justice, law enforcement and morality.

! Quoted from a letter to Sister Lilliana Owén&ugust 13, 1931
Taken from an ohbSt FEranaiss Cemeyery, il 832094 @ au v ino o .
% StPaul Journal (Journal) front page obituary for W. W. Graves, July 24, 1952
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Anotherbrief but personaource of information about his early life andapigetitefor history is a series

of letteshe wrote to Sister Lilliana Owens during the e
responded to questions about his life in Kentucky and his family. His birthplace was also in the birthplace

of the Sistersf Loretto anche had much in common with St. Paul native Sister Ov&ms waslso a

historian.

He also |l eft personal hints in another smal/l book
Newspapersé provi des br iteafwer active in Neosho Goéinty sluging ¢he a | ne
late 19 century and early 2@entury. While descriptions are generally brief and factual the book is

sprinkled with a few comments tlethe reader know what he thought about some of his predecessors or
contemporaries. Some comments are complimeftaoyne not so much. But opinions are what kept

some of these early editors going. Graves seldom pulled punches with regard to the political position of his
own newspaper. The Journal was a democratgpaper and if readers disagreed with the political

opinions stated withihd there were other newspapers; But Graves would support an opposing candidate if

he believed it was the right thing to do.

His most ambitious work, thetwoo | ume O Hi B0 o€ g u o ff ythid enoskdgthiled studf

a countyds history in the state. Here, again, th
used in his daily |ife. As he notedsijnola. Gelpar at
certainly was not lazy. In fact his ambition and work ethic probably caused him to push himself beyond
physical bounds on some occasions. There are several accounts of health issues, ulcers, and a need for rest
mentioned in his workind Journkarticles In later years he contracted chronic health problems that
undeniablycaused frustration as his body wore down but his mind remained sharp. His Foreword to

OHi story of Neosho County, Vol ume | I létiomoéthel ect s wun
book others, and a bit of frustration with how they did it. He knew that his county was one of the most
formative areas in Kansas history and he wanted it done right.

I n studying a personds | ife yWuw. Gravaswas thatofaevans i ons .
intelligent, competitive and religious young manansthlidwork ethic. He had strong and defining senses

of morality, justice, ethics and of politics, both personal and public. He connected himself with the right
peopleearly on; and then liéis personadttributes carry hi through an exceptional life.

The Scope of this Document

As previously noted, the purpose of this document is to gather and present information that will be used to
develop a graphic display. At thme of writing the plan is to present the display in five parts, or graphic
panels:
T Partl-An Overview of Gravesodo Life
Part 2- Editor, Businessman, Citizen
Part 3- Historian, Author, Publisher
Part 4- Anti-Horse Thief Association
Part 5- Man of theJournald His Last Days

This document is arranged with five chapters conforming to each of these parts. In final form, the
ooverviewd panel of the display, a-tiedwiththeoth®@vervi ew

=A =4 =4 =

[2] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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parts; and details wile presented in subsequent chapters (or graphic panels). Obviously, there is much
more to the complex and interesting |ife of W W
details will be shown herein and then the hard work cdmlisslling Mr. Graves into 40 square feet of

graphic boardsSince some of the material covers more than one phties or chaptersome repetition

was unavoidable.

Housekeeping
There are a few items that need to be clarified up front:

What was Mr. Graves adl? | thought | would learn about his nickname or the name close friends called

him. However,n the sources used to assemble this paper | ran across a few references to Will Graves

Young Will, Bill and even onase ofWillie. Beginning sometimeintie9 306s Gr aves even b
to himsel f, in editori al s Butbyahdlarge WaW. Graved seemsbte s |, as
have gone by the simple O0OW. W.O6 Unl e s susualybem r ef e
caledoW.W.6orj ust dHéeimv es 0

There aresome things, probably importathiat | have not resolved. Either data does not exist or | simply
have not found it vyet. For example, the period o
Instituteand the beginning of his newspaper internship presents several questions regarding his involvement
with his fatherds store and t hherefdcts praopénemded | wif hi s
point these out and | will not hypothesiztnaut clearly saying so. | believe the information given herein at

least meets thatentstated in the Scope above and further study is needed to close some gaps.

In an attempt to keep things flowing in the maifylbaf the document | have moved maleyails to
appendicesln some cases the appendix material goes well beyond the scope of this paper but if | found
the information interesting maybe others will too.

Is this document exhaustive? No. After takitigstfarit is beyond the point of g able to graphically
tell Mr. Grave8story. But | cannot help but believe there is at least one more layer to his onion that can be
peeled back. That can come later.

DistributionNote:

This document isopyrighted (effective 2013) angs prepared:

1 For the purpose stated abdv® develop a storyline for the Graves Library display

1 Forfuture expansion into a more complete publicatioout W.W. Graves and the other topics
included herein.

As such, this document is the property of the wiifRenaldBrogariiand shall not be distributed to

persons other than those who have received it directly from the writer. Persons who have received the
document from the writeare welcoméo use it as a research and reference source; and to borrow excerpts
on a reaonable basiddowever, printing opublication of the document, chapters or large sections of the
document isiot allowed without written permission.

[3] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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Chapterl-An Overview of Graveods

W. W. Graves attended St. Francis Institution under Father John Schoenmakers
and the Jesuits who founded Osage Mission and conducted missionary work
across a broad region. Then, he devoted much of his life to telling their story.

To most people in St. Paul W. W. Graves is a name on the front of their public Hocite library card

manycarry in their purse or wallet. A few people, when asked, will venture an opinion that he was a
newspaper man who once ran a now defunct-toallpaper. A few years ago one person even told me

he was an attornéyan opinionthat got me thinking that Mr. Graves needed some honest recognition

within his community. | believe that most people haxelittle idea of théascinatingnd historic events

that circulated around a tall, spindly man who not only rectiidextoriemboutone of the most
historcally rich regions in Kansas; but s o became history. Gravesdo stor
dramatic stories of frontier Kansas and his name has become a footnote in historic works written around the
world.

If W. W. Graves had decided to be a newspaper man and printer, a historian, a publisher a civic leader, an
entrepreneurial business man or a law enforcement official he probably would have been successful. But

he did all of this and was successful. Notthafhislidi dndt have sdmewhbtakmps and
chancesccasionallfail and he was the first to say he failed in some endeavors. But Graves left marks on

his beloved community that endues®n if his name had faded from those accomplishments.

The Scope of Chapter 1

In keeping with the goal of the Foreword, this chapter provides a very high level story of the life of W. W.
Graves, with ties, where appropriate, to the remaining four chapters of this do@apter 1 is
presented in three main st

a) His first ten years in the Loretto Kentucky area and the impact the location and his upbringing
might have had on his life.

b) The familyds move to Osage Mission in 1881 and
Francis Academy

c) An overview of his adult life with links into the remaining four chapters of this paper. This
included is overall appearance and demeanor, entry into journalism, marriages, civic participation,
businessesic.

[4] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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Loretto, Kentucky Roots

William Whites Grares was born on a farm in the moonshine district of central Kentucky on October 26,
1871. Much of his Kentucky life is traced to the three Kentucky counties of Nelson, Muation
Washington (

Fgure 3); and many of the prominent locations and events he discussed occurred within a short distance
from Manton, Kentucky. Graves was baptized in Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Manton and his middle
name O Whi t es of pastar Fatherihitesiehontmptized hirm a letter to Sister Lilliana

Owens he describes a location for his the Graves home place that seems to be southeast of Manton:

olt appears to me that on our waydmgome from Lc
we followed the road towards Manton until after we crossed a toll bridge over the creek,

then we turned to the right up a creek vdllbutary of the creek on which Manton is

located. Just before we got to a schooldmesturned to the left, aodr house was on

the top a ridge back® some distance from the ro

The omoonshine districtoé of Kentucky was in and e
recallsawarenessf several stills near his home including one that was raidedawithénof the Graves

farm. The moonshine business in this region flourighe@ventually evolved into several of the more
prominent distilleries premiumibarbddsprodueed at&dreddlim s . Ma k
Beam and several other idalown brands of spirits are distilled just east of Manton.

But distilled liquor would not fobmostofhiglifes\W.W. i t t hat
would focus much of his attention on the coueamgkspiritualitypf a group of Lorettgistersvho traveled

from nearbyNerinxto Kansas twenfgur years before his birth. One of these missionary sistsitse

subject of one of his bodks

The Graves Family

It is believed that the Graves family emigrated from iithglad originally settled in Maryland during the
mid-1600s. A later generation of the family moved over the mountains into Kematikijs regarding
the early history of the Graves family are linfited.

William Whites was the oldest of eight childredatin Paul (P.) Graves and Miner&allardGrave&
W. W. was born at the home of his motherds parent

* Some sources say that Graves was baptized in Blincoe, KY and this is also true. The town of Manton was
founded as Blincoe in or before 1844 and the name was changed duringdhé ine 19003 s . Th
Rosary Catholic Church shown in

FHgure 3was also started in about 1844 (Source Wikipedia).
*Letter dated Januar y 20, 1985. Se v er appendighdotTlieerOwensvettefst en t o S
® Life and Times of Mother Bridget Hayden; Copyright 1938, W. W. Graves

"The information regarding Graves®6 famil y shhichisiawilabledrant e st ry we
several internet sources.

8 Graves refers to himself as the oldest of eight children more than once, but it appears as though J. P and Minexda actually h
eleven children, but only eight of which were alive as graves wasugranvidgage Mission. A brother Robert died in Kentucky

[5] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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Nelson County side of the Nelsbfarion County line.When he was four months old he and his parents
moved to a farm in Marion County in the area east of Manton. He lived here until he wadsakien

family moved to the old Graves family homestead near Bear Wallow, Kentucky. The family remained here
until they moved to Kansas.

J.P. Graves was tben of Joseph Graves and Matilda Simpgdo®. was born just eight miles from the
birthplace of Abraham Lincolandwas also baptized in the Manton church. Joseph Graves was married
twice first to a Miss Harlow and then to Matilda SimpsdnP. wathe youngest child of the second
marriage. J. P. had two kaffters from the first marriage who became sisters of Ldxeitber W. W.
nor his father knew much about these sisters except they were likely founding members of the Sisters of
Loretto.

According to one sourcd. P. was married twice The first marriage was to E
date of this marriage is not known. A relative remembered visiting J. P. and Lizzie in Kentucky. The

location is not noted but they lived in anshdck in the woodsShe also recal&ssuitcaseontaining what

were probably medicines that he peddled. Another relative siuédtad a copy of anwatisement
(undated}hatlistedJames Graves, Springfield, KY, as an agent for Morgan's Hygienic Vegetable Oil Soap.
There are no children recorded from this marriage but the relative noted abeaiiieise a

granddaughter of J. P. There is no information given on whetheathiaga ended in divorce or the

death & Lizzie.

The second marriage was to Minerva Balldvtinerva was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Matson
Ballard and her mothero6s family was named Scissel
thefarm where W. W. was born. Her father was Matson Ballard and she had one brother named Gonza.

Mi nervads sister fnraoctrhierd Ri.c hPar dGraamnvde ssbtomea ldf t he
Wallow. Family information about J. P. and Mirerl s f a mi | vy in Figurelsmvhichiipegins on e d

the following page.

W. W. says relatively little about his father or his professiosuggestedbove J. P. ght have been a
salesmabeforeor duringhis marriage to his Minerva. After they relocated to Osage Mission J. P. became

a merchant, reported to have owne GamiyBusmeds haannd o n e
olime Between Sclod andEntering theNewspaper Busingss b el ow) . After he and
to Indiana, he was employed as a coal miner.

before the move to Kansas. A second brother George Madison died, as an infant, at Osage Mission. A sister, Litlian, was bor
1897 after Gravesd parent s raedtletagrtbietrdof Hissistdr thhatd wene aight GraWs sibdlings h e t
at Osage Mission / St. Paul.

° The Graves Family Association website includes extensive information about the surname of Graves, Greaves, Grave, Grieve,
Grieve, and all other variations of that name for all time periods, worldwide. Information about the Joseph andsXamilgrave
generally matches information from W. .W. himself, local birth and death records and the Randy Dunavan database. Information
regarding J. P. Graves earlier marriage to Lizzie Mudd and his profession as a salesman has not been found elsewhere.
http://www.gravesfa.org/

[6] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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Figurel ¢ Family of John Paul and Minerva Ballard Graves

JamesPaul (JP.) Grave$ Father

Born: April 12, 1850Qin Loretto, KY

Married (1): Lizzie Mudd in Kentucky.

Married (2): November 15, 187(n Kentucky/ Divorced about 1904
Died: November 3, 194 Linton, IN

J. P. Graves was described as a common laborer by. @Wrakes and
this might have pertained to his time in Kentucky. After moving t
Kansas J. P was a merchant who owed more than one local bus
during the familyds 13 years

Minerva Ballard GravesMother

Born: March 24, 1852n Kentucky

Married: James P. Graves, November 15, 1870/Divorced about 1
Died: May 7, 1910n Linton, IN

Little more is known about Minerva except that J. P. divorced her
about 1904 after their move to Indiana. At the time of the divorce
of her children were in the@18 age range.

William Whiteso W.  @favésson

Born: October 26, 187hear Manton, KY

Married: Emma C. Hopkins, April 30, 1897; deceased July 30, 1¢
Married: Susie Gibbons, October 1941.

Died: July 24, 195k St. Paul, KS

The remainder of this document is dedicated to Mr. Graves.

[7] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

Addie L. Graves, Daughter
Born: July 12, 1872&ear Manton, KY
Died: July 1960believed to be at Linton, IN

Addie married George Haag but the date and location of the wed
are unknown.George Haag was a coal miner at Linton, In

RobertGraves, Son
Born: June 12, 1878%ear MantonKY
Died: March 4, 1879 (Age-132 years) near Manton, KY

According to W. W. Graves, Robert was buae®t. Rose. This
might refer tdSt. Rose Priory Catholic Church cemetery which is r
Springfield, KYand about eight miles southeast of Man®i.Rose
was the site of one of the first Catholic educational facilities west
Allegheny Mountains

Alice T. Graves, Daughter
Born: April 11, 1877near Manton, KY
Married to George Fitzpatrick, date of wedding unknown

Died: May 13, 1964n Linton, IN

ThomasA. OArthuré Graves, Son
Born: June 19, 18781 Kentucky

Married: Rose Hubbard, date unknown

Died: May 13, 1964n Linton, IN

Some sources say Arthur was born in St. Paul but his birth date i
before the family moved to Kansas in 1881. He was a farmer ani
else is known abotim.

[8] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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Mary lda Graves, Daughter
Born: March 26, 1881in Osage Mission (St. Paul), KS
Died: February935in Kenosha, WI

There is no additional information available for Mary Ida.

Charled C h a Rithare Graves, Son

Born: March 5, 1886n Osage Missio(St. Paul)KS
Married: September 25, 1924 Edna Rader
Died: April 2, 1949in Linton, IN

Charley was originally a miner and, after leaving mining, became
farmer. It is also noted in Standard History of Kansas that he als
workedin a lumber yard.

James Edwandl E dsfaves, Son

Born: February 16, 188in Osage Missio(5t. Paul)KS
Married October 21, 19160 Genevieve Stebbins
Died: April 24, 1982in Tampa, FL

Jamesd occupation has b ehlamacisto
According to Standard History of Kansas Ed also lived in Columb
and/or DaytonOhio for a time.

George Madison Graves, Son
Born: March 7, 1890n Osage Mission (St. Paul), KS
Died: January 4, 18%ih Osage Mission (St. Paul), KS

Georgadied from pneumonia as an infant and is buried in the
commons area of St. Francis Cemetery. Some sources have co
George Madison with Georgette Graves. After inspecting burial
records at St. Francis Church, this was an error that could be ma
to the way the O0M{ iwad owrkist tle

[9] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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JosephPaul Graves, MD, Son

Born: 1894 in Osage Mission, (St. Pad§
Married to Valerie Brachman (date unknown)
Died: January 16, 19/ Kenosha, WI

Joseph Graves was a mgabldoctor. According to Standard History
Kansagshe studied medicine in Valparaiso, Indiana.

Lillian M Graves, Daughter

Born: June 9, 1891 Indiana

Died: 1973 in ZenidL

Addie Married R. L Street, presumably of Indiana

Lillian was born aftehe Graves family moved to Indiana. Sheis n
counted among the eight or nine graves children.

Figure2 - The Graves Brothers (From LefCharlie, Arthur, Joe, W. W., JameExact date isinknown but
probablythe early 1940¢ L}2 adadaAote& |G GKS GAYS 2F W t & DNI B¢
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Comparisons Between Kentucky alid ~ WEutbire Kansas Life

There are some interesting comparisons between the Ganilgslocatiorin Kentucky angroungw.
W. 0 s e ih Kansas:

1 The connection between the Sisters of Losfttanding place anthe current motherhouse has
already been noted. The ordeasfounded in Loretto anthe Nerinx motherhouseés minutes
awayfrom Loretta Both of these are, by current travel standardgminutes from Manton.

1 While he did not know them personally, having two-ateps who were early members of the
Loretto Order surely had an influence when he did héslat wor k r egartdied ng t he L
Jesuitsandthe Osage Mission.

9 In addition to theihome places; the Graves family also had close connections with the village and
church of Holy Cross, Kentucky. Holy Cross is considered to be the birthplace of Catholicism in
Kentucky. The town ad church were formed in 1785 when a league of Catholic families pledged
to relocate from Maryland to Kentucky to faanaatholic communityThey held services in
private homes and chapels until 1Wd#nthe first Catholic Church in Kentucky was katioly
Cross In 1823 the curreririck structure was builfAs graves began his historical study of his
Kansas home some paralleisuldcertainly be evident:

0 The Osage Catholic Mission has been called the cradle of Catholismuthiern Kansas.
0 The Mission was cfmunded by the Sisters of Loretto friNerinx

o During the posCivil War westward expansion, Osage Mission attr@etiblic settlers
because of its existing church and schools. Many of these gattlgiing the Graves
Family,came fromKentucky.

1 Finally,Graves had the highest regard for Itébiam Father Paul Ponziglione who did wWidsed
missionary work frorthe Osage Mission. Graves knew Father Ponziglione and dedicated much of
his historical writing tinelegendary Jesuit circuitrider One of Fat kider Paul 6s
assignments was at St. Josepho6s Coll ege at Bar
Mantort®. Also, another of the Osage Mission Jesuit missionaries, Father PhitpnCséeved
at Bardstown. It is not known exactly when Fr. Colleton was in Bardstown but it was likely in the
middle 1850sWhile notaswek hown as Fr . Ponziglone, Fr . Col |
widespread and prolific.

10 Eather Ponziglione, an Italian nobleman by birth, arrived in the United States in August of 1848. After two briefsagsignment
Cincinnati, OH and Florissant, MO, he was appointed assistapttopha st or of St . Josephds Coll ege
While at Bardstown, an old friend Bishop John Baptist Miege, S. J. requested him to accompany him to the Kansas isissions. Th
invitation led to his missionary career in the land of the Q&mece: Beacon On the Plains, Chapter XI. Sister Mary Paul

Fitzgerald, Copyright 1939)

[11] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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To Kansas in 1881

In February of 1881 J. P. and Minerva Graves took a leap of faithotlisdnds were taking in those days.
They gathered up belongings and their five children, pulled upandtmoved to the Kansas frontier.

On a chilly winter nighthey arrived at a relatively new and bustling community in the southeast corner of
Kansas named Osad@ission. The things W. W. @ves would witness and learn tearé the people he
metduring the next 25 yearsefta defining impression on his lifBuring the followingeventyears

Graves would become a father of this new commanidya prominenliteraryfigure

Why Did They Come to Osage Mission?

The reason the Graves family came to Osage Mission requires some spe@uahased on the
population trend of the period and the family background some assumptions seem logical.

First, after the Civil Wathe Missouri/Kansas border region settled down after a 16/&adperiod of

unrest and violence. With peace stabilizing, and the removal of the Osage and other tribes to reserves, the
floodgates opened for the multitudes dfleses. These families were looking for a new and better way of

life and the security offered by the rapidly developing communities on the frigiatngr of these

communities were founded by entrepreneurs who believed they could develop a new cilycalound

resources and their personal business knowledge. The smartest of these businessmen knew that in order to
attract settlers, many with strong immigrant faith, their community must offer two importandfeatures

church steeple and a school bell.whs like Humboldt were stabilized by local businessmen who were not
necessarily of the Catholic faith, but invested in the startup of a church with tierigsionaries.nlthe
specificcases of Humboldt, the missionary priests fwenethe Osage Mision. But Osage Mission was

different. By the time the westward expansion startedlmtéeiis866 s t he church and scho
established and growing. By 1881 the original Osage Manual Labor schools had evalsgstémoof

welkknown publicschools supplemented by prestigious@®m d womends col |l eges. Tt
large, stone church being built on the east edge of town made Osage Mission a very attractive stop for young
families |ike the Graves?od.

Second, and requiring more conjget was J. P. and Minerva Giss/g&amily background and faitiihe

Graves ancestors were among many Catholics who fled Maryland to Kentucky in search of religious

freedom during the? century. Asaresyv. W. 6 s parent s wewvasenotodyi sed i n ¢
predominantly Catholic but was the founding center of Catholicism in Kentucky. In addition to the Sisters

of Loretto,whose convent was very close to their home, other religious orders were founded or located near
them. Also,twoofJ.#s aunt s we rmembers &f #he Lyretto Orden.d i n g

The real reason for their move is not known. Buttaesagounding center of their faith, including the
Loretto and Jesuit schools in Osage Mission, might have served as a beacon guiditigeineeavt
frontier Kansas home. Theacon on thelains had that effect on hundreds of other séttleBased on
existing, local bloodlines, this was the reason several St. Paul families ended up here.

“"Beacon on the Plains is the title of Sister Mary Raul Fitzg
Mi ssi on. T he ttoehe effech theemassian inadl in inigallyeprowding support and comfort to the earliest Kansas
settlers and Native Americans.
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Family Business

W. W. referred to his father ascammon laborer who received an average pay of one dollar a day for his

labor?. This reference was to his childhood daysnaaygbetheir life in Kentucky. It is not known what

J. P. did immediately after tharrivedat Osage Mission, but within a caupf yearshe was establishing

himself as a merchant.n®sage Mission Journal article of March 4, 18&®tions J. P. opening a sales

and commi ssion yard at t helndauhedf1B3ghe opengdbasecétnd mber vy a
hand store oriSouth Main Streéf. Later accounts talk about a grocery store with a meat market but it is

not known if J. P. operated all of the businesses at oneltime. J . P. GWaW.el®d obi tuary
mentioned that J. P. oOhel ped erect the present ba

The Graves family business, as it affected WiNénhe got older, is described later in Digapter But
fornowi t i s fair to say that young Williambds career

Gravesd Education

W. W. Graves began his education in Kentucky public schools and continued in the Osage Mission

public schools. When he was big enough to work he had to help as much as he could to support his family.
By the time he was fourtedre began to think about the future and thought he mightevhata druggist.

It was then that hexperienced a revelation that seems advanced for a feyeteelu.

A friend helped hinsecure a job in a Parson drug starkere, for several month&e washed bottles,

hauled dirt, cleaned the premisasd didthe family chores for a mere pittance and his board. Then he

quit so he could go back to school. According to Graves, the most important thing he learned at the drug
store was that he did riaiowvery muchSincehe had very little education he had oornfdation on

which to build. He looked at this experience as one of the most important lessons 6t Hissfiierred

ambition that allowed him to finish public school one yeard@arig by then he no longer wanted to be a
druggist.

When he finished the public school his father told him he would have to bear lespameedyut he

could continue to board at home if he helped with the garden and woodpile. And then one of the
opportunities that seem to have graced hidifie timeto-time came to him.The vicepresident of the

local Jesuit College recognized some promise in Graves and offered him free tuition if he wanted to finish
his education. He knew this opportunity to attend St. Francis Institution would be his onlyoai@ince t

an advanced education and he seized it.

Graves was a good student at the college but he worked hard for his education. The school observed an
8:00am to 4:0(bm class schedule with a standardtane lunch break, and unlike preselaty colleges

these were classroom hours. In hidofirsh i s f a mibdargidgsuleb stilhapplied. He came

home from school, did his home chores until darid then his mother cleared a spot on the kitchen table

for him tospread out his books. He then sedluntil 10:00 or so seven days a week.

2 source; Making Money With a Country Newspaper, pg. 2.
13 Neosho County Journal, March 14, 1883
1% Source; Making Money With a @otry Newspaper, pg., 2.
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W. W. Did well at the college and graduated with honors. The grade ckigsre® suggest that he did
better as he progrestand he did graduate with honoke graduated in the spring of 1891 and was in the
last class before the college was closed by the Jesudtsicle in the June 25, 1891 issue of the Osage
Mission Journal notesthatW/ / | Gr av es gremiuns and & gol ingd#l atthe v e n
commencement of St. Francis Col/l ege, Tuesday. O

While Graves excelled scholastically at St. Francis, the school also taught him about how he would live his
life. In this passage from his book Making Money With a Courgwspaper he talks about the rivalry
and sense of competitiveness that influenced him:

oThere were students In the college from sever

A rivalry soon sprang up as to which would make the best grades in thekctagtwo

monthly examinati ons. Those who [ ived here
attended the school by day only. The outsiders boarded at the college and we dubbed the

oni ght h a whbaskdor tacanwe they@ame us. Naturaly formed two

factionsand the rivalry was often very keen.

owWwhat has this to do with making money [ n a
question you are prompted to ask here. It has lots to do with my case. The rivalry fired

our ambition and the way il work to get ahead of each other was the sour of much

amusement and satisfaction to the faculty and college officials, as well as of great benefit to

us. We did not carry our rivalry into nightshirt parades, or hazing parties, as some schools

have doneince then. High points on the grade card was the goal. In my class the day
dodger 6s were i n the minority, hence we did
and the final score showed a student from Omaha and the writer as the leaders in the two
factions. The grades were so near a tie there was no room for rejoicing on either side.

As | now look back upon that period | can see how great an influence that rivalry has had

we

co

no

upon the years that have foll owegstlifand | put opep

convinced me | could win if | tried hard enough. | formed habits that have remained with

me and have been potent factors In making t he

As wi |l |l be seen | ater, Gmnhgditutemnmudthavebeen nmided by ifeve nt s
prominent St. Paul citizedsa fact that served him well later in life.

[15] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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An Overviewof his Adult Life in Osage Mission / St. Paul

His Appearance, Demeanor and Health

W. W. Graves was a big man. This was a fact that escapes
me until we started collecting photographs. Many of t§
most familiar pictures of him were portraits or newspap

photos taken at the time of his award banquet in 1952.

then he was old, his health was failing him and he was

confined to a wheelchair.
him standing withis colleague and nephew Fielding
(Hoppy) Hopkins that | realized he was well over six fe
tall (

Fgure3). | personally knew Hoppy and recall he was in
560t®86506 96 range and Gr a
above him. During his early days with Abe Steinberger R
Graves described himself @s otall and hun
|l ooking6 and apparently W, s\t ayed. - hr;-s\way.

It is hard to describe the overall personality and demeanor

of a person you did not know; and who has been deacFigure5-W. W. Graves (left) and Fielding
more than ¥ centuryBased on some research and a Hopkins (1938) He Was a Tall Fellow.
couple of infomal interviews, thré@words stuck in my

mindddost oi c6, Oseriousdé and O0scarydé (but not too sc

His writing is to the point and mmnsensgandwith a bit of the flourish that seemed common at the time.
But he did inject some dry humor from timetime. On occasion he was fun®lso, given the success of
his business and other endeavors he must have been a pretty effective communicator. His writing also
supports this assumption.

| had he opportunity to talk to two of Fielding Hopkbadult clidrenin recent yearS While the
conversations were unrelated and more than two ye
kind of scary or intimidating. Bopeoplequ al i fi ed their remark by saying
both were young when they knew him and hislaikyframe and stoic demeanor put thememige at

first. Karen Steinbacher sdicht Graveand hissecondwife Susie were good with them but they just had

to warm up to him to be comfortable. Also, they weumg enoughthaith ey di dn & twhene me mber
hewasingood healttKk ar en was about twelve at the time of W

| also spoke with Francis Grosdidier who also remembered W. W. from his own youth. He remembered a
very tall man who was friepdah nature. Francis said the main thing he remembeced @paves was he
was interested in history and he seemed very intelligent.

5 spoke with Fieldingds daughter Karen Steinbacher in June

March of 2011

17



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal
The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

Regarding health, his early yeaust have been robustnsidering the workload uldhavelikely held

in his youngeyears. Bt by middle agéne might have succumbtxone of the maladies of hard work

and stresd ulcers. A November 1913 Journal article reported he was using the starvation treatment to ease
ulcerthe problem. Hewas 42 atthetinkky t he mi ddl e 192006s he appears
from some of his business commitmémsaus®f health, or because he needed a rest.

In May of 1936he fell seriously ill at a Democratic Party convention in Wichita. He was hospitalized in
Pasons and underwent a O0ser i ou sputhimanrthe bosptalfamo per at i o
month andaid him up for some time.

By the time he ent er ed etiendedbsences$ from thépadmer andevash ad t ak e
seriously tryingtfind a buyer. By the time he washéAvas on a cruel decliédis body was playing out

but, from research evidendee was still very sharp and this must have been frustrating. His later health

will be discussed more @hapters.

Time Between Scluwd andEntering théNewspaper Business

Thetimef r ame bet ween Gr av eisndunegpfrl89d andugustoinl89 isvague,bw | | e g e
several significant events are noted:

1 In July of 189]a Journal article noted that Will Graves had purchasddttrest of J. P. Graves in
the general store at Country and Main.

f The J. P. Graves family, less W. W. moved to Joplin for a while during September'4f 1892.
f  In December of 1892 J. P. moved his store to the Renck Buifding.

1 In May of 1893 W. W. Graves garted Osage Mission looking for an opportunity to get into the
printing and newspaper busingss.

f In August of 1894 the J. P. Graves family moved to Montgomery, |Iftliana.
Also, during this period Graves tried teaching school. In &raven words:
o0 T h igried teaching school. As a school teacher, | considered myself a dismal failure. |

did not have the faculty of getting along well with the pupils. One year was enough for me.
/'t was then that | decided | wanted to be a pr

16Osage Mi ssion Journal, July 23, 1 8 Adibted to A P. Grayesawillplease calrat i cl e a
Wi | | Graves store and settle. o

17Osage Mi ssion Journal , September 10, 1891. The article rea
in Joplino. Anot her miyrigitéddolvreforawhilee s t hat the Graves f a

18 Osage Mission Journal, December 8, 1892.
19 Osage Mission Journal, May 11, 1893. This article notes that Wm. Graves had gone to Fort Scott in search of work.

% Osage Mission Journal, August 16, 1894
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His description and the timing of his departure for Fort Scott in search of a printing job suggests he might
have taught the 18821893 school termand this is supported by a brief entry in a personal notepad that
sayv Commenced teacHi8R® éschool Sept. 5

Since W. W. describes his reason for leaving teaching as a failure it pretty much explains why he decided to
quit the professionBut, despitethe article that said he purchased the store in July of 1891; comments

written by him and articles written about him dowrgotalyconfuséis time with the J. P. Graves store.

For example:

1 InasectionoMakingMoney he starts a aohaptFeari |aualetsde rwid&ahmien E
small store for a few months after quitting school but did not get along @ty well.

1 Some articles written about him, including obituariegtion his time with the store in terms of
oworked in hiéd dlaghleedsi staretbtooed é for a ti me.

1 The previously mentioned personal notepadudes a single entoyA p rdi93 begéan clerking for my
fathero Either the date is inaccurate or there is some hidden meaning because the next entry in the
notebook T7Ts(1l1®&Ma) went to Fort Scott Ks. 6 Thi s
Fort Scott newspaper. He then went to work for the Pittsburg World in both Pittsburg and Girard and
did not return to St. Paubther than to visitntil January of 1896

To confuse matters more, an article written about Graves in 190##%ays/siness career started with a
clerkship Iin his fatherds store ithaaff@rsofhefmafr/l I n wh
one yeaff® Giventhe aboveinpointing that year, if it was a year, is a little nebulous.

While the above is confusing,athing seems clear to the writer. W. W. did not look at his time with the
Graves grocery store as being one of the best times in his life. Perhaps he did nassuené tilhe family
businessand had other thingsinmindr maybe the store didn8uthedo wel |
doesndt seem to be s hylessasbooassiumder@kingsiafaiitfes ome of hi s

His Newspaper Career

O0Chapter2 - Editor and Businessmén descr i bes Gravesd work aan an edi
overview of the newspaper business of the time and his$gshlibe busines€hapter2 and subsequent

parts of his document will show that the Journal was just one of his endaatieedollowing quotations

from one of his books showsat he was proud of his newspaper

% The Osage MissioBNeo s ho County Museum has a small, |leather covered,
part of the notepad seems to record the main events in his life between September of 1892 and February of 1898ar€he entries
cryptic one or two line en¢s. Another part of the pad records short sayings that must have made an impression with him. Photos
and some of t he c AppendixktTheoNotgptahded .pad are i n 0

ZThen he describes his experience as a teacher. Hi s term 0¢q
from St. Francis with honors.

BTaken from OHi story of Neosho Countyod Ilggonpany, ¥82 | ace Duncan,

% Eor example and article in the October 23, 1890 notes the J.P. Graves added a meat market to his store and Arthur Newton was
the meat cutter. It later years Graves kept a cabinet of note cards in his Journal Office related tdestwitmbappeared in

the Journal, his books or other sources. After the date of the aboveaneak et arti cl e appears the word
was probably added by Graves but di dAppenhdix G&HisdDeseantCard hi s exper i
Cataloguée f or photos and Mr. Graves® desk, typewriter and the ca
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aSeventy Yedrs d Three score and ted the allotted span of human life. That is a long
time. The Journal is seventy years old this week, thestinhaving been brought forth
on August p1868.

Seventy years of servicBhat is the record of the Journal in this community. It camee he
before most of the people now here were born. In it are recorded not only their births, but
also the births of their parents, in many cases of the granaparents, and in a few cases of
great grandparents. It has recorded the events of their livas)afr@ges, their

successes, and sometimes their misfortunes. ,Ith&adburnal affords thest historical

record available of this locality, and of Neosho County. Wiriters come froamtsdf the

United States to consult the Journal files onmosicsubjects.

Seventy Years! Yes, that is a long time. And what wonderful changes have taken place here
since the Journal came! There were then no rallroads, no highways, no telegraphs, no
telephones, no electric lights or power, no self propellingefnot many fences, no

trees, except along the streams. The road between two towns was the shortest and most
convenient route, the being no bridges. Mails came in by stage coach, at first

occasilonally, then daily when the roads would peMgitchandise was freighted here by

wagons from Kansas City or Leavenworth. There were yet many Osages living around the
Mission, andiaily,delegations came back to visit their old friends and to swap. A hut was
then called home, a pair of oxen were callegmt and the farm wagon was also used as a
carriage.

The Journal has observed the passing of all the inconvenience of pioneer life. It has
witnessed the gradual coming of modern conveniences, of modern education, of modern
inventions, of modern homes sujpd with modern equipment.

The Journal has also had its ups and downs. During its early days proper support was
often lacking, and as the credit system was not then well established, the Journal was often
obliged to miss one or more issues becausekobfdiends. John Scott was two or three

times on the verge of throwing up his hands and quitting the fight he kept on, and

the others who followed have held the Journal to an honorable course, until it is what you
see today.

Fortytthree years is ma short time in itselfThe present editor took charge of the Journal
nearly fortithree years ago, and hes withessimany of the changes mentioned above.
He has had a hand in the making of a lot of changes that have been for the better. The
Journdplant, under his management, has more than kept padaepifogress of the
community. Fort¥hiree years ago it was equipped with hand machinery, all contained in
the front room over the drug store, Increased business called for greater space, and for
power equipment which has been added from time to time until there were few, if any
country printing offices in Kansas with more modern machinery aoelate equipment.

The Journal for many years has enjoyed a business from far beyond its ordiaary dom

It continues so todagnjoyinga business that can be classed as more than local, even as
interstate.

On the other hand, this community has stood loyally by the Journal and helped to push
along its business. In @t Journal and this communége inseparable.

* This guotation served as the introduction to his bdigkory of Neosho County Newspapers, August 4, 1938; published by the
St. Paul Journal, St. Paul Kansas

% This is one of several references Graves made to John Scott over the years. lItis apparent that W. W. held a for dieespect
Jour nal galitof. oundi n
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Here is hoping the community and the P
Journal may continue to progress and grow &
together, and that we may celebrate our '
centennial i n 1968. 0 L . |

The Journal di d+eartpoig. Uti |t e makeg it
closed in 1961. W. W. chronicled the histaf ‘Q/ ;
Osage Mission and St. Paul with his two btiuks 4 }? %
record the history and news of the area between the = S

16 0 0 51936 Mabt of the content of these b
books is extracted from Journal articles. David ‘
OdBryan then took the |ball
the Annals of St. Pa&l19368 196F2, which also - 4 |
excerpts Journal issues during the period. Thesel Figure6-Emmaand W. W. Graves (about 1896)
books, and the Graves note cards, provide an

invaluable source for research of events in St. Paul and our area because they provide a direct link to the
library of Journal microfilm that has been recorded by the Kansas State Historical Society. How will

t o mo r researcbess know what we have done since 1961?

»

¢ |
l'h’s continuation

As previously noted, thoetails of W. W. Graves newspaper and business career are descriGhdiner
2, beginning on pa@®.

Marriage

Mr. Graves was married twice. His first marriage was with Emma Hopkins while he was employed by the
GirardWorld. A f ew vy e ar death hanmanmried Busim@ilibens of St. Paul. There were no
children.

Emma Hopkins Graves

EmmacC. Hopkinswas thelaughter of Joshua and Cherrille (Peck) Hopais she was born in Allegany
County,New York on July 5, 187(®he and her parents moved to Crawford County, KS in 1874 and they

settled near Pittsbur&he attended school in Pittsburg anti893 she wenib work for the Pittsburg

World. When the paper relocated to Girard, she continued with the pApahout the same time W.

W. also went to work in the Wor |[hded sb eFciatntes btuhreg poafpfe
Girard Correspondent. Hesd remained with the paper after it moved.

w. W. and Emma Hopkins were married on April 30,
Catholic Church in Girard, KS by FathEr M. Verdan As noted above, theedding occurred during the
period vhenboth Emma and W. WGravesvereemployed byAbe Steinbergét at the Girard World.

" The two books are: Annals of Osage Mission, W. W. Graves, Copyright 1934; and Annals of St. Paul, W. W. Graves, The
Journal Press, Copyright 1942,

2 Annals of St. Paul: The Swan Song for the St. Paul Journal; July@Ni®&énber 16, 1961, dnpiled by David W. Obrien,
Copyright 2009. This book is available for sale from the Osage Midésmsho County Historical Society and proceeds from its
sale go to the St. Paul Schools Alumni and Friends Association.

®More informat irstand anly basg is irGludadvirePaurs 2 afdiipendixC & Notes and Clips about Abe
Steinberger
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Steinberger must have thought highly of both Emma and W. W. because he dedicated nearly the entire
front page of the May 1, 1895 issue of the World to their weddingraseroant. The article included a

glowing account of their virtues and a detailed description of the wedding party and ceremony. Steinberger
even inserted a few passages about law and patriotism that he probably patthedpldoing. He was

knownfor exuberance in his writing.

After their marriageMr. and Mrs. Graves established residence in Pittsburg and they remained there
during their employment with the Pittsburg, then Girard World. After the World folded in November of
1895 t he Gtha thesnwer@unemployedrand without prospects. This issue walsedgretty
quickly because in January of 1896 Graves toolas\egtitor othe Neosho County (future St. Paul)
Journal’ and they moved their household to St. Paul in February of th#t yea

Mr. and Mrs. Graves approached their new business as aGeanes initially hired a localxperienced

printer to help hinget started. Then he let the printer go and he, Erantha local boy took over.

Emma did some of the reporting work and séetype. Sometimes she would work at the office and other
times from home. W. W. bought a pair of print half cases and hired a carpenter to make a rack to fit them.
This was set up in the kitchen of their hoarel during the first four years with foeirnal much of the

type was set by Emma Graves.

As the Journal and other business interests grew, Emma Graves became a visible andnpeorbiereot

the St. Paul community and Neosho County. She and her husband were founding members of the Neosho
Courty Historical Society and W. W. was its first president. She workedddzana with Graves in his

historical research and continued to support the Journal office.

In July of 1932Emma and W. W. were involved in an auto accident near El Dok&loEmma was
seriously injured but did recover. In July of 1#36ma suffered a heart attack but her condition was not
considered serious. But on July 30 she died suddenly at their héteeobituary, which appeared in the
August 6, 1936Journaimust have been painful to write:

oHow much harder It I s to write of those I n a
cl osel y. é6é. o

Susie Gibbons Graves

Susie Gibbons was born duly 16, 1873n Chicago, Il.and later relocated, with her paretasRarsons.
Susieds father J. M. Gi bbons worked his way up wi
the Parsons Offices for several years.

At age 19 Susie also went to work for the Parsons Katy offices5 #ih@&9&ith her parentsioved to a

farm near the Island schoolhouse on Big Island. The family had been working on the farm for about two
years before the move and it was considered toebaf time richest farms in the aredhe home was

described as a fine, tile bungalow iridlgidn elegant finish with stained glass windows.

J. M. barelenjoyed his new Island home for two years. On Oc®hE917 he died in Parson, Mercy
Hospital after a brief 11l ness. Whil e daBleig e i s n
only surviving relativéd f t er J . M. s death, Susie remained on t

%0 Journal, January 2, 1896

31 Journal, February 20, 1896
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After her fatherods death Susie gradually assumed
Her interests in the community, writieg d  hi st ory parall el ed Emma and W.
National Federation of Womends Clubs, of New York

entitled oWh?Y. Id1924 she eceiled a postmaster appointment in Stapasltion she
would hold for the next 12 ye#ts In June of 193Ghe would join the W. W. and Emma Graves at the
founding meeting of the Neosho County Historical Society.

By December of 1924he had decided to move into St. Paul and purchased atgriopére city limit$.

She subsequently held a public auction at her Big Island home and moved to her new residence. Money
from the sale of the Gibbons estate probably provided her with a comfortable living for the remainder of
her life.

After the deth of Emma Graves, in 1936, friendship and common interests might have blossomed. On
October9, 1942Emma and W. W. Graves were married at St. Francis Church in St. Paul. Mrs. Graves

became active with W. W.38s handdpenediacaadlbusipesinjteect s, w
front office of the Journal Offite

As Susie and W. W. aged, LauraHopRfnwas a constant and faithful «comj
relationship began as amployee to Susie and her father but evolved into a friend and supporter as age

took its toll on the aging coupli October of 1949Mrs. Graves fractured a hip while working at the

Journal Office but recovered. On Saturday, Novemilstie sufferedlaeart attack in her home. She

gradually grew weakerdeon the evening of December, Busie Gibbons Graves died less than seventeen

months after the death of her husband.

A Politician

W. W. Graves never sought a high political position, but there isuld that he was a political person.

This is true from both the public and personal or business perspeciieV. ran a Democratic

newspaper for nearly 60 years but he was not afraid to support an opposing candidate if he believed it was
best fothis country or communify. From a personal standpoint, he was able to debeisipess

relationships, when he was younghichallowed him to start importainitiative¥®. Then he allowed his

own attributes tpropelhim throughanexceptional life.

%2 Journal, Mrch 1, 1923

% Journal, June 5, 1924 and June 16, 1932

% Journal, December 11, 1924.

% Journal May 31, 1945

®¥Laur a Hopkins was not related to Graves6 first wife Emma or

%" For example, on October 26, 1945 Graves wrote an introspective editorial about the successes of the Roosevelt agministration
managing the war effort; but expressed concern that while we were fighting for liberty abroad, we were losing frebdomas on the

f r o twtonsidéring our patriotic duty, we find the war issues tugging us at one side, and these unfavorable domestic tendencies
tugging at us from the other. A decision is not easy to reach, and it is up to each individual to reach hismdwn decigid s o , in a
hafapol ogetic editorial to his Democratic customers &e was 0] L
these must have been painful to write, but he wrote what he believed.

% Granted, some of these opportunitggpear to have been dropped in his lap. But he possessed the sense and business acumen
to recognize an opportunity and work with it.
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Was W.W. a Democrat from the start? Thatishtod ay but he assumed the edit
Democratic newspaper in 1896, from Democratic backedsnaintained &emocratic course from
there.

During his early caredre allowed himself to run and beakd to the city council and the township

board. But he decided it was very poor practice for a country newspaperman to be a candidate for public
office of any kind. The duties of public office were important and considerable and would detract from his
duties to his readers. He admitted thatsthlary for some county or higher officesemtising, and

people were encouraging him to run for public positlmutshe steadfastly refused to ruRrobably the

main reason he would not involve himself Wik elected position waisathe knew there would eventually

be aconflict between government positions and what he believed he would have to report.

oNo editor should be an aspirant for personal
teacher and keader. He is essentially a teller of truth, had he cannot be fair and free and

fearless in these high lines if he is dependent upon popular opinion or an applicant for

popular approval. He will inevitably truckle as the politician to the prejudicess/aic

editor it is his aduty to dispel. He is greater in station and in influence that amoddéce

He does not need oFatedce to dignify him é0¢

While he shunned elected office, he was very active with the Democratic Party. On mang becasio
served his party in delegate or clerk positions. He attended conventions and boosted the party line as much
as he could.

| will discuss personal and business politics machapter and 4. But two of the most important
opportunitiesn his professional life came from having developed relationships with prominent people that
caused them to trust and recruit him for special projébisseventuregprobablychanged his lifé.

A Businessman

If W. W. Graves had chosen to bgaaurnalist, a historian, a writer, a printer and publisier

businessman he would have probably done well with any of these careers. But he cii@dkandio

wrapped it up with the skills of an accomplished entrepreneur and businessman.oédsypreted he

possessed the business sense to recognize opportunity and seize it. He was willing to take risks and most of
his business ventures went yegltl some were a little shaiinded. Over the years between 1900 and

1950 Graves found himseifthe livery business, automobile businessrance businessd jobprinting

business. Some of these were-gfatiusinesss that he stepped away from after they started. Others like
printing and insurance were his mainstay occupations for mastitaf. hNot all businesses projects were

for his personal profitSome endeavors, like the city library project, were not intended to provide monetary
gain to himself, but rather to improve his commugiiyi¢ and GurchLeadershipbelow).

In addition to his personal business interéstserved on the board of directors for several local
companies or branches of larger firms. The degterof this documentChapter2 - Editor and
Businessman provides mor e i nfjoumais and lmusinesshan.ut hi s wor k

% Graves, Making Money with a Country Newspaper, pg. 82.

“These o pportunities wer eatthdJsurnal;sasdhimgoportunity to difl and iirethe&.iTA.or sd j ob
weekly contract.
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His Driving Passiod History and Writing

His businesand civic projects left a lasting impression on his community. Heai98pan of the Journal,
undertheleadership ohim and hispredecessoieft a lasting legacy of the birth and growth of one of
Kansasods ol dest and miersceammbnitisst Butthe histdritalyresdarls writingat i n g
and publishing that cexteewell lbeyond SWWPaul Wansa&s Hahag sd wor kK
chronicled the growth of civilization, commerce, educatiwheligion across a muftiate region and he

has done it with the same degree of meticulousness as his other projects. The most fitting legacy to his
historical works, and the volumes of books he published, is the fact that HE is now a footnote & countles
books and papers prepared by his followers.

R e f e Chapted - Historiand Authord Publisheé f or mor e di scussion of his
accomplishments.

Civic and @urchLeadership

W. W. was a true father of his community and a ¢
the following poem from the Detroit Free press, which he did frontditmae:

oOBoost!/ Boost!
0 Bost your city, boost your friend,
Boost the lodge that you attend.
Boost the street on which youdre dwe
Boost the goods that you are selling.
Boost the people 6round about you,
They can get along without you,
But success will quicker find them,
/' f they know that youdbre behind t he.
Boost for every forward movement,
Boost for every new improvement,
Boost the man for whom you labor
Boost the stranger and the neighbor.
Cease to be a chronic knocker,
Cease to be a progress blocker.
If you make your city better,
Boost it to the final letté¢

* ok Ak X

There can be no doubt that Mr. Graves was an avid community booster. Not only did he campaign for city
improvements, he occasionally put his money where his mouth was. He started no less than three moving
picture theaters in St. Paul andoélihese were before there was even electricity here. He used his own
powergenerating plantHe served on the board of the old settleosnmittee and several other
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organizations or lodges that provided a sense of community calrgziomoted activigs. He served on
the school board and,ribugh his business, provided materials and administrative tools for the schools.

Some will say that some of the things he did were related to business interests. He probably would not deny
this. But Graves looKeat his primary business, his newspaper, as a means to keep the ball rolling, the
horn tooting and peoplebds eyes open to needs or o

aCivic Pride
| always took an active interest in those thingbuftdiup a community. The need for
new public improvements in the city park or streets and municipal enterprises were
pointed out and urged in a friendly busidéssway. | tried to lead in such thing, but |
always advanced good reasons, or keptisiftien held a private conference with the
officers first to get their attitude. Usyaligy were pleased to make the improvement as
soon as the paper had paved the way for creating a demand.

! was very careful about booster propositions promotamangsrs, Most of the

propositions are designed to boost the strarigea few cases however, | found the

strangerés proposition reasonable and | hel ped
community.

The local paper should lead in all tfsigr community betterment. It makes the paper a

force in the community and places the editor in an enviable position among hessiollow

If good judgment is used, very few will take exception, and even this few will not long hold
a groucto - Grave¥

Graves redded that successful newspaper editors were the ones that made their paper, and themselves, an
essential part of the community. And W. W. was a smart editor.

The Graves were devout Catholics who supported their church. In 1932, as part of a chut@nrenova

they donated the entire public address system. It was barely installeBrefapassed away. Graves

assisted the church and church offices by pristingsters, recitation book]etsd other materials that

hel ped the church function. Again, this was part
pretty busyvithout this supporting wark

In April of 1903 Knights of Columbus Council was organized and Graves was affltarte He

remained active with the Knights and advanced to a Fourth Degree Knight position. This was in the days
when the Catholic Church was undeectattack by several organizations including the Ku Klux Klan.
Knighthood was taken seriouslyl anany churches experienced heavy participation by paishAs

Figure7 suggests, St. Paul was not an exception.

L This is part of a chapter on Civic Pride in his book Making Money with a Country Newspaper. It begins on page 79.
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Figure? - Knights of @lumbus Council 760, St. Francis Churdline 10, 1910

As fortune would have it, Graves was able to find business in his association with the K of C. In December

of 1921 Graves was awarded the contract to publish the Kansas Knight, which wag thentffigia
newspaper of the Knight of Columbusin Kaisas Mor e i nf or mati on about thi
other publishing business is include@apter2 - Editor and Businessman

A ProminentLaw EnforcemenEigured By Accident?

Graves recognized that success often came from opportunities and opportunity was not a permanent
commodity. He sized up an opportunity, decided if he could work with it; and if it ladédele he seized

it d and then he figured out how to tackle it. FhE.T.A. Weekly newspaper was an opportunity that
came his wgin a similar manner as the Journal. However, in thisteakaew his current plant capacity
was nowhere near adequatéake on the job. Nevertheless, he drew confidence from the local
businessmen who had faith in him andfbidhe contract and won it.

There is no proof that Graves was active with theHdnsie Thief Association before he won their weekly
newspaper cordct in 1902. Thé&.H.T.A. was very active in southeast Kansas and StaiRaldcal
businessman Fielding Scott was a pdehaavice presidenand in 190hewas elected to the first of
several terms amtional president. It appears as though Gravemliite contract purely as a business
opportunity.

But the Assaciation contract turned out to be akitenger for W. W. GravedNot only would he publish

the national paper for more than thirty yelhus his Journal publishing company would edatize a great

deal of additional work related to the organization. More importantk,Hhi€.A. would become an

important parbf his life; and he in turn would end up reshaping the organization ks Beott, would

take a prominent positi C€mpterdn Anti-Hoee ThiaftAssaciatari foorrd er .
additional information about the Associadkon d Gr aves® rol e in managing t hi
itself.

“2 Journal, December 30, 1921.
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His Final Passiod The City Library

His final, large project was a city library. In June of, h@5farted the library project under the headline
0 A Mo d e rHe udes theppptunity to address the need for a library and offers to donate $500

worth of bookdrom his collectiorand a case that will hold a large part of thdecloses by saying "Now

is the time. Now, not next yedrhe Journal man may not be on earth themcleedo not delay too lordg.

The urgent tone of his encouragement undoubtedly reflected the stark fact that he knew his health was

failing and he wanted to at least see the project get underway. To make sure it would get a start he pulled in
the heawitting gedoers from his communiyt he women&s Home Demonstration
when these teams got their teeth into Ghapeboj ect i
Man of the Journd His Final Month® f or addi ti onal information about

Lasting Relationships Led to Enduring Honors

As Graves led his life and initiated innumerable projects he made contacts andlastimgdi@mpressions

with the people with whom he worked. He started as a frontier newspaperraamadetspect from a
widerangingdiversityof businessmen, Native Americamstoriansand religious figures. Local publishers
whod i dgvéthe yong whippessnapper much chance of success with the Jpancaéspecially the

A.H.T.A. newsgrew to not only respect him but look at him as an authority. They came to realize that this
aging man from a small southeast Kansas community was a treadesethiad recognition.

On May 31, 1952, less than two months before his death, he got his recognition when representatives from
the State of Kansas, the publishing community, the Osage Nati@ontha Catholic Burch and his

beloved community gathered to honor fiima banquet. The banquet was held in the St. Francis school
gymnasium. In addition to speeches and congratulations, Graves received two honors that evening that,

whencombinedfew people have receivé@ i t her bef or e o ChaptaSaMae ofthé e n . R e
Journab His FinalMonth f or additional i nf or matdfimniimedstout t he
Paul.
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Chapter2 - Editor and Businessman

After graduating from St. Francis Institute Gra
awhile and tried a brief teaching assignment. It was then that he decided he

wanted to be a printer and newspaperman®. He did quite well with both trades,
andifyouarealsodesti ned to become a noted author and
hurt to own your own printing business.

As stated earlietV. W. Graves is remembered as the mdrosename appears on the local librarg ais

a nhewspaper man. While researching W. W Graves?d
business interesend his particigaon in local businessdsbegan to think of him much differently.

Graves waanentrepreneur at hearthosevarial business interestot only made him successful but also

shaped the busingdaw enforcemenand cultural profile of our community during the first half of tfie 20
century. Not all of his endeavors were successful. Some came and went rathbuithiskly common

with entrepreneurs who are willing to innovate and take WsKé/. Graves was a successful journalist and
publisher because he was a very good businessman.

The Scope of Chapter 2
Chapter2 is presented ifive mainsections
a) A brief description of the Journal he would bafiore he purchasdéise paperand the journalistic
setting in frontier Kansas.

b) Details of his early internship as a newspaperman and the man who probably shaped him, rather
quickly, into a Journalist (ReparGraves).

¢) Hislong and distinguished career as a publisher of the Journal and otheirtargdion
newspapers (Editor Graves).

d) Discussion of his other business interests (Businessman).
e) The long, difficult process related to finding a suitable dditbis paper (Wanted to Retirg).

Brief History of the JournaBefore Grave'$

To understand W. W. Graves and the newspaper business he ran, it is important to know something about
thenewspapehe took over in 1898nd the newspaper business of tiiégal The Journal had a 9&ar

run before it closed in 1961, nine years after Gr
used twice) all traceable to the sarnatinuoususiness lineage:

43Itisimportanttonotedistinction bet ween Onewspapermandé and Ooprintero.
the Kansas City Star. Printer can be compared withpert odayds
editor, but he made much bfs livelihood as a printer and publisher.

* Sources: History of Neosho County Newspapers, W. W. Graves, 1938 and History of Neosho County, Volume Il pages 640
649.
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1 The paper was founded as the Osage Miskiamal on August 5 1868 by John H. Scott. This
was in the year after Father John Schoenmakers and his town company started laying out the new
town of Osage Mission; and eight months before the first town council mBeforgthis Osage
Catholic Mis®n was operated by the Jesuits and Sisters of Loretto as a goveunppamtéed
school for Osage Indian children

1 In 1871 the name was changed to the Neosho County Journal, the name it carried for nineteen
years. This change was brought about by a cbBbgsiness but John Scott maintained interest.

In 1890, the thewurrent editor, John R. Brunt changed it back to the Osage Mission Journal.

The name was changbdckto the Neosho County Journal with the July 4, 1895 issue. This was
three days after tmeame of Osage Mission was legally changed to St. Paul as the result of a local
election’®

1 Graves changed the name to St. Paul Journal on April 1,al@Dit remained under that name
for sixty years.

The closing of the St. Paul Journal was sad fortyhleutifor a small newspaper to survive for that long was

a remarkable feat. This is particularly true considering many strahfigry newspaper life spans were at

the mercy of politics and the personalities of the editors and prominent citizeyseMapapers came

and went, or changed management, in a matter of months or weeks. Some papers closed soon after key
elections.

Politics

Newspaper editors of the"l@ntury and well into the 2@ade no pretesions of being fair and unbiased
concerningpol i ti cs. They clearly stated their positior
other newspapers. Successful editors had enough sense to adopt viable political parties or had the skill and
personal political wisdom to play both sidesuccessful editor could be a successful politician and never

run for office.

Personalities (Boys Being Boys)

One of the editords respons.idnpfint tThisssscallads t o occas
editorializing and it could bring mixegbults. Editors could be very militant, especially towards one

another and being outspoken in print could bring a variety of results ranging from praise to verbal duels to
fistfights and even the occasional bombing of a newspaper office. Folksttyeserjongs about giving and
responding to opinions in those days.

Gravesd OHi story of Neosho County Newspaperso6 inc
he discusses an event he experienced between his boss, Pittsburg World ediéimt®rge¥’, and a
competing Pittsburg editor:

“Journal Editor E. B. Clark vigorousighoppeseétietheasbanhe dfi
name of his paper to St. Paul Journal. Clark considered the name change to be an insult to Father John Schoenmakers and the

Mi ssionaries who founded tAbpendixBiddosrnabbditodahCdomnentdlame Ghanmge f Rref er t o
editorial comments prior to and after the name change.

4 Steinberger was a colorful figure among Kansas frontier newspap&ppendixC d Notes and Clips about Abe Steinberger
provides some background and news <clips about Graveds first
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OAbe Steinberger, wunder whom we started to | ea
vitriol in his editorials when he felt disposed, and the editor of the other daily paper in

Pittsburg was often hégget. In 1893 we were accompanying Mr. Steinberger home to

supper one evening when a large man jumped onto Steinberger as we passed a corner and

soon had him down and was landing knockout punches on his face. Steinberger, like the

writer, was tall, arfiingry looking and no match for the 225 pound assailant. We

grabbed the big fellow by the collar and yanked him off, but soon had to do some good
sprinting to keep out of his reach. o

In another account from the Neosho County Journal, May 12, 1871:

0 J . a&nb, DLt Broganand J. C. Lillie, of Osage Mission, were arrested on Saturday last

at the suit of Perry D. Martin, charged with libel, in publishing and circulating papers and
circulars, in which they denounced the said Parry D. as a thief, a wolpiwssieec | ot hi n g,
etc. o

And finally, a situation that seemed more serious was reported in the St. Paul Journal on April 8, 1909:

dDynamite for aNewspaper Girard, Kansas, April 8 An attempt was made to blow up

the building occupied by the Independent News, a weekly paper here. An infernal

machine and three sticks of dynamite were discovered by Editor Ben R, Beezley at 11

obcl ock. T h eeer sugréssris, wanld havefblaveh the rear end of the

building out, besides damaging the linotype and printing materials. It is supposed to be the

work of incendiaries, who were scared away before the trap was completed. An unsigned

note was found abott0 o 6c/ ock ttoday r eBafdeéywywakesouf ol | ows :
and yours will be bl own harder than the blow y

As it turns out the bomb was a fake planted by Beezley in an attempt to gain sympathy for his current fight
againsa competitor. The local lawmen were not sympathetic.

Stated again, successful editors had the moxie to speak out firmly while shaking a verbal fist; but scratching
backs with the other hand. Succes#bnlptermeditors were smart and industrious endoghake their
newspaper, and themselves, essential to a community.

Some of the Journal EditadBefore Graves

John H. ScotfFigure 8 ) was a lortjme newspapermamhen he came to Osage Mission in 1868. He
enteredthe newsbusiness in 1838 with the Morning Herald of Utica, New York at age thirteen. During the
next thirty yearfie worked for papers in Buffalo, Syracuse, ChjeagbSt. Louis. When the Osage

Missian Journal was established in 18&&hn Scott founded what would be a republican newspaper.
Despitehis experience, Scott encountered several difficulties that would have stopped a less determined
man. The office was set up in the family home and Mot et much of the type while Scott served as
reparter and did everything eféeln the early dayghey often missed one or more issues because of
transportation or supply problems.

“This first Doeénwhsohom6&i bmbre Town about one mile west of
included the site of the original trading post operated by James Monroe Linn. Mr. Linn, a licensed trader, arrived in the ar

1841 and he set up businessecherat about the same time the mission was foundec
employee, Samuel Gilmore, took over the business. Over a period of ten years the original settlement in this amtheew arou

trading post. It became knows Gilmore Town because Gilmore assumed postmaster duties from Father Schoenmakers in 1857.

This area was later laid out as the Catholic Mission addition of Osage Mission/St. Paul, but Gilmore Street servesrasf a remin

the areads pasty of SNeosko EBounty Volumes | & |1, W W Grave:
typed manuscript retrieved from the Graves Collection at University of Kansas, Kenneth Spencer Research Library.)
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In April of 1869 Scott moved the paper to Girard and published one
issue before moving back to Osage Mission. Later that year the paperg® s
was suspended for two months but then re\dy&harles H. o
Howardas associate editor. Thus was the early day history of the
Journal with several changes in ownership or editortbugdott
seems to have maintained an intevesbntrol until 1883. The
paper continued to support the Republican ticket but did, on
occasion, support candidates from other parties. In 1871 the na
the paper became the Neosho County Journal.

On September 19,1883 o0 hn Scott d6s only s
in the street near the corner of County (now Central) and Main
Streets. This caused Mr. Scott to pursue the purchase of the
Fredonia Times the following January when he sold his house and
moved to Fredonia. Inugust of 1888Mr. Scott sold the Fredonia
Times and moved to Cherryville where he died on thefahe next rigre 8- Journal Founding Editor

month. John H. Scott

Charles H. Howard was still John Scottos partner
Scottds deat h. Howar d pur c hlsosaeahspitubus figpraip teeearly r om S
newspaper history of Neosho County. In 1864 he was a war correspondent for the Chicago Tribune,
specially assigned to Grantds ar my. He came to O

with S. S. Warne He served as postmaster from October 1868 until 1883. He sold his interest in the
Journal to R.D. Kirkpatrick in 1884.

Between 1884 and 1896 the Joliment through several changes in ownership and edlitbsome

appear to be related to politids 1887, when Kirkpatrick sold the paper to John R. Brunt, the political

alignment changed from Republican to Democrat. In 1890, one of the name changegdnention

previously occurred and the paper became the Osage Mission Journal. In October of 1&g dBnis

interest to E.B. Park and the politics of the paper changed back to Democrat. In July of 1895, the name
changed back to Scottds NeoshhB.P&loannounged thecsale ontlel . (0]
Journal to the Journal Publishingn@pany: W .W. Gravease di t or . Underthe@ewavesd | e
Journal Publishing venture would efi®ryearsf prosperity and relative stability.

ReporterGraves

As mentioned irChapterl, Graves graduated from St. Francis Institulere ofL891. During the next

twoyearshe tried teaching for a year and tried clerki
a time. Neither job suited him. Sometime during this pghiedecided he wanted be a printer and
newspaperman; but heddiot apply at the local paper because he thought he could learn more in a larger
office. He sought employment with printers in Fort Scott, including the Fort Scott World, but was

unsuccessflil Then he traveled southdsecured mewspaper position

8 There are varying accounts of his success and time in Fort Scott. The May 11, 1893 Osage Mission Journal reports that Wm.
Graves had o6gone to Ft. Scott in search of wor kdéisownAt | east
personal notepad entry for May 9, 1893 says 0Set tegvpe at the
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A Precarious Internship

W. W. 6s st aimMay of b893asthdakysbiotevemfually advantageous both professionally and
personally. He went to work for Abe Steinberger who was then the editor for the Pittsburg World.
Steinberger ran a good prirgiplant had modern equipmerdandemployed seeral experienced printers,

but he was short on casiW. W. on the other hand had a burning desire to learn the trade and held some
cash savings from his time as a school teacher. Graves accipéedsdnip under the terms that he
would work the first month for nothing, after which his salary was $1.50 per week with small increases at

interval s. Some accounts say t
home.

Graws 6 first assignment was sett

common so each page was still set

his interns

ing type fo

hip al s

r the n

up7hbgrlsteatedd by a

me nicely and taught imeduttiontdtie prining businggXeungdGraves h/ s wa

had attained an initial step in his chosen profession.

The next step wasndt as encouraging. Shor
drinking binge and was fired. WhemiBberger realized W. W. had a good education, and was a fairly

good writer, he sent him to the streets to gather news for the daily editions. Graves considered his time as a
Pittsburg reporter to keefailure. Pittsburg had a population nearly fiftéiemes larger than his home town

and it was growing in strides. The primary economy was coal mining which was completely different than

the agricultural economy he was used to. The town was huge and he simply could not relate to the business
and news opptunities that he was supposed to be seeking out. Besides, the newspaper work was new to

m in the face he b
intern probably didndt antagedst@amth @ thghe maveddsrabesdut i t pr

him and with failure staring hi

of town.

tly aft

Reporter / Correspondent

At the time the Daily World was developing some business in Girard
Girard was also the county seat. Graves says there was no doubt th
oét hought he waendingméto @irdri asdis amety |
seat correspondeat. Hi s compensation was
income fromthe business that Graves could obtain there. Steinberge
probably expecting W. W. to fail again and he would be ripe for
discharge.

But Graves succeeded. Girard had a population of about 2,000 at th
time and it had an agricultdvased economyin many respect# was
similar to Gr av ¢ysader.hHe guecklyditnm mdaules t
contactsand had little trouble finding news. The Girard page of the

ericent age

Pittsburg Daily News “ghan thelPitspurg

e
Fi

~ 29 Mo mn r o n

gure9 - Graves as a Girard

World Reporter 1894

F. Scott. Change cars at AAppendxE aThe Nptgpad. HawevErj irt his bdoMakinmgh | KSo6 (R
Money with a Country Newspapépg. 4) Graves says he found no openings in Fort Scott.

newsyo

9 Graves wordo Ne ws y 6 . Much of the indmr@adven baonok hd daliercd i daoineéyy \

Newspaper.
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local page. Business picked ud #re Girard assignment assumed a much maitiymaspectn
December of 1893he Osage Mission Journal reported &t W. Graves is stationed in Girard as a
correspondent for the Pittsburg World. From that plaeas making the world interesting for Girard
peop’l e. o

At the time Girard had two weekly newspapers, both were well established. But the town was ambitious
and wanted a daily newspa pheattention &d suppersobtherGeands p a g e
people and they soon made offers to Steinbergeote the World to Girard and give the county seat a

daily paper. The city raised a bonus and the paper was mdS@drd in 1894 or early 1895Graves

became the city correspondent and his salary was

By this time his assignment with the World had taken on another positive aspect. A young woman named
Emma Hopkins also worked for Steinberger as a bookkeeper. A romance developed and on May 1, 1895
Emma and William Whit es helic @urahanrGirardéntbrmation aSout. Mi c ha
their wedding and life together is provide@lapterl, but apparent)\Abe Steinberger thoughighly of

both of his young employees. Their wedding announcement covered most of the front page of the May 1,

1895 issue of the Girard Worlnd Gr aves 6 s al ar.yW.Walad apeomisirg gbb,t o $8 =
the newlyweds were settling and life was looking up for a few months.

But as noted earlier in thizhapter the frontier newspaper business could beiteolat November of
1895 the election went wrong, the paper lost a county printing arrangem#yidhéolded and the
Gravesds found themselves unemployed and without

Editor Graves

Graves admits that many of his successest@aecfrom opportunity and some of his opportunities were
probably just luckNewspaper politidhat causeEmma and hinto become unemployed might have led
to the luckiest opportunity of his life.

The Neosho County Journal and Saint Paul Journal

In October of 1892E. B. Clark? and E. L. Conklin purchased the Osage Mission Journal from H. C.

Brunt. The editor was Clark anteéy changed the politics of the paper to Republicadanuary of 1894,

Conklin sold his interest in the paper to E. B. ClarkJotth Shepard became the editor for a few months

and then left the papein July of 1895the name was changed from Osage Mission Journal to Neosho
County JournalEven given the fact that Clark was atjpaet newspaperman, had seen frequent personnel
turnover and was running a Republican paper in a Demaocratic town he was pretty successful. Clark had
become the postmaster of Osage Mission in 1889 and his employment terminated in July of 1893, at which
time he moved to Chanute.

%0 Osage Mission Journal, December 28, 1893.

*1 It is also noted that beginning in 1893 Steinberger had enflamed the emotions of the Pittsburg area miners becatige of a stand
took regarding some labissues. He also kept himself at odds with other local editors which, on one occasion, turned violent. It
mi ght have been ti me f oPersfnaliies (Boys Bemy BayspanbyowapperainCGiRMofeand t o 0
Clips about Abe Steinberger

2E.B. Clark is among many Osage Mission residents who settled frotdeafaas born in Maine in October of 1939 and
served in the Civil War. He studied dentistry and came to Osage Mission in 1877 to practice.
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After leaving the Osadission post office E. B. Clark began to think about selling the paper. On
September 30, 189&wo Erie newspaper representatives approach Clark with plans to purchase the
Journal. It was then that B. B. Fitzsimmons, who was a Democratic nomineerfty deuk heard of the
plan and approached Clark and told him he would buy the papenhgaomtracted to take @veron

January 1. His fathdrF.Fitzsimmondad furnished some of the money that started the Journal and he
did not want to see it di€olitics waalso an issugecause they intended to return the focus ofathal

to a fusion of populidtiemocrat.

It was about this time that W. W. Graves returned to his hometown for 8vBitFitzsimmons was a
farmer with no newspaplknowledje;he was buying a newspaged was in a quandary. Realizing that
Graves wasxperienced buinemployedand that he had a gooecord at the local collegee offered a
proposal to help W. Wgetinto a newspaper office as editor. On January 1, TB8@ournal Publishing
Company, W. W. Graves as Editaras formed. The company was comprised of Graves, B. B.
Fitzsimmonsa nd J. F. Fitzsi mmons. The Fitzsi mmons?®o
Graves bought a 1/3 interest in the plan$276, with terms that he would be paid $8 per week and would
pay Fitzsimmons $8&r more)a week to apply toéfull purchase of the business. According to Grages
paid the remaining 2/3 of his obligation ahead of time and in about four yhadsgaed off the entire

$800 purchase pricdde waswentynineyears old and he owned his own newspaper business

The newspaper office that Graves bought was on the north side of County Street above a drugstore.
equipped witta Washington handness, a 7x11 Gordon, a small cyt&d an assortment of welbrn

pai

and somewhat antiquated type. It required one full day just to do the press work for the weekly newspaper.

The secondloor location required Graves to tote all materials and finisirethgrup and down a flight of
stairs. As previously noted, Graves hired an experienced printer to help him get familiar with the
equipment and processgsand then he, Emmand a local boy took over the work. According to Graves:

ol was y o ginthosadayd ansl ttackied the job with all the enthusiasm of
youth. | did not hesitate to do the manual labor that the present day printer whose salary is

four or five what mine was t hen, woul d refuse

It is believed that this office arrantent serveraves for the first six years of his time with the Journal.

Also, as the business stabilized they had an opportunity in February of 1898 to buy a home from neighbors

who vereplanning to move out of the state. Graves told the couple, Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Dunn, that he was

in no position to buy a home at the time. However, according to Graves, they offered the house at a
ridiculously low pce and with a nimterest loarand tte Graves ended up buying a héte

Outside Contracts Allow Improvements and Expansion

Over time Graves expanded and upddite equipment in his shop, allowing him to take on more job

printing and production work. Part of the expansion was made possible by lucrative publishing jobs with

circulations that far exceeded that of the Journal.

3 During his limited time with the Pittsburg / Girard World most of Graves work was related to reporting asitgdvégthad
relatively little experience in the print shop.

%4 Making Money with a Country Newspaper, pg. 9.
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A.H.T.A. Weekly

Graves received a caatt in 1902 to start and publish a weekly paper for thédarge Thief

Association. In a similar manrterthe Journal, this was an opportunity that was brought to him for
consideration and he decided to accept it. Unlike the Jaawaisitionhe was required to participate in

a bidding competition with other more experienced editors but local influence might have made a

difference for Graves. There is little doubt that opportunity changed his business and his life. His

influence with thé&.H.T.A. also changed the association. Further details about Graves Auttl Tha.

ar e pr oGhapted dAntiHorsed hief Associatian b ut b us i n ewnmariked lgetel i ght s

There is no evidence that W.W. was active wittiAtheT.A. before
1902. Howeer, southeast Kansas, including Neosho County, had
become very active during the latecEtury and early 20 Several
Neosho County and St. Paul residents reached national prominencg
with the association. Among these were John W. Wall of Ladore,
Fielding Scottand B. B. Fitzsimmons of St. P#sigurel0).

John W. Wallhad served in several local and state poshigfose
1902 andsecretary of the Kansas State Order in 1897, a position he
held for five years. He also served terms as state and national president
between 1902 and 1914. He also served, continuously, as a trusteg from

1905 to 1927. -

Fielding Scott also served mudipffices at the state and national lev
and was instrumental in bringing the national convention to Chanu
1900, where he was elected as president. He was also a key figu
consolidating the Independent Order of the Horse of Arkansas into
A.H.T.A. in 1902. Fitzsimmons was also active in the association argigyre10- B. B Fitzsimmons

was elected to the state executive committee in 1903. It should alsPlayed an Important Part in

noted that Dr. E. B. Clark, who was the previous editor of the JournHelping Graves Buy the Journal,

had also served as Kansas State Sedrel@§7. "é”d tA'SCt’ Win the A.H.T.A. Week
ontrac

Considering the four names above, Graves had good backing in wii

the Weekly contract. John Wall chaired the committee that authorized the committee to establish a paper
in January of 1902. Fielding Scott was a local barsi@esvho knew W. W. \le Fitzsimmons and Clark

were both involved with the Journal sale to Graves and knewderightambitiousandhardworking
youngbusinessmanHowever, to say the deck was stacked in C
Graves was competinghwfour other editors all of whom had more experience and one was from a large
city. Moreover, none of the foArH.T.A. selection committee members had any publishing experience.
When Graves was asked to present his proposal he suggestguhgddar-column weekly at fifty cents

per week; subscriptiomgerevolunteeed and solicited by individual lodge officers and sent to Graves in
groups. It is not known what else the Graves presentation included but after a couple of hours of
deliberationW. W. got the job.

Perhaps one reason Graves was able to present the winning préwasahjsetecknowing he was an
underdog When he was approached by Fitzsimmons and Scott he knew his existing plant was woefully
short of equipment and capacity for a lam@ameof paper thatvould be distributed across several states.
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In his own words, when Fitzsimmons approached him with the pragpect:/ oo ked at t he o/l d
hand press and my small supply of type and pondered a minute. The outlook was raemgobut

while | had been acquiring the confidence of the people, | had also acquired considerable confidence in
mysel f. / told him | could do the work. o

Before going to the selection committee Graves formulated a plan including the equipment teedould

At the center of his equipment requirement was acquiring the largest Gordon jobber he could get. He
analyzed the project costs and decided with limited available cash and a desire not to endanger his credit; he
would have to purchase equipmergraliie got the contract and ramp up very quickly. That is what he did.

While many publishers gave Graves little chance at success, he didH. Th®. paper met with favor
fromthestartand / t hrew my force i nt o icbveramsdididmybesttot he i e
¢ o0 v e Mhe tirtutation rapidly grew to 7,000, and it looked like it would continue to grow. However,

Graves was stricken with a sesak spell and the paper suffered as a reshls absenég& When he

returned his circulation list had dwindled, then World War 1 started. While circulation never returned to

its highest numbers it still served as a power for the order.

In 1925 Graves leased the Journal to A. J. Hopkins of St. Paul and tldiedribleA.H.T.A. news. After
Hopkins died suddenly in December 1931, Graves reassumed editorship of the paper in January 1932.

The A.H.T.A. and its newspapsawsomename changes as Graves and the association modified its
operations in an attempttok¢g it current with changi ng -Thiefmes. T
Association in October of 1928. The paper briefl
then back téA.H.T.A. News. In May of 1932 Hugh Gresham of Cheney, KSHidhg subscription list

and goodwill of the paper and moved it to Cheney and it suspended operations within a few months.

A.H.T.A Job Required Expansion

Within a year of getting t#eH.T.A. contracthis business had outgrown the original upstairs Journa
office. Then, opportunity knocked again. A friend offered a large, good but ratdemmubrick building

for a fourth of its cost on easy terms. Graves jumped at the opportunity and the building served as the
Journal Pblishing office for the remalar of his time with the paper.

Again, more information about Graves and the A.Hi§iAcluded inChapter4.

The Kansas Knight

In 1921 the Knights of Columbus of Kansas wanted to start a monthly newspaper. Some of the members
knew of Gr avaksaldd theyeaskedohiangoe a proposition. He submitted a proposal and was
selected to publish the paper.

This was another large job for Journal Publishing. The Kansas Knight was-sizadlonhgazine

sometimes with forty or more pag&®hilecirculda i on i s unknown, the paperds
all across the state. The job carried many opportunities and it changed the way he operated somewhat.
Instead of taking the entire job on himdedf hired some of the mechanical veydbecause hdid not

%5 This might have been the bought he had with ulcers in 1913.
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want to dump the job into his shop too abruptly. Graves published the paper until 1938 when he sold it to
Clayton Walton of Wichit&.

Kansas Degree of Honor Messenger

To begin, W. W. was not the editor of the Kansas Degree of Honor Messengewdsiprinted in and
distributed from the JournRlublishingpffice under his oversight.

The Degree of Honor Protective Associatieais foundeth 1886 as the Ladies Auxiliary of the Ancient
Order of United WorkmenAOUW). Membership was originallgraprised of wives, daughters,
mothers and sisters of the AOUW. Their purpose was to provide fellowship for the women and also
support the AOUW.If a husband died, contributions were collected from members to help support the
widow and her children. Eveally, the Ladies Auxiliary separated from the AOUW and began issuing
"benefit certificates" in $500, $1,G0® $2000 amounts, payable upon the death of a sjouse.

I n September of 1915 Journal Publi shing assumed p
Kansas Degree of Honor Messenger. Mrs. Gertrude Thielen was the editor. The paper was published by
Journal Publishing from 1915 through June 191%. Whielen served as a local lodge leader and also held
highlevel positions at the state level. The circulation numbers for the paper are unknown.

Other Publications

While the time frame is unknown, Graves also published anétiEeeterinary medicimeagazine for a

locd veterinarian doctor. The publication had a short publicatioamdrfailedafter the farm economy

slumped for a time. There might be other small periodicals because Graves speaks of this job as though it
was an example of small poationgMaking Money

Journal Operations and Main Characters

As previously mentioned theH T A . Wee k|l y contract was Gravesd first
expand his business and this included both floors space and equipment. Aftemimkiagiéew ground

floor facility he was able to acquire more modern equipment. In fact, his equipment was more modern

than the local, St. Paul, utilities could accommodat8eptember of 1908 Graves installed his own

electrical power plant poweredaygasoline engitfe This allowed him to buy and install a Babcock

newspaper press, a newspaper folder, a Dexter book folder, a Monitor atittteeupgrade his type

*% Journal, May 1, 1938

57 Degree of Honor Protective Association Information: Dlegree of Honor Protective Association began in 1886 as the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Ancient Order of United Workmen. Membership was originally comprised of wives, daughters, mothers and sister
of the AOUW. Their purpose was to provide fellowship for theam and also support the AOUWn the early days, if a

husband died, contributions were collected from members to help support the widow and her children. Eventually the Ladies
Auxiliary separated from the AOUW, and began issuing "benefit certifit&®80,i $1000 and $2000 amounts, payable upon the
death of a spouse. The organization had tremendous appeal, offering friendship, mutual help and ifiserasseciation kept

up with the times and today it is operated as a foundation managed bydd giamapn executives. In addition to insurance

products they also provide scholarships and other benefits to meimt@isdegreeofhonor.com/index.html

°® Graves also notes that the initial gasolig:nerwas problematic leading him to later upgrade to a steam engine. In addition to
powering the shop equipment, the steam electrical system ran lights and fans for his shop and supported his pichee shows. T
steam from the engine was also used tattheathop and adjacent theater.
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fonts. At the time his Babcock machine was one of the best in the locality. lretlled the first
Linotype machine in southeast Kansa3hese upgrades werery significant for two reasons.

J—

Journal Staff (Beginning Lower Right)

W. W. Graves - At Desk

Miss Clara Munding - 2nd Desk

8 A.J. Hopkins - Standing, Foreman
Joseph McNeal - Printer

Kathryn "Kitty" Bohrer -At Linotype

This photo was taken in approximately
1903 from the back of the Journal Office
Looking toward the east. A.J. Hopkins
was originally hired as foreman of the
Journal and later ran the paper, under a
N lease agreement, until the time of his
death in 1931.

The Linotype machine shown in the
left side of the picture was among the first
used in a southeast Kansas printing office.

Figurell - St. Paul Journal OfficeApprox. 1903

First it moved Graves out of the statuasimalitown newsparman and into the realm of being a-full
service print shop, bindend publishing operation. This allowed him to publish a much broader range
of productsand it would serve him well as he began his historical writing. This will be discussed more in
thefollowing sections.

Second, W. W. 0s power plant was installed about f
and about nine years before a local area electrical grid was estahtistesla little ahead of local
progress.

Business &ffingand Partnerships.

Along with capital improvements came a larger staff and the eventual need to turn parts of the business over
to trusted employees. As noted earlier Graves started his Journal Publishing business with the help of his
wife and a local boy. Waking Moneywith a Country Newspap@raves notes he was able to secure the
services of a very good printer for about fifteen years until a political appointment lured him away. He also
trained three young men in the trade; one of which became a Methodist presxther,\vaent into

business for himself and the third stayed with him. He also employed several young women who did
everything from mail coordinationdoing setup up work for printing jobs. He tried incentive plans to

retain the services of good workarsluding profisharing and some of the incentives worked well for him.

I n or about 1899 W. W. Graves hi rledhattsomapdegioudr ot he
printing experience in Pittsburg. In July of 19@2vould become the Jouri@ifice foremaff. He

%It is not known exactly when the Linotype was installed, but a 1912 Sanborn fire insurance map notes its existencal in the Jou
office building.

g0 Journal, July 1, 1902

[39] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

remained with the Journal until 1918 when shaftér the start of World War he was appointed as a

deputy U. S. Internal Revenue collector with headquarters in Wichita. Later he was transferred to Parsons.

In about 1921 he wenito a partnership with Joe Walker of Parson in an accounting firm.

In December of 1924 A. J. Hopkins returned to St. P&
January 1 of 192Be assumed control of the St. Paul Jouandl

the A.H.T.A. Weekly’* under a lease agreement with Graves. W
W. retained editorship of tHéansas Knight newspaper. The
reason given for the change was to allow Graves to get stine res
During his time with Gravgdopkins was also actiirethe early :
theater operations.

Gravesd relationship with A.
Tuesday, December 22 of 1931. Hopkins, who had been in poo
health for some time, was walking uptown to get his morning sha
at theEwingbarbershop. Just as he reactiedSorkHarness
Shop he fell striking his head on a gas pipe. He was carried into
thebarbershop where attempts were made to revive him. A
Catholic priest, Father John Fox C. P., was also called to baptize

il

him. Hopkins died within ¥z hour of the falldannderlying coronary health problems plus the concussmn

from the fall wereonsidered the causef death. Figurel2- A. J. Hopkins

On January 1, 193%V. W. Graves reassumed control of the St.
Paul Journal and on January 30 he again became editor of the
A.H.T.A. Weekly. Graves w#&d years old and wagjaina fult
time newspaper editor. During the next three years Graves wo
make two substantial changes that he hoped would allow him tg
down:

In May of 1933he sold the subscription list for AdH.T.A.
newspaper to Hugh Gresham of Cheney, Kansas and it was mo
Cheney. The sale of the paper that he created, and that helped
get a firm start in his business, probably came with some regret;

On January 13, 193the Journal reported that Fieldingds.S.

0 H o p pepkins, the son of A. J. Hopkins, would enter into a
business arrangement with the Jouandlwould have duties in the
mechanical departmen®On January 17, a second statated that
Hopkins would become a partner in Journal Publishing, as soon
he could close his contract with the Erie Record. The resulting f
wascalled Graves & Hopkins. It should be noted that hiring F. S
was notnepotistic ppointment. Hopkirs had learned the Figure13-F. S. "Hoppy" Hpkins

%% One of the first things Hopkins did was retdma hame of the A.H.T.A. Weekly to that original name. Two years earlier the

paper had changed its name to the Rural Digest, a move that apparently was not popular.

%2 This is about eleven years after Graves had been treated for ulcers, and two yehesviesayperated on for a ruptured
appendix.

[40] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

printing trade in the Journal office. He also $xkradditional years of experienaane year in Kansas
City and six with the Erie Record. He had a reputation as being one of the best printers in the region. He

was an active Demect whi ch fit the paperods political alignr

business which fit into another of Graveds busine
0Some radical changes in the mnedandhvwaldes pol i ci es
put into effet as soon as arrangements can be made. No changes will be made in the
political policies. o

At this pointW. W. Graves was 63 years old and had a trusted, younger axgodd position to take
charge of his Jourfial

Businessmafsraves

As noted earlier the main reason Graves was successhadtivasvas a businessman; an entrepreneur
who would take risks amehoprospered with several of his ventures. However, some of his businesses
were shodived, partiallpecause they detracted from his main interests.

As a businessman, Graves was very attentive to business opportunities, cost management, labor relations
team dynami¢gnd risk management. While these are concepts taught in gl@gdnisiness schools,

yuonly have to read his oOMaking Money with a Count
manage several projects or businesses at the same time. Some examples follow

Printing and Job Work

oThe active, t hi nki ng pforhisiiélé if he knaves hawttoe e nt i r e U
cultivate it. If 1 had been content with local business this book would not have been
written. But even the [ocal bu¥%iness can be i

The Journal Press was much more than a newsplfiger Graves knew that the process of printing

newspapers and other publications was permedgtteiletime when his equipment and employees were

al s o /dleditnes eatupprofitls he sai d. He wor k edmemihjopbwtkard at
including business forms, booklets, fquds, yearbookand a variety of products that could be produced

in his shop. While much of his business was by special order; he also printed and stocked items that could

be purchased from his storefrontodked items included calendars, hymnals, general business forms, etc.

Il n some cases, when he did custom forms for custo
he could recommend process improvements requiring his specially designed fedgsrsr He printed

booklets, study guidemnd yearbooks for the schools and fraternal groups. And while the schools did get

some preferential treatment from Gravesytstill paid for his products. He also had no problem with

going oubftown or eve outofstate for his customerRefer to Chapter 4 for further discussion,

i ncl udi ovg wadsaaboathd@v he grew a substantial job printing aratdeaibusiness from his

~

A.H.T.A. Weekly newspaper contrgét YoungBusinessia n 6 s P e rirepiglanteGraup). o f

&3 Hoppy Hopkins was 35 years old when he assumed partnership with Graves.

“Opening Quote by W. W. Graves in his chapter on o0Creating J
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Figurel4- Sork Harness and Livery Shop

Livery and Harness Shop

In 1908 W. W. Graves and a local harness makened Jo Sork entered into a business partnership that
continued for more than 37 years. Joe Sork was born in German in 1870. He and his family arrived in the
United States when he was three years old. Between 1891 and 1904 he had two differeshioiparitess

Osage Mission and St. Parnd worked briefly, in the harness business, in Sedan, Karbs&dgin,

Nebraska. It is not clear if he maintained his business interests here in his dbseat@sing to St.

Paul in 1904 Sork was employedHtoy Wull Harness Shop. In 1908 a disastrous fire started in the
Koenigdés Hardware store and spread to the Null sh
destroye®f. On May 18, 1908wo adjacent St. Paul Journal articles report the begafriirgSork &

Graves partnership:

T The first article describes Henry Nullds visit
Sork and Company. This article describes the
apparent plan to riee.

T A second article directly below the first is h
this articlethe Nulls express thanks for their friends and patrons. They also encourage local
customers to continue to support the new business

% Journak April 2, 1908
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0The memberf the new firm need no introductiem the people o6t. Paul and vicinity, as they have for
a long period been engaged in business, and their standing in this communkyaesweglall. They are
men of honesty and integrity is unquestionable awith busi ness a%hil ity is unsu

Followingheac qui si ti on of the Null business, W.W. Grave
buildingé for the S&.rThe skop®ascompletegd haraesss®ck was smibvedp

intothenewbi | ding in October of 1913. The Jcocarrynal art
a bigger and better of horse millinery than ever

Sork and Company continued in business until August of 1935 when Jo Sork decided to retire. At that
time he assigned his personal interest in the business to Graves who liquidated t& blisiaést St.

Paul without a harness and shoe shop. After retiredmeSork moved to Kansas City where he passed
away in 1953,

Automobile Business

The January 21, 1915t. Paul Journahnthe first of
what was a series of advertisements for the Graves &
George AutAgency The ads promoted the attributes of g

The “V/onder Car.”’

the Maxwell Touring car st ;&“T»ai;ff:ﬁ:?i3= hematle 11 gonder C
. . . { value ever offered under $1009,
This business was a partnership betweeMMGraves Poera, vy lnt ard c_me;fofﬁel;mm riding
. and most economical cars in the world.
and St. Paul businessman Ed. Geoilgee Maxwellhad A splendid, fully equipped real 5 tamily

automobile. With Sims high tension magneto, sliding

refinemensthat allowed it to hold the road at speeds of // s transmission, left hand deive center control, anti-

skid tires on rear and—

fifty miles per hour. Thiwaspretty remarkable Practically All the High Priced
considering the condition of roaalghat time. The ,“F:’m.°fo,,5*,:%i‘“"¥:f .e,ﬂ...f:.?rfmd bl

climbing car in the world. The car with a pure stream-line body.

This venture might be an \ex afipth wdapstmiesgphuyy eds tende
toward innovationAt one time, during the early 1900s,
Maxwell was one of the top thmeanufacturers of
automobiles. Theintroduced severaldvancescluding
shaft drive instead of chain drive used on most other ca
of the time; and suspension and steering features that
made them popular wittace drivers In 1916, a

Maxwell touringar set a coast-coast record, speeding GRAVES & GEORGE, Agents
from New Jersey to California in just ten days and sixtee =t Teal Eandde
hours. Beforeachieving ace fighter pilot status during

World War |, Eddie Rickenbackded his Prestdite

Figurel5- Graves & George Maxwell Auta
Advertisement from the January 31, 1915 ¢
Paul Journal

% Journals May 14, 1908

“The Annals of St. Pau | Thefnewr fire $regb huikingbeing erécled by WOW. &raveafgr the Sok
& Co. harness shop, is about completethe corresponding Journal article just sayee plasterers havalmost completed their
work in the Graves building."

% Journal August 22, 1935
%9 Journal January 9, 1954
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racing team to several victories in Maxwedl cacs.Maxwell later merged into the Chrysler Corporation
and the brand name disappeared.

The August 17, 1918ournal reports that W. W. Graves and Ed George dissolved their partnership in the

auto business. Mr. George continued with the businesas Hn amicable separatiased by the

pressure of other businddeesawmkei ahtiedeei ded cGr e
contract with the Maxwell Company and what appears to be a growing bG&oggs.and Graves also
operatedareal estate partnership for a tithe

Theater / Convention Halls

From 1909 through 1912 Graves built two gathering halls in downtown St. Paul. The first was first called
OSummer Theater or Conventi on HaWhytohdktwerebugteoc ond w
closely spaced in time? The details of this and the exact location of the first building are not clear. What is
clear is that Graves built the buildings because of his perception of need and a sense of pride in his
community. The constuction and operation of the building®also interesting because Graves installed

electrical lighting in the first structure at least five years before St. Paul had its own electrical power grid and
about 18 years before the town connected to a regientiical distribution system. The construction and

use of these two buildegreinteresting and complicated enough to deserve a separate appendix

(AppendixD - Pictures Shows, Meeting Ha#lad Confusion

Insurance

While W.W. kept several business interests going during his life, the insuraneagaiemainstag a
second professiors early as 1900 (age 29) he purchdssldcallnsurance Company of Jthompson,
representing The American Central, Hanover, Phoenix and Springfield Fire Insuraritiei<started a
lifedong intereststarting with fire insuranaghich &olvedinto afull-service insurance agency.

In June of 1932 rank A. Munding purciised the insurance business of M. J. Kelley of St. Paul and

consoidatedit with the Graves agencytlas Grave® Munding Insurance Agency. The business office was

in the Journal office and the company reported they represented sixteen of the bipgssiramdance

companies in America. Graves ran part of the business from the office and Munding did much of the
outsideworK! Thi s partnership remai ned dndanuary 3 t9déndint i | Fr
at that time W. W. Graves continued the business alone for a shoft time.

I n February of 1946 Graves took on a partner Fiel
formation of the Gravesopkins Insurance Agen€y This relationship contired until his death and
Hoppy Hopkins continued the business in both St. Paul and Coffeyvilleeudiddin 1969.

0 Journald March 26, 1908

" Journab June 9, 1932

2 Journal January 3, 1946 and Journal January 10, 1946
3 Journal January 24, 1946
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Other Business Notes:

I n addition to the above businesses, Gr agrelatedd n ame
to othe businesses

1 Graves is identified as theganizindreasurer of the St. Paul Medicine Compahichwas
organized and chartereddevelopa fever remedy discovered by a member of the Passionist
order. (Later disbanded because of distribution probléni897) ™

i Graves is identifieals a director on the local board of &etnha Loan Association, of Lawrence
(18985°

Appointed as a Correspondent for the St. Paul Board of 14ii899}°
Appointed as #quidating agentfal o c a | FarmefY6s Bank (1925)
Identified as a Director for St. Paul Building & Loan (1626)

=A =4 =4 =4

He held an interest or ownership of a home appliance store that was liquidatedin 1940

Wanted to Retire, Needed to Retire, Coou

As previously mentioned, by early 1935 W. W. appeared tohisJeurnal in the capable hands of
Fielding Hopkins. He wasrobablylooking forward to winding down and devoting more tiniésto
historical research and writing. August of 1935his longtime business associate Joe Sork decided to
retire and consigned their business to Wtb\closdt. Sork retired to Kansas City and Graves had one
less business to concern himself with. In December of the sameeymablished his first attempt at a

hi storically based Indawaryof ®3Jbk start@&mpubkskeny instatineeats of thed
book in the Journal to promote intereBor the moment, things were going well.

But 1936 was not going to be a good year. In May he fell betlloukile attending the Democratic Party
convention in Wichita. He was brought home and then to Mount Carmel Hospital in Pittsburg where he
underwent surgery for a glandular condition. After a onthhospitalizatigme was released to recover
athome. Then, on the 3®f July Emma died unexpectedly after what had seemed to be a minor heart
attack. The woman he had met at a newspaper office; that had setttygie iewspaper in thetchen

of their home; and who helped him establish the Ne@ounty Historical Society was suddenly géiee

41 year®f marriage

Af t er Emmads d emhavhremai@daativeansiocad events and remaining business interests
but he continued divesting some of the@raves Hall continued to be udedbasketball games, farm
expositions, dances, and local and area meetings as well as for theater and rApvilest 1938 he sold

™ Journals September 16, 1897

> Neosho County JourndlJanuary 13, 1898
8 Neosho County JournélDecember 14, 1899
" Journald February 18, 1925

8 Journal February 24, 1926

9 Closure of the store is discussed in an article in the September 26,U940tiss Journal. Earlier information regarding his
interest in the store has been elusive.
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his business interest and subscription list to the Kansas Knight Newspaper to Clayton Walton who moved it

to Wichitd®. The foll owing September he published his oLi
which might have been one of his favorite works. In April of h839as elected as a director of the local

schoo] and the following year he sold out and closed mEehappliance stote By this time he had

turned much of the dap-day Journal operations over to Fielding Hopkins. He still served in an advisory
position and occasionally wrote one of&i§ o ur n a | Mano6 editorials.

The early 1940s brought two significeventstoGr avesd | i f e. One was good a
unexpected and very discouraging for a man in his 7Gbeught héhad successfully bowed out of the
dayto-day operation of a newspaper.

First, in October of 1941 W. W. Graves married longtime friend Susie Gibbons. It appears as though

Susie had known W. W. and Emma Graves for somelteh@eE mma 6s deat h. She had
Graves with founding the Neosho County Historical Satiete than ten years earlier. Susie had built

her own reputation as a writer and poetstmehad some works published both locally and nationally. She
seemed wethatchedo help W. W. with his historical research and writing.

The second event had te la shocking letown for a man who was getting his later life back together and
was living his latiée ambitions. During Late December of 1941, Fielding Hopkins was abruptly called to
Parsons and informed his services were needed at the shell Iteatiimgsppport of the war effortn

other words, Hopkins was drafted into a civilian position. In the January 1, 1942 issue of the Journal
Graves wrote:

oOF. S. Hopkins, who has been in charge of t he
last weekvithout notice and was informed his services were needed in an executive

position at the new shell loading plant. He reported to work there Monday and is now

being trained to be ready for the duties of his new position as soon as the equipment and

building are ready. We had considered him a fixture in the Journal office, but the

government needs him more than we do and he promptly answered the call. He is a

mighty good man and will do his very best in any position in which they put him. The boys

at thefront must have material with which to fight, and he is one of the men who will do his

bit to see that they get it. He will continue to reside in Std Paul.

This seems to reflect the political and patriotic nature of Gravebeqritle that his friend and business
associate had received an important war appointBeha separate article, in the same jgefiects
some frustration and perhaps a bit of fear:

"Two years ago | sought to retire to the sideline in this newspapeséusiealth and
advancing years were pressing incentives. A younger man could better fill my place. But
the exigencies of war necessitate many changes whether we like them or not."

He was seventy years old, his health was bediofilghim and hevas backih he edi t or 6 s chai
immediate prospects for quittindit this point he was probably pretty active in trying to find another

person interested in another lease or eyaurchase arrangement. The July 20 1944 issue of the Journal

ranthe following brief article:

8 Journal May 1, 1938

8 There is little information on the appliance store other than a September 26, 1940 Journal announcement that the was selling
inventory ad closing it down.
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oowing to i1l health | would |i ke to [/ ease the
which might be permanent. Might sell to reliable party on desirable terms. W. W.
Graves. o

At this point he wanted out from undéne business, but he still wanted his child to have a good parent.

False Starts

Less than a year after the above article Gapypesmredo have found an experienced andhpetent

buyer for his newspaper. Mr. and Mrs. James S. Wéloim Wichita, took @erthe Journal iMay of

1945. Thefollowing article which appeared in the Chanute Tribune in Late May could have almost been
written by Graves himself. It seems to express the pride and optimism that W. W. might havéhielt with
sale

o0So W. Whas $bld Aisvg@arold St. Paul Journal and on next Friday will take his
name from the mast where it has been for approximatelyaehalfy. What memories

of thosdive decades as a newspaper publisher he must have! Historian at heart that he is,
with a volume of his own Neosho County History to be completed by Dec. 31 of this year
if his health permits, what a story of Kansas weekly newspaper publishing he could write!

The retiring St. Paul publisheasiwitnessed the greatest change in prirsimgype since
Lourens Gutenberg invented iwocess in Strasbourg in 1438. When he entered the

little newspaper shop to take over back there in 1895, Osage Mission, which later became
St. Paul, was an outpost. His paper was started 12 years bdfore Swett Monitor and

a year before what is now known as Chanute found a place on the County Map. He
published through that period when the tramp printer, now all but extinct, had to be
sobered in time to make the publication deadline. And the offies wever considered

to have reached its ripened age until it became stoipged it would stand alode
doubtlesshe could write a chapter on that. He was active through an era when he could
ride free on a rallroad pass with a string attached oufteeoa@hange a column wrilp

on his front page publicizing a forthcoming school play for which he was entitled to free
adamission. The early part of the 50 years covers a period when the publisher must have
regarded his paper of little value, it wasiat@when the editor was content to exchange
his subscription for cordwood and his advertising space for merchandise at the store.
Fortunately, Mr. Graves has remained to see advertising space become a thingaf value
commodity he has for sale thatrofeants have learned is essential for the groufibiof
business and for which they are willing to pay money, the same as they employ clerks to
wait on trade or purchase fuel to keep their place comfortable.

So the Journal will pass on to new handsafniehen Mr. and Mrslames S. Welch,

experienced newspaper people from Wichita will take over the name and equipment of

one of the older weeklies of Kansas. But the memories of those 50 years cannot be a part

of the Transactiod that is a possessionof M Gr aves wil |l retain as his

This Tribune article was reprinted in the Journal on May 31, 1945. Another article in the same issue
reassures residents that Susie Graves0 card shop
pemanent transition of ownership of the Journal seemed to be firm until October of the same year. That is
when James and Maurine Welch turtieeloperation of the paper over to Engelbert J. Meyéfisile the

October 25, 1945)ournal announcement spokethigy of Meyer s he, and per haps
up to the hype.
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The March 28, 1946 issue of the Journal announced that Graves was again the editor, and in a rather

harshly worded article he: explains that Meyers breached his contract withdiSchaiesed all

responsibilities for bills contracted by Meyers; and asked that local customers continue to support the

newspaper.

Graves name was agai nstmeeddoewhere ibvouldireanaind for about avd y@ags. ma s t
The Journal waagain sold to George L. Hodges, another Wichita newspaperman who took possession on

April 16, 1948. The statement of ownership, published in the October 7 1948 Journal said that W. W.

Graves was a security holder in the paper; and George L Hodges ighgipdulitorand business
manager. It also reported thia¢ average circulation for the past 12 months was 600. Atd#d&er

newspaper article suggests that Hodges wagdryiegd into the community. He, Eddie George, Father

Miles, and others habed a committee to install lighting and improvements in the local baseball field.

I't was also at about this
to seriously deteriorate. In December of 1%%8was
hospitalized at the Mayo Clinic for an ailment thasieady
crippling him. In the December 16, 1948urnal Graves
reported from the Clinic:

O . hat hetis suffering from the same ailment as Kii
George, the chief diffFa
being toldbf his case while few know of mine."

The worsemg health was compounded by other problems.
The May 26, 1949 issue of the Journal announced that,
because of failing health, George Hodges was stepping a
from the St. Paul Journal and, again turning operations ov
W. W. Graves. o0Hbddgasdepartire was s
much more gracious and understanding tlayers
departured possiblyout of empathy:

OTakes ovePaper- Because of circumstances state
last week, | am again in caitof the Journal asit
owner. This Is not to my liking, but cannot be avoig
Just now. An effort has been made to sell the pape
but so far those who have come to see were eithe
short of cashradid not seem (o fit the situation. We
have been stimg to find a man who gave evidence
that he could make good here. The gafs still for
sale to the rigltan.

/ am too old and not physically fit to hold the Journ&
up to the high standard it deserves, and want to giFigure16 - By the late 1940's W. W. Graves
way to a younger man. But in theantimewe will  was in poor health and eventually had a for
do the best we can. amputated, but, lacking a suitable buyer he
was still struggling to keep his newspaper

All accounts due to the Journal for job printing and live

advertising, to date, are payable to Mr. Hodges bul®
may be paid at the Journal office. Subscriptions are
paid to me.
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We are sorry that circumstances have betmegsare and that Mr. Hodges is physically
unable to continue in the newspaper business. His relations with me have been those of a
gent/l eman. He will seek highe?® work than he c

In the same issue as the above, he told lderethat he was partially crippled in his feet and asked
customers to please bring or phone their news items to the Journal Office.

To heap difficulty onto difficutfusi eds health was on a decline and
problems. h earlyOctober of 194%, Susie Gravemok a serious fall at the Journal office and broke her

hip. Consistent with hip injuries of that time, she was confined to the Parsons Mercy Hospital for about six
weeks. When she came back home in early December, botha Gr av e s ddandvitevoulel cr i ppl
get worse.

By 1950 the health issues wit hwhateamputdiieofaffoeteavas and |
necessary. On July 18 his right foot was amputated in Kenosha, WisBahsiynDecember heeported
that he was back on the job and would have Volume Il of his History of Neosho County finished soon.

But the Journal was operating on borrowed time. Graves was physically unable to keep up with the intensity
of setting up ahpublishing a newspar. Fielding Hopkins was, as described by Grewesster of

ceremonies tlaetJournal Office while also trying to run his insurance business. However, Fielding was

not familiar with the newer typesetting equipment and much of the typesetting haldkhedeut to other

printers and printingssistance was getting harder to come by. By early 1951 Graves and Hopkins were
seriously considering suspendimgpapet

Finally, a Break

OnJuly 12, 195k frontpage Jour nal announderment itti tbhleekndAnSwad
news pap eshiposlysseywhadeended. Kerm Powers, a well know southeast Kansas newspaperman

and editor of the Thayer News agreed to assume control oLiimnalJoHe was the last owner of the paper

and would run it for attle over ten years untifiihallyclosed in November of 196@rhe Erd of The

Journab- below)

The terms of the sale included moving printing operatioRsotave r 6 s faci |l ity in Thaye
retained its name, would have a St. Paul dateahdewvould be mailed from St. Paul. A business office

was maintained in the St. Paul Journal Office building and W. W. Graves and Fielding Hopkins would staff
thatd f i c e, which was also Hopkinsd insurance office
and that office also accepted some job printing work for some time.

The following month Irma Haverly, of St. Paul, assumed the role of editor, withP¢&rers as publisher.

A Journal article of August 2 announced she would be working from the Journal office two afternoons a
week but would aldwme available at her home for Journal Business. Graves and Hopkins were also on
reserve to take care of bussyedien Mrs. Haverly could not. This arrangement seems to have worked for
several years. In later years anotheskweln St. Paul person, Lucy Klein, assumed the role of
advertising representative.

82 Journal June 2, 1949.
8 Journa® October 6, 1949
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A Silent Hero

With the previously described diffigulit is logical to wonder how Graves kept the business going before

he finally sold it. Why di dn dtbwntpdpers? JParuoftimea | | ust
reason is probably just pl ai eventsahewadntoo gobrwfthéalbhr nne s s
to keep it goingWhat he did have wasguardian angel named Fielding Hopkins. After Hopkins

completed his war assignment at the Parsons ammunition plant, he and Graves were still associates in the
Insurance business. Asa@eshealth deteriorated, Hoppy stepped in and managed the business, kept

presses rollingnd did whatever it took to keep the weekly issues on time. In the July 12, 1951 issue of the
Journal that announced the sale of the paper to Powers, Graveseagkpis thanks eloquently:

oWords do not afford me a means foofs expressing
heartycooperation during a trying timBuring weeks of suffering from a foot ailmeni,

followed by the amputation of the foot one year ageafmed on the work of issuing the

Journal, even to the neglect of his own business, othevevigeuld have had to close the

shop and quit months ago. For thfiee community also owes him jts gratitude. He was

i ndeed a friend i n time of need. o

The Erd of The Journal

In November of 1961the 93year life span of the pioneer newspaygdanas came to a sudden and
undignifiedend. The November 16 issue was released as normal with no announcements or signs of
trouble. It even included a reminder of hgew could tell when your subscription payment was due by
looking at the postal label of that is§tigurel?7). That was the last St. Paul Journal.

The only announceent of the demise of the Journal came in the November 30, 1961 issue of the Parsons
News that carried the following stomypage 7.

@A Long Life and a Good One

This week seems tiet h e 0 S wiarthe StoPawg burnal, as an individual weekly
newspaper publication. The Journal was the aftermath of thtaormmes Osage Mission
Journal, probably one of the oldest publications in the state of Kansas. No question, that
Osage Mission, now St. Pé&ione of the pioneer settlements in the state.

lt was in 1938 that the St. Paul Journal, under of guidance of the late W. W. Graves and F.
S. Hopkins (a present St. Paul resident), celebrated asm@ersary. The late W. W.
Graves published theymal for some 65 (Sit)years.

This last week Kerm Powers of Thayer, who has been publisher of théopapepast
10 yearsfrom July 1951, turned the subscription list of the Journal to the Parsons News,
David Tippet, owner.

Mr. Tippet has indicatethat it will be impossible to continue the Journal as a separate
publication and further indicates that it will become a section of his picturesque weekly
Parsons News.

Dave Tippet is no stranger to the people of the St. Paul community, and his picture
appears in the History of Neosho County newspapers, as an Intertype operator for the
Journal when the history was published i n St.

8 Note: To the best of our knowledge W. W. Graves published the paper from January 1896 through July 1951, or more than 55
year s. (Correction not eRauliThe Shan Gong forhé B.rPgubJoudtmpyiight 2009 | s of St .
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HOW TO TELL WHEN YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRES

® By looking at the date opposite
your name on the address of your-
paper, you can tell when your sub-
scription to this paper expires.

If your label reads 3-1-60, this
means your subsecription expires
March 1, 1960. Your prompt re-
mittance will be appreciated: Al
low one month for credit correction
after renewal.

Figurel7 - Subscription Reminder From the Last Issue of the St. Paul Journal.
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Chapte 3 - Historiand Author & Publisher

il have never put out a book for which | entert
rewar d. [ have always written because | coul dn
accolade of earthly happiness to be engaged in assembling data for another

book.é¢ ¢ Hi story has held first place in my heart.

like opening a door that leads to an avenue of time and there seeing the passing

show, the travel by ox teams with covered wagons, the fording of the streams,

the resting at night beneath the stars, listening to wild geese over the tree tops i

al l brings to mind how the world had.Whanged in
Graves

Outside of St. PawlV. W. Graves is best known akistorian and writer. The mavho toiled over

missionary manuscriptsewspaper recorgand minute articles written before him, is now recognized as

one of the most important historical sources for Neosho and surrounding counties. Why is that important?
Becausé&raves knew that tleseaimmediatelyabove the Indian Territory (now Oklahonteyderline

and between the Missagtate line and the Verdigris Riwgas the starting poifatr frontier history in

southern Kansas. He also knew that Neosho County, with a focus on thamtteeconafluenceof the

Flat Rock Creek with the Neoshwas the point from whidommerce, civilization, Christianiyd

education would emanate during the early andl8fidentury. Maybethe driving sentiment behind his
historical work was that he wanteceadhto know what he had learned.

The Scope of Chapter 3:
Chapter 3 is presentedtiree gctions:

a) Spirit of aHistoriand Where did he get his interest in history
b) His historical works
c) How the roles of Author and publisher meshed with Graves

The Spirit of eHistorian

Graves was a religious ma&t.some point in his later lifee must have believed tlzdd hadput him on
earth at exactly the right tinaed in exactly the right spetvith a reason.

William Graveswas ten years old in 1881 when his family moved to Osage Mission, Kansas. He attended
public school and wagven an opportunity attend the local Jesuit College, St. Francis Institute. He

graduated from the instituteJane of 1891 and the school was closed that $priflge Osage Mission
Journal noted that Will Graves 0got away withod se
commencemeft. The following October he would turn twenty. During his adoleagdntoung adult

% He notes he graduated from St. Francis Institute the year it cldgéthg Money with a Country Newspapd. W. Graves,
1926,pg. 3

8 Annals of Osage Missid@pg. 433
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years he would witness the transformation of a humble Indian school into a thriving and historical
community:

He witnessethelate stages of the explosive growthefown ofOsage Mission. This was a building

boom that inflated the palation of the city, with highly skilled masons, carpeatetsraftsmen, for

more than a decade. These tradesmen were building the lardjajshkelll stone structures on the east

edge of town, while others built homes and businesses. Many coesramiing up during the period of

the westward expansion, but few did it with the fervor of his town. While many communities had to
establish churches and schools to become viable, Osage Mission was founded on religion and education
more than three decasl®efore his arrival.

He watched the walls of a stone chubhett wastarted eight years before his arrival slowly rise into one of
the most recognizable structures in eastern Kansas. Then, in 1888 the iconic Osage Missionviag church
razed.

He attended the St. Francisstitute the college that was built by the Jesuit missionaries who foluaded

Osage Catholic Mission. He knew the Jesuit missionaries who saw Kansas grow from barren grassland to a
landscape of bustling communities. These merhalped spread seeds of civilization and Christianity

among those communities. He was there when mission founder Father John Schoenmakers passed; and
when Father Paul Ponziglione, the famed 0Jesuit T

St . d&cadendysacross the street from his schaolld expand with the additions of a music hall and a

beautiful new chapel during his time. He saw throngs of young women arrive from across the country for
the school 6s e x<ldekheivand@ari ragd sStp.r oAmmdns Founder Mot
In 1938 he would describe Mot her Hayden as 0é..o0n
foot on the soil of Kansas. 6 In 1890 he attended
acalemy. In 1895 he also witnessed controversy related to changing the name of Osage Mission to St. Paul,
and he wondered if it was the right thing to do.

As he watched one of oWmtosmosdain caemanunity. Bleswatchedthettolvire me nt s
edablish iteledrical power grid; then connect to a regional grid and eventually to a major utility company.
He built his own business grid years before the others got started.

He helped a vigilance group, established before the Civil War; grow ispecied rural detective
association. He would publish their newspapetsupply their officers with management material, he
became a national officer and tried to keep it relevant in a modern, changing world. Then he watched it
fade away.

Hewouldmanage the ofrontier news pagardhewolllddecafewas o f or
years before it died

As W. W. Graves learned about the history of his hometown and county he almost certainly compared it
with his Kentucky roots. Both areas wetading centers of his Catholic faith. The connection with the
Sisters of Loretto was unmistakable and some of the Jesuit Missionaries who served Osage Mission also
served Bardstown, which was down the road from his Kentucky birthplace. For a medigand

historian pieces were there. All he had to do was sort them out and put them together.
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His Historical Worls

For nearly ¥ century Graves published a series of booksireldbcal history, historical figurasd other

subjects. His historical works are listed and described below in the order of copyright or published date. In
addition to the work listed hetee also published a series of books and pamphlets for thiddkaé

Thief Association. Generabypeaking, much of hisH.T.A. publications were instructional but they do

provide insight into how the frontier vigilance group grew and changed during thé eanty80 The
AHTA.books ar e des c Bhafingthe Organizatiborapt er 4, 0

1) Life and Letters of Fathers Ponziglione, Schoenmakers, and Other Early Jesuits at Osage Mission
Sketch of St. Francis Church; Life of Mother Bridff@bpyright 1916) Gravesfirst historical book
tells the story advents leading to, and the foundingledOsage Catholic MissiorMuch of the early
emphasiss onthe Osage anBathers Paul Mary Ponziglione and John Schoenmalkdersever, the
book also includes biographical information on several of the religious chartacteese involved
withthefounding and serviraf the mission.The book is out of print and a very limited number of
hardcopies are known to exidtlowe\er, it is available through Gog@leoks.

2) Making Money with a Country Newspaper (Copyright 1®26)s book is referred to in several places
herein. At the point in time that Graves wrote it he had been in the newspaper business, for himself,
for about hirty years, he felt he had been successful, and decided to share some of his secrets with
other newspaper publishers. The book provides ¢
of his St. Francis Institution education on his lateglifgthe impact that tieH.T.A. contract had
on his business growttt.probablywas not intended to be a historical work but it certainly ended up
being one The book is out of print and a very limited number of copieknown taxist.

3) Life and Leters of Rev. Father John Schoenmakers S. J., Apostle to the Osages (Copyrigjht 1928)
The book covers the life of Osage Mission founder Father John Schoenmakers from the time of his
birth in Holland, througliis education and arrival in the United Staldsst of the book is centered
on his work at Osage Mission. Much of the cont e
reports, lettersand other documents collected by Graves and others. While out of print for some
time, this book was recendligitized by Osage MissiéiNeosho County Historical Society staff.
Otherwise very few copies are known to exist.

4) Annals of Osage Mission (Copyright 198M)ost of the 490+ page book is a compilation of articles
from the Osage Mission Jouffiadfter itwas established in 1886d up to the name change to St.
Paul, in 1895 However, the first 60 or so pagese taken from a variety of sources and indlude
information related to events leading up to, or having a bearing on, the establishment afrthe missi
The book is out of print but the Osage Missiddeosho County Hitorical Society does have several
copies available for sale

8 Clarificatio®The t er m 00Osage Mission Journalé includes both the Os:
the Neosho County Journal, which was the name the paper carried from 1871 to 1890. In 1890 it changed back to Osage Mission
Journal until 189%/hen the name of the town of Osage Mission was changed to St. Paul. References to these names, and the name

St. Paul Journal all refer to the same paper with a continuous business lineage. Refer to Chapter 2 for more infodimggtion reg

the history othe Journal.
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5) The Broken Treaty: A Story of Osage Country (Copyright ®3%) i s i s W. W. Graves?®d
novel. The book is a romaatstory based on historic facts relatatieé®sage Mission between 1849
and the end of the Civil War. Graves advertiseitit he t@emarsc &d¢, Oadventur ebod,
experiencesod6, and O0i nt ens el y The bobkdsroet sffprintragda. It
very limited number of copies are known to exist.

6) The Legend of Greenbush: The Story of a Pioneer Country Church (Copyright I83%ribed by
Graves as 0The story of how a h theprairiesdawsedthim¢oat c hi r
make a vow that if his life was spared, he would erect a church on the spot, and also how that became
the beginning of one of the best country churches in Kansas. The missionary priest is Father Philip
Colleton who also estaltiesi missions at several locations in southeast Kansas, and as far west as Forts
Dodge and Larned. The describes book the history of St. Aloysius Catholic Church and also contains
brief biographical sketches of its earliest priests. The book is oult @fngria very limited number of
copies are known to exist.

7) Life and Times of Mother Bridget Hayden (Copyright 3988 this book Graves described Sister
Bridget Haydeno She was one of tthe most remar kabl e wome]
Kan s a $he book tells her story from childhood through her death at Osage Mission in January of
1890. It also includes information about her two sisters, also Lorettines, Sisters ,Madeline
Margaret Hayden. These three women had a noteworthy imp&ointier America. The book is
out of print and few copies are known to exist.

8) History of Neosho County Newspapers (Copyright 1®38)s 47page book was released by Graves
in August of 1938 in recognition of thé @@niversary of the founding b&tOsage Mission Journal,
which had then become the St. Paul Journal. While he proudly describes the complex lineage of his
own newspaper up to the point of writing, the book also provides a pretty detailed description of the
history and lineage of othawunty newspaper®Vhile brief, it is factual and would be a good research
source for anyone trying to piece togetheearly history of Neosho County journalisitne book is
out of print and a very limited number of copies are known to exist.

9) The PoetPriest of Kansas (Copyright unknownltiefbre1938)d A biography and a collection of the
poems of Rev, T. A. McKernan. The book is out of print and very few copies are known to exist.

10) History of the Kickapoo Mission and Parish: The First Catholic Ghorng€ansa$ (Jointly published
by W. W. Graves, Rev. Gilbert J. Garraghan, S. J. and Rev. Georg® Tmplgight 19389 This
151page book is believed to be a collaboration of work from Graves and the two priests named above.
It describes the histoof the Kickapoo Mission and parish which was the first Catholic Church in
Kansas. The book is out of print and a very limited number of copies are known to exist.

11) Annals of St. Paul: A Third of a Century. From the Change of Name in 1895 to January 1929
(Copyright 1942) The book is a 62page compilation @rticles from the St. Paul Journal (Including
Neosho Count Journal) from the time the name of the town of Osage Mission was changed to St. Paul
in 1895 through December of 1928. It providesrect link to Journal newspaper articles of this
period. The book, combined with The Annals of Osage Mission, provides a resgsascher with
a detailed pathway through events that transforr
modemn 20-century town. The book is out of print and few copies are known 8. exist

% There are probably many copies of The Annals of St. Paul owned by residents of St. Paul or their families. However no attemp
has been made to reproduce the book for several years.
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12) Autobiography of Rev. Eugene Bonancini, D. D.: Early Kansas Missionary; Additions and Notes by W.
W. Graves (Copyright 1942)

13) The First Protestant Osage Missions 18287 (@pyright 1949j 6 Osage Catholic Mission was not
the first of the Osage Indian missions. There were several others strung along the Neosho and
Verdigris Rivers from northern Oklahoma up through Allen and Wilson Counties, Kansas. This book
begins with desiptions of the earliest history of the Osages and the earliest missionary contacts with
the tribe. Then it describes the most prominent Osage missions including Union Mission, Harmony
Mission, Mission Neosho (the first school in Kansas, near,anavoudinot Mission with
comments and descriptions of other missionary efforts. The book is out of print and a very limited
number of copies are known to exist.

14) History of Neosho County, Voluraéand Il (Copyright 194@nd 195} 8 The two volumes of this set
were published aboutl¥2 years apart and are certainly his most ambitious effort. The total page
count for the two books equals 1, pagesand Volume Il includes a very detailed index for both
volumes that equals more than 70 pages iff3tsklis not known how long it took Graves to compile
the information. While some parts of the set include information from his previous works, History of
Neosho County was newly written, with no apparent copying from his other material. The level of
detail istinpressive and much of the information describes fairly specific information regarding politics,
electionsdisastersand other events from the earliest days of Neosho County history. This in itself is
impressive because he has, from necessity, takemerokthe earliest days of Kansas history. More
impressive is the fact that both books were completed at a time when his health was rapidly declining.
During the period between the releases of the two books, his foot was amputated and he had to call for
help to get Volume Il releasgghd he was not happy having to do. tiéd died five months after the
release of Volume II.

15) Annals of St Paul: Supplement, January 1929 to Jun¥& 1988 120page document was the stért o
Volume Il of the original Annals of St. Paul. It was never completed but was bound with some later
copies of the Original Annals of St. Paul book.

16) Antecedents of Osage Mission Kansas by Rev. Paul M. Ponziglidmemall booklet was published
by Grave sometime after 19Had is part of It contains an article about the beginning and growth of
the Osage Catholic Msion; the transition of the mission schools into the Osage Mission colleges and
the death of Father Schoenmakers. Graves has addediansatgarding the article itself and
succeeding events up to the construction of the Passionist Monastery ith&d@ok is out of print
and a very limited number of copies exist.

While the list above is impressive in itself, it is by no meansvieafigistorical work. A simple Google
search of oOKansas State Historical Societyd + his
presentation@nd other material that were provided by Mr. Graves. Moreover, three years ago volunteers

8 This book was written by W. W. Graves, but it was hediby the Carpenter Press of Oswego, Kansas.

% volume I, at 544 pages, was released in June of 1949. Volume Il picked up page numbering from Volume Il has 579 pages and
was released in February of 1952. The page counts described above includentiest @ades and do not include inside title &
copyright pages, a county map or foreword pages.

1 This 120 page document was the start on a Volume Il of the original Annals of St. Paul. It was never completed but was bound
with some | ater copies of the Original Annals of St. Paul b o
QAnndss of St. Paul, The Swan Song of the St. Paul Journal198&% whi ch was copyrighted in 20009
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from the Osage MissiodiNeosho County Historical Society found seven boxes of W. W. Graves material
at the Spencer Research Library at Kansas State University.

It is also know that Graves kept a library of binder notebooks that he used to assemble historical articles,
photos, and other material. From glimpses of his notebook numbering, systewilection must have

been large but the books have been lost. In additios #nmials books, which lead directly to Journal
articles, another valuable references source is his persortatabrg that provides leads on Journal

articles on several subje@R e f e Appendix Gé His Desk andCard Catalogute .

Other SmallWorks by Graves

In addition to the above historical books, andAhd. T.A. books described in Chapter 4, Graves
produced several small books and pamphlets for local lodgé&satholic Churghand others.Examples
of these are:

1) Select Recitatior@sSuitable for Lodge, Churcbr School and Private Entertainment

2) The Weekly News Songst&@Sacred Songs, Old Favorite Songs.

These are probably examples of publications thatpubtished by Journal Publishing over the years.

There are no copyright dates and the nature of the songster itself suggests there might have been many such
booklets. A few of these are on file on display at the Osage MissidNeosho County Museum, bthey

are the only know copies that exist.

A Serious Note:

As you read through the above descriptions of Gitaweks | hope one common thread has come to your

attention. 0The book is out of pri ntmosapredioua very
collections of history, regarding the birthplace of Kansas civilization, is fading away. And more seriously,
very few of St. Paul ds residents are aware of the

will realize the vadth of unreplaceable knowledge that exists in this collection and begin an effort to digitize
or reprint from what is left of this library of wérind reclaim their place as caretakers of the original
frontier town of Kansas.

Writing
Graves wrote forlaving. He was a newspaperman by trade. But when you consider the fact that he wrote

much of the material that went into his weekly newspaper; and consider the number and frequency of
books t hat hetty gdearlthe iovedhtewditei t 6s pr

Organking

W. W. Graves was not only a writer. He, Emaral Suzievere active with, or organizeémbers of
other historical groups:

Neosho County Historical Society

On June 18 of 1930 W. W. and Emma Graves and Suzie Gibbons were present at the firsbfntieeting
Neosho County Historical Society which was held in Chanute. A Journal article of June 19 of that year
noted that Graves was the president and Ester Clark Hill was the sekretdayer letter to Sister Lilliana
Owens Mr. Graves relates:
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0 We veomganized a Neosho County Historical Society that is digging up a lot of data that
was about to be lost. Neosho County is much richer in early history than even our own
people realize- W, W, Graves, 19310

Kansas Catholic Historical Society

The Kansa Catholic Historical Society was founded 1n 1930 at St. BeKeoleBenedictinefollege in
Atchison, KS.W. W. Graves was a founding officd the society. He served as Secretary, then later as
vicepresident until 1937 when he became president.

Worked with Kansas State Historical Society

Mr. Graves was not an officer of the Kansas State Historical Society but he was a recognized member and
frequent contributor of information. Several of his books swdymitted directly to the socieand Graves
stbmitted numerous papers from interviews he did with Kansas pioneers. Graves also made several
contributions oA.H.T.A. papers and other material related to the association. In 1952 the Kansas State
Historical Society was one of theotganizers of thBanquet held for him (Chapter 5).

Author Meets Publishé&r In This Case, the Same Man

When one looks at the volume of written historical material Graves produced, including numerous books
you can wonder how he got it all published. For this inaas easydgause he had grown his Journal
Publishing business into a fudlyuipped publishing compangs noted in Chapters 2 and 4 Aig1.T.A.

contract allowed him to begin capital improvements including upgraded printing machisets, foaper
trimmers and bookbinding equipment. As a result, Graves was ablepoldisth most of his own books

and papers.
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Chapter4 - Anti-Horse Thief Association

i T hAeH.T.A. was founded in northern Missouri by David McKeef. But it seems
as though all of my research resources led me to St. Paul and W. W. Graveso --
John Burchill, Kansas Wesleyan University.

In mid-2011 the Osage Missi@dNeosho County Museum recedzanemail from John Burchill of Kansas
Wesleyan University. John is an Associate ProfesSoiminal Justice and the Chair of the Division of

Social Sciences for the university. At the time he was writing a book about vigilance groups in the United
States during the 1fhrough the 20centuries and was researching a chapter about tlHdoks¢ Thief
Association. He had a dilemma. He knew the association was founded in northeast Missouri in the 1850s
but many of his research sources sent him to St. Paul, karbsag. W. Graves.

During the fall of 201, John spent a day in Graves Research Room at the museum and left with a pile of

information; and high regard for the work Mr. Graves did for the organization during the"ezhp29.

He was so impressed with the Grastesy that he planned to addtzapter about him to his boolHe

al so drafted an an hhe AndHtoesd Thiefésssciatmhis Oigin an@ PrmcipkEs 6 0

for possible future publication. What john learned was that while David McKee founded the organization
in 1853, Gaves helped to keepvibrant andelevant to a rapidly changing-2éntury society.

The Scope of Chapter 4:
Chapter 4 is presented in the following sections:

a) A brief history of the origins and operation of the Fatise Thief Association

b) The A.H.T.A. in southeast Kansas with emphasis on the events and people who made Neosho
County an association rsgot.

c) Di scussion of Gr akldBA WeeklynNewsa While soroe ofathisiisrcdverad h e
in Chapter 2, this chapter expands on the rol@éper hadn his life.

d) Gravesperspective of th&.H.T.A. from a business and personal viewpoint

e) His role in shaping the organization by providing publications and management tools to members
and officials

f) The leadership and influencd Graves and otheirs a time with the association was needing
direction just to survive.

g) A summary description of the history of fel. TA . Week |l vy newspaper with cr
laborer, Anthony Hopkins.
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A Brief History of the A. H. T. A? QJ‘—L@_ 7.8
Acizto®] )
During the middle of the 1@entury horse theft wass S} | ddhonsy ?’C.

° X
. . | &42¢e >
a serious problem. Settlers and small farmers dicet=| ! %N

G
L
; ] I Reake3pille© 2N
have insurance and the loss of horses or farm sto&lﬁ b= al! e
l 071~
- c =

could imposeserious financial stress. In rural area&.?i L
law enforcement officers were scarce and they wé?% ']’) i ;& ot
hampered by local judiciary boundaries like count! -%/acon AL '
or state lines. Add to this the increasing tension Gori ¢ v/
) ) asing - O&}g_t}zl‘m C RK | . <2
lawlessness during the period leading to the Civil /2 lodiyel 7o s héster

g hip SAVep ey
War and the theft of individual or herds of horses gq_!(lzg;jy'ﬁ.
Gory

reached critical proportions. All things considerec@(."% MQ-.-O.St,.Pan‘? ;:91---- a0 DY
horse theft was relatively easy and lucrative. 102 i";‘“”’s“’tﬁ”‘\”\lfr‘“"'f‘°| FL e
) ) Figurel8- Clark County Missouri. Luray and
Horse theft was a particular problem in Clark County aihens Highlighted (Red)
and some of the adjoining counties in northwest
Missouri. Clark County Iscatedn the extreme northeast
corner of the state amah the border of Missouri, loywand
lllinois. A horse could be stolen and quickly taken across the
Mississippi or Des Mo#s Rivers and out of state jurisdictior]
within hoursand local officials had to deal with three different
jurisdictions The cost for local authorities to chase down a
thief was high and extradition was difficult so horses were
seldom recovered. Thefteoasionally caused local posses td
be gathered and matters were often settled with a rope or a
gunfight.

The situation in Clark County caused Major David McKee and
a group of Is friends to form the first Adtorse Thief
Association in 1854. The first meeting was held in the
Highland School House near the Missouri, lllinois state ling.
While loosely formed chapters were established, some groups
had pr obl e ms natirdohthetasseciatiors e c T €U O
Then, the plan to organize a viable vigilance network was

Figurel9- A.H.T.A. Founder Major.

David McKee.
%2 Information about the association is widespread on the internet but some is clearly inaccurate. The following printed and
internet sources were used fathc ompi | i ng the national hi story and Graves®d wo/

is used as a tiweaker with disputed information:
1 The AntiHorse Thief Association, its Origins and Principles, W. W. Graves, 1914
1 The Long Riders Guild Aceemic FoundationThe AntiHorse Thief Associatiomttp://www.lrgaf.org/articles/ahta.htm

1 Oklahoma Outlaws Lawmen History Association (OKOLHA), Origin of the A.H.T.A.
http://www.okolha.net/ahta_index.htm

1 National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum, Oklahoma City, David McKee page
http://www.nationalcowbmyseum.org/research/findingaids/collections/mckee.aspx
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thwarted by the outbreak of the Civil War; when many of the members were called to service. Thus the
formal founding of the association was delayed by about tenByeing; this period problems intensified

with the proliferation of lawlessness during the chaos of war. Rogue militants became more reckless and
desperate, especially with stealing horses and livestock.

Af ter McKeeds retur n foftleefmH. 8.4 was created on Odtober A3a1863.0 n a | o]
There is some disagreement as to whekteefounding meeting was inriyor Athens, Missouri, but W.

W. Graves credits Athefiawith this meeting and Luray with a-ar formative gathering. TBetober

1863 date issuallyconsidered to be the founding date of the association.

After the second start, theH.T.A. began a steady growth that exteiveell beyond MissouriThe

growth was caused not only by need but by sound planning and executionafyameation. A

foremost principle of the new association was it was not a vigilante gnwap filgatefinition, usually

outlaw in itself. Th&.H.T.A. was formed to supplement the existing resources of law enforcement with
groups of armed, traineden that could be dispatched quickly. Perhaps the most important aspect of the
group was t hat asaotepcumherpd by IEgal judsdidtions Theywdhdse a thief to

helldif their horses could hold up to the tteage and deliver a aninal back to the hands of the local

sheriff. Also, in the postvar eramany of the members were recent Civil War veterans which made them a
more formidable force against prospective criminals.

Operation and Principles

As theA.H.T.A. grew, its organizerequired that certain standards and principles be applied to all
chapters. Chapters in individual regions were thiedreedom to tailor some practices to local conditions.
Also, each chapter determined its operating practices so thefplimvanglocal law or law enforcement
practices. In general, the following operation standards and principles were in effect for all locations:

1. Membershipd Any reputable citizen over eighteen years of age was eligible to join. A woman could
apply as a ProteactiWember meaning she would have her property protected by paying a membership
fee and lodge dues. However, women were not expected or allowed, to participate in posse pursuits.
Widows of deceased members would be given the same protectitreiabulbands had lived.

2. They worked with the local law enforcement. In addition to pursuing criminals, they collected evidence
and appeared in court when needed.

3. There were no salaried positions in #kl.T.A. Everything was domeluntarilyand expenses were
paid. This kept costs down.

4. If a member had a horse or other property stolen, a set of standard procedures would be followed:

a. Telegraph an@ventuallyelephone would be used to alert law enforcement and local and
other chapters of th&.H.T.A. Information including a description of the stolen horse or
property, and the thiefds name (i f availabl e

% The AntiHorse Thief Association, Its Origins and Princi@&¥. W. Graves, 1914
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b. The president would assign ten or more members & .tHH .A. to hunt for the trail of the
thief. Once te trail was discovered, at least two members and the owner of the horse would
then be assigned to pursue the thief for as long as there was a trail to bé fetiandidss of
time or expense.

c. Once the thief was caught, he was turned over to the ség@ammittee It consisted of six
men who would determine if there was sufficient cause for prosedittibat point, they
would turn him over to the authorities and personally assist in prosecution.

d. If you were picked to pursue the thief and refugigttout a reasonable excuse, you had to pay
a fine of $5.00If you did agree to join the chase, all of your expenses would ble paid.

e. If you werendt a member, and you needed help
you, but you had to pay thdor the services.

f.  Any member who reported that a horse was stolen, and later found out that he just wandered
off would have to pay for the expenses incurred in the search for his horse.

5. One reason the association was successful was they were not impeistidbiional boundaries.
They would chase a thief until they caught him or until the trail went cold. As the association took
hold, duegpaying members were given mAtal. T.A. shields that could be attached to gate posts or
barrs toadvise potential scoundrels that the property was protected by the Antis.

In its earlier dayshe association was not = . %
universally accepted by all law enforcement P : 3 (‘ t F 3 8|~
officials or agencies. However as the chapter { Olll j()llll Jy a’lI n

spread across the central frontier; and the

R =0

procedures became well defined, they were Chanute, Kaﬂsas,
embraced by most local officiaBy the early Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, ~Thursday, Friday, ~Saturday
1900s many law enforcement agencies worke October 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 1915. 2

handin-hand withA.H.T.A. members to collect Great - Live Stock and Farm Product Show

evidence, identify and return stolen goods, The 4-County Fair Will Have 100 Good Shows
conduct investigationmakecourt appearances,
etc. The association reached the status of a

recognized detective agency in many S i, Pasade, Eveiytind.

=% ¥srcs

Band Concerts Afternoons and;Evenings

Entrance Day.

ER-3- -2 B R R ]

Convention Day.

-3

key role in developing some of the standard W
be dISCUSSEUe|OW Speakers of National Reputation. Pacing and Trotting Races. away.

. . . . Barbecut and a Great Pvrngram.
jurisdictions. W. W. Gravesould lateplay a g [ B
TUESDAY, OCTQBER 5. Fair. SA:l;’::AS\::.Ngg'EO:AE: 9.
procedures used by the association and this v w e = v s s srensien] - unsonr, ocTosen = o o Karu Borvms'”
. s s 3
Air Ships and Military Stunts
To End With a Blowing Up of a Fort Each’ Day.

a8

g8

Influence and Importance

2B

After its second birttihe association grew Figure20¢ This Fair Advertisement from September 13,

quickly, especially in rural areas. By 1ihe6 1915 St. Paul Journal Helps to lllustrate the Prominenc
AHTA had over forty thousand members in  the Association had in Local Affairs
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Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, lowa, lllinois, Arkansas, New Mexico, Colorado, and Soutff Detkerta

are also records of active groups asddheasias Pennsylvania. By 1933 AHTA members noted that

thieves were stealing fewer horses and other stock but observed that many other types of petty thefts were
being committed with greater regularity. Therefore the association tailored its olojguirge® new

threats as they emerdedFor example,aly newspaper stories from St. Paul and other southeast Kansas
areas provide accounts of stolen automobile pursuits, investigating farm and residential burglaries, and
assault caseShe following sms up the roléocal groups assumedassisting law enforcement:

oln addition to pursuing committees, AHTA deve
members kept suspicious persons under surveiflance by watching their homes and

sometimes following thenT.o obtain evidence, members would occasionally spend days

watching the home of a certain thief, as well as a trail or river crossing suspected of being

used by ®criminals. o

The A.H.T.A. chapters also made themselves visible and important parts of the casrthayitserved.

Local fairs and celebrations often includeld.T.A. days where the association provided food, rrarsic

speakers as part of the entertainnfEigiure20). Womends auxiliaries became
arm of the association. While the association wound down durilageth@30s, it was not unusual to see

men inA.H.T.A. towns still wearing the blue and pewter belt fobs as late as theaGsly

A.H.T.A. In Southeast Kansas and Neosho County

The Associationvasstarted in Missouri, but by 1980utheast Kansas and northeast Oklahbath
becomestrongholds in terms of membership and activityo, FortScott’ and Paola are known for
havirg large memberships and high civic visibility.

When one looks at the number of suborders and the influence that came from Neosho County and St.
Paul, the term 0str ongomedxamplesiofskeyevwmtsand of promnenda p pr opr i
A.H.T.A. members from the Neosho County area foffow

9 First knownA.H.T.A. activity in Neosho Couné/about 1880

f  Subordef® No. 177wasestablished in Ladore townskifn about 1880 or 1887

94According to some sources Kansas accounted for about T of t

W .W. Gravesd role in tailoring and keeping the aeastoci ati on
Kansas and Neosho Countyo.

% Source: Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, TheHorse Thief Association.
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/A/AN012.html

" There are several articles on the internet, inclutiiikgpedia, that credit Fort Scott as being the fougdiite for the association

and this is incorrect. Fort Scott did start a group with a similar name in 1859 to provide protection for stock ogrlees durin

tumultuous days of the Kanddssouri border war. This group had no official sanctions anthfalthe category of a vigilante

group.

®This is only a sample |listing of activity. 85Refer to Graves
% The A.H.T.A. suborder is described by Graves as the watchdog of the locality and it neseAskedprder is composed of

individual members within a relatively small location. It makes the laws for its local government, elects its offegaiteartd de

the State Order meeting annually in September. It meets monthly, or more often, asgdwédsneetings if it is necessary. The

Suborders have direct charge over the work of the order in their respective localities, but may call and receive assistance from
Suborders when needed.

[63] See Distribution Statement in Foreword


http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/A/AN012.html

Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

1 Ed Maher represented Sub order No. 177 at the first state convertiomboldt in 1882

1 Suborder No. 19, Galeshurg establish8B4

9 Suborder No. 28, Thayer establishd®84

9 Suborder No. 290sage Missiorstablishe® 1884

9 Ed Corson of No. 17Waselected national viggesident in Bushnell, I-.Sept. 22, 1886

1 Nationd Convention held in Galesbur 887

1 George Coffman of No. 1#vaselected national viggesident in Bushnell, 1B Sept. 24, 1890

9 National Convention held in Chanut&891

1 George Coffman of No. 1%aselected national president in Chanutedk891 (srved two
terms)

1 T. M. Baxterof Osage Mission elected state treasur883

1 George Coffman of No. 177 elected national treagut8e4

1 Fielding Scott of St. Panbselected national Vice presidént899

1 Fielding Scott of St. Pauaselected nationgdresiden® 1900, 1901, 1902 and 1903

1 A.H.T.A. News established in St. PAdl902 (more information below)

1 Fielding Scott, with assistance from W. W. Graves, effected the consolidatioh. df The. with

the Arkansas Independent Order of the KnighthhefHorsed 1902

1 Fielding Scott, with assistance from W. W. Graves, effected the consolidatioh.df T, with
the Southwest Protective Association of Joplin d&&#23

i Fielding Scott granted the charter for the Indian Territory Dividi6a3

9 B. B. Fitzsimmons, St. Paul electeéd asember of state executive commitid®03 (served three
terms)

1 National Convention held in St. Péul904

1 Twentythree new suborders were established in Neosho County including three more in or near
St. Paub 1904."*

1 W.W. Graves was a signer of the charter under the laws of Kansas in 1905 and held the position of
trustee of the National Order from then to 1932.

1 John W. Wallwaselected national president in 1912. Also servadhasonal trustee
continuously frm 1905 to 1927. Also chairagommittee that authorizede establishment of
the A.H.T.A. Weekly News in 1902.

1 W.W. Graveswaselected vicpresident of the national order at Fayetteville, AR in 1922 and re
elected in Neosho MO in 1923.

190 | adore Township suborder 177 was formed before tms#&@state order was formed in 1881

101 No.5, four miles west of Stark; 19, Galesburg; 23, Earlton; 29 St. Paul; 33, five miles south of St. Paul; 38 twailes north

Erie; 43, nine miles southeast of St. Paul; 38, two miles north of Erie; 49 South Mdumnaar Thayer; 111, five miles south of
Thayer; 143, Kimball; 147 Ogeese; 188, Shaw; 191, Chanute, 244, near Trent; 288, five miles southwest of Erie; 845, eight mil
northwest of Erie; 263, near Thayer; 286, eight miles southeast of Thayer; 2B8leastite; 326, west of Chanute335, Thayer.
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1 W.W. Graveswaselected president of the national order at Parsons in 1924 and reelected at
Wagoner, OK in 1925.

From the amount of activity summarized abivahould beclear that Neosho Countyould have been
recognized as a prominent part of tla¢ionalassociationW. W. Graves increased the prominerzcel
effectivenessf the associaticafter he received a contract to both develop and print their weekly
newspaper.

Contract to Print tha.H.T.A. News

There is no evidence that W. W. Graves was active in, or elmrgbd to, thd.H.T.A. before 1902. It

was in January of 1902 that Graves secured a contract to develop and publishA.thd Wewveekly
newspaper and this was a defining eventDetalms Gr aves
regardingheacquisition of this contract are discussed in Chamed®ere is little doubt that Hed

help from a hanfiil of local citizens who were active in the organization. Among these were B. B.

Fitzsimmons, Fielding Scahd possibly John Wal

Fitzsimmons (Chapter BigurelO) was a St. Paul area farmer and basman. He wasfriend of Graves
and he was primarily instrumental in helping Gravesradei St. Paul Journal in 1896. Fielding Scott
(Error! Reference source not foupdalso a local businessman, was involved with banking, local railroad
usiness helocalBoard of Trade and he served at least two terms as'fRay®cott was also very active in
the association and by 1902 he had already served two terms as
national president. John Wall, as noted above was also influentia | :
the association hagserved several officer positions and was : '
chairman of th@ationalcommittee thaauthorized establishing the

paper.

However, aalsonoted in Chapter 2, the deck was not necessarily
stacked in Graves®6 favor ,allofHe
whom had more experience thanttesl; and one was from a large
city. Also, none of the members of thél. T.A. selection comittee
had any publishing experience. This last factor might have playet
his favor because BMenédyddhesck
an underdogbut he had also acquired a good deal ofselfidence
during his first six years as a publisher. He went to the committee i
a welconceived plan that included how the paper would be laid ot
and what he would hawvedo to equip and staff his office. He won ' _ _
the contract and took advanet s s
he credits during his life Figure21 - Fielding Scott of St.
Paul was a prominent A H.T.A.
ACC]Ui ri ng t he (‘)Weeklyé cont r amemberand officer and became? V € S t o

from being a smatbwn newspaper office indovery wekkquipped and W. W. Graves mentor with the
organization.

wi t h

192 5eott was a prominent name in news articles related to Osage Mission and St. Paul from the early 1890 through 1915. He

appears to have been instrumental in locally funded railroad improvements around 1®ittBund his wife moved to Los
Angeles in 1914 but were back in I ess than one ywihfedsOne of
suicide, in L. A. during 1917.
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capable printing and publishing operation. In the fall of, 1@0&hoved from the small, secesidry

newspaper office on County Street to a larger Journal office near County and 5th street. As noted

previously, he installed lna/n electrical plant to provide electrical power for equipment, dght&ns

until St. Paul got its own municipal power grid several years later. The Journal Publishing business that had
been providing a weekly newspaper for about 600 local customess now producing a oOha
to as many as 7,000 customers. More outside publishing offiestwould follow (Chapter 2).

Anot her oOoopportunitydé was that he i RAMHGAI ately ent
limelight. Not only wase the publisher of their papéyt he was alswow attached directly to one of the
organi zati on®ds mbgsresdReldisgi SbolfFegure2 iFigurep2p viSeott wault be

elected to two more terms as national president, and during thesé&taitnand Graves implemented two
important consolidations with neligiing vigilance organizations:

1) In August of 1902Scott and Graves traveled to Siloam Springs, Arkansas to meet with local members
of the Independent Order of the Knights of therbla The 1.O0.KH., which had been established in
about 1884, was similartheA.H.T.A. and Scott had been in correspondence with local leaders for
some time. By the time of the Siloam Springs me¢tiadpcal leaders had become familiar with the
A.H.T.A. and had read several copies of the new Weekly newspaper. They fagosaduly
impressed with the Sc@taves presentation that it took little effort to convince the Arkansas
organization to join their ranks and two-sttters were stablished during the meeting.

2) One year later, in August of 1903, Scott and Graves traveled to Joplin to promote the transfer of the
Southwest Missouri Protective Association intéd\tHeT.A. The S.M.PA., Which was chartered in
May of 1890, was also similar to the Atuise Thief Asociation. The consolidah was successful.

At age 32 the smatiwn newspaperman was gaining some prominence witkkaomedl vigilance
organization. He haalstrong mentor in Scatind would work and travel with him for some tibug he
alsohad some ideas of his o@Figure2?).
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Figure22- A.H.T.AConvention Believed to be 190%

193 This photo is from a collection in the Osage Mis8ibleosho County Historical Society files in St. Paul. A version of the photo says it was taken at the 1901 national convention

in St. Paul. This is probably incorrect because other sources show that the 1901 National convention was in SpningfielBididiihg Scott was-edected as National
President. However, the photo might have been taken at the National Convention that was held in St. Paul in 1984otHislslirgyvn in the shaded oval in the center of the
photo. Others shown shaded arertf left): John W. Wall (left); B. B. Fitzsimmons (upper, left) and W. W. Graves (upper, right).
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AYoungBusinessian 0 s P e rtheyiglantceGroup o f

TheA.H.T.A. paper met with favor from the start. Graves worked hard, studied the organization he was
expected to coven his publicatiorand did his begb provide a paper that met the needs of his customer.

In the processhealso learned about the association and how it operated inteNmaNgpaper circulan

grew until it reached 7,0@0d it appeared as though it could continue to grow. Howeamessr

experienced some health issues and had to turn publication over to others for a time. By the time he
returned to health circulation had dropped to about 5,000 but the paper comtirngedopular with the
Anti 0s.

As Graves st udi eetdshdbscamedamiliac with somaperceived shortcomings. While
the rankandfile A.H.T.A. member undoubtedly included some veelicated men, many of the members
were ranchers, farmers, rural businessagh people who, in the frontier period, hatidior no formal
training in law enforcement or business management. Graves, in contrast, was relatielgtac||

thanks to his time at St. Francis Institute of Osage Mission. He recognized opportunities to help the
Association work more efficienths welas some business opportigst

Rather than describe the measures he took to improvethe A HanAd hi s own busi ness,
speak for himseft*:

oOShort /! y aAHE®eA News Bfoundithe liferatule ef the association s v
limited and without system. The officers ofalid. T.A. began favoring me with their job
printing contracts. With their help, | made several changes and additions that pleased
them and soon began to show better results. This doubled their coriffecassociation

had only a limited supply department. The-stders needed many things they did not
know how to get. | established a supply department in connection with the paper, listing
those useful things not sold by the ard8ome of the sugiek | bot*®, some | made. A

good mail order business resulted.

/ arranged a set of handly record books for the local officers and sold several hundred.

There was no system of parliamentary procedure in the local lodges. | covered the subject
in a pampfét | called Gravs 6 Manual andtham/ d $600 worth

One of the duties of the members of the order was to help capture thieves and other
criminals by they had no handy method of knowing their rights when engaged in such
work. | compiled another pamy#ticaktd Law for Criminal Catchers and sold many of
them to peace officers as well as members of the order.

A systematic method for quick action when members were called to hunt stolen property
or help catch criminals was lacking. Another pamphleth©mmrall, filled that Want.

Tricks of Rascals was a breezy pamphlet that explained the methods employed by crooks
to get ot her s@d3d@0lofahese. money. /

!/ designed a small, lgwiced emblem pin for the members and have sold thousands. |
desgned and sold the thousands of horseshoe emblems that may be seen on the radiators
of autos drive by members of the A. H. T. A.

104 Excerpt from Making Money With a Country Newspaper, W. W. Graves, Copyright 1926 (pages 11 and 12)

yBot 6 was a period spelling for o0Bought 6.
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Pamphlets for advertising the Order were written and printed in my office. Thieneed
additional blank forms brdt forth from my office something to fill the want.

The local lodges had no printed stagign | prepared samples for use in soliciting this

work and got mich of it.

All of the above pamphlets and most of the forms were my own production. They filled
new wants, raat least filled wantsat had not been filled befor&ach season added to the

list and | was not long in building up a mail order business that surpassed my local
business, and is being continued by my successor. The rituals, constitutions and forms
used by the grand lodge officers have been printed in the News office these many years,
The paper really carried with it bigger opportunities than | anticipated. Possibly I let some
opportunities slip by, but | kept might busy grabbing at them as ghey@al . o

In reading the above excerpt it is pretty clear that the sales and marketing department of Journal Publishing
(Graves himself) was pretty busy and effectiveA.Hig.A. publishing contract appears to have edpd

into a significanmhailorderand producti on business. Al so, the bu
business heligd him better understand and eventually manage the organiZatiotiner excerpt from

0 Maki ng suggestschyad hi s business devetheApiMmA rcontrastkor | | s di
maybe he learned from that contract:

oCreating Job Printing Business

The active, thinking printer has thaiee United States for his tiel If he knows how to
cultivate it. If I had been content with the local businesgsolswould not have been
written. But even the local business can be increased by intelligent cultivation.

The idle times eat up &fprofits in a country print sfio The printer who turns the idle
times into busy times is the one who makes the mdrwy/printer who creates orders
general ly has his shop runn¥ng all the year, a

In another section of the same bpGkaves said he walsoable to buildanancillary business from his

Knights of Columbus, Degree of Honand Veerinarian publishing contracts in a similar way he did with

the A.H.T.A. contract. As said earlier, tAeH.T.A. contractwasagammeh anger f or t he Gr av
Publishing Company.

Shaping the Organization

In the section above, Graves briefly desdrifoene of thé\.H.T.A. business opportunities that came after

his Weekly News contract was awarded. While the printing jobs and publications were undoubtedly
lucrative business for Journal Publishing, Graves was also providing some policies and ppdbedures
organization with some of this work. The following documents, in particular, would not be classified as
historical works in the same vein as those described in Chapter 3, but they do provide insight into the way
the frontier organization grew ahe way it was run. Some of these books he called pamphbsisybut

could also be referred to as fieldmals forA.H.T.A. possemembers

%5Brotériwad ppelling for o0Broughto.
“These are the opening paragraphs of his chapter on the job
Moneyo6 goes into some detail about his views on marketing an

[69] See Distribution Statement in Foreword



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal

The Life and Time®f William Whites Graves

1) Tricks of Rascals (Copyright 1908yr aves hi ms el f asdoebsrcereizbyedd poaTm pihcl ke
that described somé the dishonest tactics used by criminals to steahivosst people In his

introductionhesay® / n my capa:
of the official paper of two great fraternal
protective and detective organizations, The
Anti-Horse Thief Association and Theéentral
Protective Association, | have naturally giver
some particular attention to the wiles and
mysterious wa of the criminal world. | found
such a great number of tricks and decoys
practiced on honest peopléhoughtl might
save at least a few g@adple from becoming
vi ct i ms of Howewrstee book s
does not limit itself to horse or livestock
thievery. Graves covered a pretty broad sco
of crime, swindlesnd debauchery some of
which seem pretty fa
world of dentity theft and internet fraudhe
book also shows a |
writing not seemiother worls. The book is

out of print and very few copies are known tc

Constitution 29

PRICE LIST OF A. H, T. A. SUPPLIES.
KansaS Division,

The Grand Order is now ready to furnish
the following supplies to Subordinate Orders:
Constitution and By-Laws, ...... 35¢c per doz.
Application for Membership Kansas

IDAVISION,” ONLY,: 4 viss s o itk i s 50C - PEL 100
Dimit Cards,., ... ovovioienni, i25C per doz.

Application for Charter,.,ooiiiiiiiiy Free
I'inancial Secretary’s Receipt Book, ..25¢c each
Secretary’s Order Book, ............ 25¢ each

Treasurer’s Receipt Book, ..25c each

Blank Bonds, +.5¢ - each
RitualsGar St vl s50c per doz.
BadgesiwSilver Plated, Ll sidisl 30¢ each
Dadges, 18 Karat Gold, ............$3 each
Badges;2Gold Plated; i s it $r each
Charter. Fee tOrorGaAnIZe, i s i i tuii a0
Iixtra Copies of Procecdings, .,....5c ceach

Booklet, “How to Organize a New Sub-

Order; i i R A i T e 25¢ doz.
StockdBlanks elrotini SaR 75¢ per 100
Certificates of Membership,..........1¢ each

(iraves’ Manual of Parliamentary Rules
and Form of Trial for Offending mem-

21X T T I R S ARG R T 1 30c each
Seals for Sub-Orders, when ordered, ....$1.75
Apply to Secretary”for supplics found in
above list, only, Cash must inyariably ac-

company all orders for supplies.
G. J. McCARTY, Sccretaty
Coffeyville, Kansas.
Remittances for supplies should always be
by: Postal ‘Money Order, Express Order,

exist Registered Letter or Bank Draft. (not check.)

2) Law for Criminal Catchers (Copyright 1906)
This is a96:page handbook that was compiled Figure23- Price List from Constitution Bddet.
by Graves and reviewed by C. A. McNeill who
wasajudge of the Cherokee County, KS District Catithe ime. The book provides an
overview othelaw as it grtained to pursuits and arrests of criminals. It briefly covered many
topics including; personal rights, arrests, warrants, arrests awthoant byalaw officer or
private citizen, use of force, damaging property during arrests, extraditibmjstancluded
brief extracts from Kansaad Missourstatute lagat the time related to crimand stray animal
laws® for Kansas, Missoyind Arkansas.While 96 pageseemlarge for a summary handbook,
Graves sized the book such that it could fit into a vistkartpocket. The book is out of print
and very few hard copies are known to exist. However, it is available on Google Books.

3) On The Trail (Copyright 1908) This manual was described by Graves as filling a need for a
systematic method fquick action when members were called to hunt stolen property or help
catch criminalsNo known copies exist.

4) A.H.T.A. Kansas Constitution (191®Y his is a straightforward, pége cmpilationof the
organizatiod sonstitution and blaws. It was also sized for easy carrying and the last page
included a handy price list AfH.T.A. supplies and publicatioBSigure23).

198 \While stray animal law might seem strange, the business of the A.H.T.A. was to recover stolen horses or farm livestock that

criminals might try to claim as recovered strays. It is also interesting that the copy of the book used for respapsringghis
found on Goggle Books and their source for the scanned copy was the Harvard Law School Library.
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5) Graves Manual (Unknown Copyrightikely in the 1908915 rangey The manual is supposed to
provide a compilation of parliamentary rules forAl#.T.A. No know copies exist.

6) The AntiHorse Thief Associatiod Its Origins and Principles (191&Y his book is unique
among the others discussed iis gection becausddimore of ahistorical work than instructional.
The book is an assembly of articles that Graves wroteAnHhEA. Weekly newspaper. lime
preface W. W. said he wrote it response to numerous letters inquiring about information about
the organization. It starts with an overview of the history of the association and ends with a series of
appendices that describe lodge rituals, the economis effecime, etc. Some of the body of the
document is interesting because it talks atd@mrtging times in the early'@éntury and the effects
that things like the automobile and telephone would have on their organization. There are a
couple of discugms regarding morality and Graves pulled no punches in connecting God and
religion into the role of th& H.T.A. The association membership included several active
ministers. When you read through the book it gives some glimpses into some of the ways he
thought the association was going to have to bend in order to stay relevant; and some of his own
beliefs about the moral duties of the organizaffon.

These are examples of the publications that Graves produced for the association. All are outiofipublicat
and there are no known sources for the ones noted as such.

Leadership and Influence

Whether he was active before he received\tHeT.A. weekly contract is uncertaiut hisparticipation

and influence grew steadily afterwdndaddition to assisty Fielding Scott with the Arkansas and Missouri
mergersn 1902 and 1903, he was a signer of the charter, when the order was chartered under the laws of
Kansas in 1905, and he held the positioatafistee from then until 1932.

Graves was elected as yimsident of the National Order at Fayetteville, AR in 1922 and he-alastesl

to the position in Neosho, MO in 1928 1924 he was elected as president of the National Order in
Parsons; and he wasalected to the position in Wagoner, OK the follmywear™. In September of

1926 he attended the National Meeting of the Order in Jacksonville, |lamoisetired from national
leadership positions at that meefihgAccording to Graves, he attended more conventions of the order
than any other mamiits histor§*>. When you consider the string of national offices and trusteéiship
were held by Graves and Scott between 1899 and 1926, it is no surprise that Neosho County is well
represented in the history of the A. H. T. A.

199 | the fall of 2011 John Burchill, of Kansas Wesleyan University visited the Graves Research Center of the Osdge Mission

Neosho County Museum. Johrais Associate Professor of Criminal Justice and The Chair of the Division of Social Sciences at

that school. Mr. Burchill was writing a book about vigilance groups in the United States frocetitary#o date. He knew that

the A.H.T.A. had its origs in northeaster Missouri, but much of his research led him to St. Paul and W. W. Graves. During his
visit he decided to add a section to his booHorsaThiefut Gr aves.
Association, Its Origins amtinciples to insert some historical information regarding events and changes since Graves wrote the
book. Itis not yet published.

10 30urnak October 2, 1924
11 journat September 30, 1926

112 History of Neosho County, Volume II, pg. 550.
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Here in St. Paul, the ssciation seems to have stayed active and prominent as times changed. Even with
researching other topics in microfilm copies of the Journal, it is common, even normal, to catch a glimpse
of an article related to tiheH.T.A. These include meetings, elens, association participation in, or even
sponsoring special events like-Bapd s, f ai r e \Severdl articlasiredateq to iovestigatgns,
apprehension®r, in at least one case, a failed apprehengiorarticle in the May 10, 191Jounal

recounts a story of a shootout in Crestline:

aShot By Motor Bandiits.

oJoplin (Mo. ) G| o-base ThideAssbaatios, ofdrfestliineh ias.,An t |
were here yesterday in pursuit of two men who shot and dangerously wounded Luis E.
Harshmarin an attempt to rob the S. H. Kline garage in Crestline Thursday night.
Harshman was shot once in the abdomen and once in the right thigh. After a telephone
girl gave the alarm that two men had broken into the garage, Harshman and others went to
captue them. He was stationed at a motor car in whichufggars went to the scene and
when they appeared he commandegimio halt. They opened fire.

The two men were followed to a point north of Webb City and their trail was lost there.
No trace of themvas found at Carthage.

Six tires and ot her motor accessories taken by

That articles about the association appeared with frequency in the Journal should be of no surprise. The
association was very active here and Graves ghehsloan the local paper.

The Association, with Gravesd partinOdiopaaadfioagn, f oug
the National Order voted to change the name of the organizatieoti-Thief Association. This

decision would latdye reversed. The name of the weekly newspaper was changed to Rural Digest in 1923
and it would be changed backd®1.T.A. News in January 1925. While automatédlad telephones gave

the organization new tools with which to work, they also dilutedghmaldintent of the organizatiaich

had grown to more than 40,000 members at the beginning of' ttenfry. Memberships and local

orders began to decline.

By the late 1930the A.H.T.A. was running out of steam. Earnest attempts had beenoregmnd the

scope and influence of the organization, but it was losing its importance in the face of other improvements
inlocal, stateand federal aw enf or cement . B-pyroud dheet enwtgdirmvibtiei s1 9 4 0 0 s
that operated as local [peshaddeclined into a status of a few simple lodges. However, as late as the late

195G and early 1960here were still gentlemen in St. Paul and surrounding communities sporting the

familiar pewter and blug.H.T.A. belt fobs; and a few cars slidhlayedthe plated horseshoe emblem

(Figure24).

Summary History oht Newspapét®

W. W. Graves acquired th&.H.T.A. WeeklyNewscontract in January 1902 and it appears as though he
published the first editioon February 6 of 1902. That seems impressive sirgsdaedid the contract

13 Some of this was described in Chapter 2, but summarized here.
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knowing he did not have the capacity in his existing shop and would have to build uparapecity f
productionof the weekly newspaper

In 1902 A. J. Hopkins became foreman of the St. Paul Journal and atsbl fh\. newspaperin about
Octoberof 1923t he name of the paper was changed to 0The
it relevant to changing times. In January of 198pkins assumed control of the St. Paul Journal and the
A.H.T.A. Weekly under a lease agreement with Graves. One of the first things Hopkins did was return the
name of t AMT.A WpekI| o Npkasrétained cbhtrol of the paper until his sudden

death in December of 1934nd at that time the Journal and the Weekly News returned to the control of

W. W. Graves.

Graves managed the paper until May 12 of 1932 when he sold it to Hugh GreshamyKSharie
movedthe publication to Cheney.

While W. W. Graves is givethe most credit for publishing theH.T.A. Weekly and much of the other

work related to the association, A. J. Hopkins should share in some of the credit. By 1908 Hopkins was
activen the association and was electedasahvicepresident that yeHf. He continuedo be

mentioned in Journal articles related to activities and local elections. How the workload was distributed
between Graves and Hopkins cannot be determined but Hiapki was cert ai nly a pl aye
prominent position ifA.H.T.A. history.

Figure24 - TheA.H.T.AHorseshoe shield was originally intended to mark a gate, barfemcepost as a warning
to thieves that the property was potected by the association. In later years they were used as grill ornaments
on automobiles. The pewter and blue belt fobs let people know that the bearer was a proud member of the
Anti-Horse Thief Association. It is believed that W. W. Graves hadhtwseshoe shields manutured as a
mail-order item. The origin of the belt fobs is unknown.

14 The September 10, 1908 issue of the Journal noted that Hopkins had been electeBresidmat of the A.H.T.A. and

Graves was elected as Financial Secretary. Itis assumed that tbhisahvelection.
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Chapter5 - Man of the Journa His Final Months

iféno genius to it, but | uv&tavepl ain | ong, hard wo

This chapter is presented in four brief, imyportant sections that describdn e  f i n a | mont hs of
life. He continued to struggle physically during this time but kept his focus on his coramulihity
community responded but they weralmost too late.

Sharp Mind vs. Failing Body

After nearly a decade of frustration and false statrigng to find a suitable pugher for his beloved

Journal, Gaves was in his upper 70s &ighealth was failing rapidly. In late 1951 he completed the

second volume of hi s amddublgadtianmand distrbutidhefdhe boodtdCo unt y 6
announcedn February of 1952°. The combined twoolumes totaled 1,142 pages aruduvhe 11
includedacompletendex for both books. Graves very nearly
the suport of others to finish it. The first paragraph of the foreword of Volume Il reflects the frustration

he felt in not being able to finish what many regard as his finest work by himself; and perhaps his overall
physical and mental state:

0T hi s s ened thelHistony bf iNeosho County has been much delayed by the

poor health of the writer, who underwent four serious surgical operations while the work of
writing was in progress. During the past two, yéerse been unable to do anything

toward complting the work. In order to prevent greater delay | have had to call on
outsiders for help. Even then, the last 100 pages are not up to the standard set for them.
This | much regret. o

Graveanusthave considered this worklie the most important of hisany books. He knew more than

anyone that southeast Kansas, Neosho Caaomggrticular, was the center of historical development for

much of the southern Kansas region. He reflected this in a 1931 quote to Sister Lillian@ Qiwens:s 7 o
Countyismuch i cher [ n earl y hi st or yWihihfwemoesths efthe moakr o wn (
distribution he wouldreceive extraordinargcognition for his civic and literary contributidasmd then he

would be gone.

But before he left, he had one mangportant campaigio oversee

Library Was a Priority

W. W.o6s final passionate boost for hiJegnetd980mmuni ty
headWAMadern @ity Gr aves wrote that wadhemoBtanodern cityfitst h t wo
size in Kansas. We need better streets and a public'fiiradg used this article as an opportunity to

kick off a library project and he pledged to donate $500 wahik pérsonabooks and &ookcase that

would hold most of them. To injectrse urgency into his project he said:

15 journal February 7, 1952

118 Journal June 29, 1950.
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oNow [ s t he t i me&ournahtéwmmay mebe on egrté then, henceldh e
not delay too lorig. 6

This was the opening round fitve development of whistecamehe Graves Memorial Library in St. Paul.

Thelibary project got a good start but probably took
the end. However, ia January 11, 1951ournal article he expressed confidence that the project was in the
right hands:

a't /s expected that some rgabgress will be forthcoming now concerning a hew Public
Library for St. Paul. The various Home Demonstration units in the community are
checking into the matter and this sheet has always predicted that when the women start a
project it goes over in abivay. Now let's all boost for a Public Library for this

community o

A Home Demonstratiolt® team made up of five Home Demonstration units took on the project, divided
responsibilitiesand set out to make it happe@ne of the most pressing elements effitoject was to
secure a location for the library; but othertaishs included securing books and other media, furnishings,
city or township involvemeaind overall funding. By November of 19 project had gained enough
steam and recognition thae Pittsburg Public Library stepped up and ple@@@dbooks. With the

Graves booksnd others already pledgée Pittsburg donation brought the total to 1,000 BGokand

to sweeten the interest pot a little more, in March of 1952 Pittsburg adttest @50 books to their total
donatiort®®. Books were rolling in but fundraising was also a prioritglesatts of events were planned
and carried out to pull together money for the project. Never lacking an opportunity to pull in cash, even
the W. W. Graves banquet (below) was promoted as a fundraiser for his library project and it pulled in
$318.79 toward the cause.

By 1953 he original Home Demonstratioaam decided to form a Library Board. While the teams would
stay engagendth the projecttheLibrary Board would be the governing party with regard to guidance and
decision makingAt about the same time the city council resolved to erect a library building in the city park
if the governing body saw fit and could provide funding to do so.

In Juneof 1954 the Library Board announced that the school board had approved a plan to open the
library in the west side school building until another facility could be completed. A week later the entire
team of Home Demonstration members and board membsesrdded and resolved that the library

7 Sometime in the mithirties Graves began to refer to himself with thephedr s on phrase 0The Journal ma

the clear voice of the Journal and he would use thigteintroduce an editorial or article; and it would be followed with opinion,
advice or @ppendik BSMThe Joarpahvdad . i s 0a smal lursmanlpl mamd odmmerdtos that v
in David OdBryands book O0Annals of St. Paul: The Swan Song

“Home Demonstration was initiated by the Department of Agric

agricultire colleges and local agriculture (now extension) agents. The purpose was to distribute skills assistance and homemaking
information to rural families by breaking regions and rural areas into several units. The reporting structure allmitseddocal

disseminate information from the colleges and Agriculture Department to households, through the units, and take sofhe burden o

of individual field offices. By the 19300s the Home Demonst
began to change. Communities realized that the organized units were also well equipped to tagei@rntamand civic

projects as well as rural education. The St. Paul library project is a good example of such a project.

119 Journal® November 22, 951

120 30urnal March 20, 1952
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would be named 06The Gr a'. eFsrreslsom ankrown| theRecnjdhingof Li br ar
the library was delayed until May 1855.

The library remained in the west school for about two years until thé lsgchbdecided it needed the

space for school operations. In Augustof 1®857e | i brary was moved to an ab
building on the south side of St. PatA d®prelated,i n st r
but applicabléo current library governance, the voters directed the Mission Township to assume

responsibility for the Graves Memorial Library during the fall 1959 election. This transfer of responsibility,
which remained under the direct governance of the Libraryl®b&irectors became effective during the
springof1968°. Whi l e it wasndt completed until several ye
OModern City psetiledasd receivetpappeopriatd government support.

Honoringan o EsCieteiffiean 6

By 1952 the regional community of editors, historians, religioditizens realized they had a very special
person among thefff. They also knew that if they were going to honor him they needed to do it because
the grand ols fsadiodng.r 6 sArnd ftehewa probably didndt r e

In the spring of 1952 the five local Home Demonstration Units, the same team he relied on to get his

|l ibrary project going, deci dand, adttmghdtwaspantiofhis a bangq
mission, the proceeds from the banquet would benefit the library project. There are likely very few people

in our area that have received the level of honor and recognition that was bestow&tl.dN NGraves

on the evening of M&4, 1952. For that matter, there might be few Americans who have received the
combined respect from dndian Nation and the Catholic Church that he receivatievening

The banquet was held in the St. Francis School gymnasium and was part of afleelhDistrict

Kansas Press Association. G. W. Blair of Oswego, president of the association, held a business meeting at
3:30 and the banquet began at 6:30. About 240 people attehdediard to imagine that a banquet in St.

Paul could be attended by the diversity of interest groups that attended. The group included a bishop,

Indian chiefs, farmers, businessmen, state officials, college presidents, Press Associatiortlexecutives,
president of the Kansas State Historical Society, pressmen from across southegatiKansa&r av e s 0
friends from St. Paul . W. W.6s wife, Susie Gibbo
in most of the press photos that were takahevening.

The evening program included an ination and a series of addresses given by distinguished guests and
clergy.He also received a letter from Kansas Governor Arn extending his greetings and recognition for the
program held in his honor.

121 Journal June 24, 1954

122 30urnald August 8, 1957

123 30urnald March 3, 1950

crom Gravesd St. Paul Journal obituary of July 24, 1952: 0
Tuesday evening. W. WGraves, who for a lifetime delved into the mystery of the past, in addition to editing and publishing the
St . Paul Journal , coll apsed and died from a heart attack abo

125 The region, at the time, would have beemeéeffias southern Kansas, northern Oklahoma and the Topeka area. Today, with

the influence of Graveds wor k, it is significantly | arger.
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Bi shop Mark K. Carroll deliliwetadkihg ebenitin@davié:s
the history of the regionhesafdEver yone of wus s [ nterested in his
too often it gives credit to the vagon p e oHe mentioded Alexander the Great, Napoleon, Hitherd

Mussol ini as men occupying prominent places in hi

woul d be at t he-wantedlistihthey wenealivé-t@dhypraisingMr. Gtaves the

Bishop went on to say:

oBut thank God t her@&theistsry ddpeaple Wiwreallgdowhe t o hi st or
Peopl e who have subli mated and wupl i fted mankin

SUN PHOTO
BECOMES A BRAVE-W. W, Graves, Standing behind Graves is blanket-draped Paul
g::eAerEBSt. Paul editor and author, receives a Pitts, principal chief of the Osages. Mrs. Graves
war bonnet and honorary ftribal membership and the Most Rev. Mark K. Carroll, bishop of
from Osage Indians at a banquet in his honor the Wichita diocese of the Catholic Church, look
Saturday night. Adjusting the colorful headgear on with interest,
is Fred Lookout Jr., son of the late Osage chief, (Additional Picture on Page 12)

\ AL W AT * * *

Figure25- Parson Sun Photo of June 2, 1952 Shayihe Presentation of an Honorary Osagebe Membership
to Mr. Graves at his recognition banquet on May 31, 1952.

The Bishop then commended Graves for doing a terrificspimething we can never thank him enough
f or dMeahasgwritten athistory @al people, the people around him who have contributed to welfare
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and progress of community, staed nation with their everyaday acts. His name will always be held in
benediction by ug . We honor his as a gent | endithoughtfulngse per s or

Among the accolades received by Grawesstand out as remarkabBlespecially when both were received
by one maron one evening

1) A VaticanKnighthoodof The Orderof St. Gregory

After the speechhe Bishop, on behalf of Pope Pius XlI, presented
Graves with a scroll notifying him he had received the VatmghtkKood
of the Order ofSt. Gregorlf®. This special honor is bestowed
uponRoman Catholic meand women (and in rare cases to-non
Catholics) in recognition of their service to the Holy See and the Rorr
Catholic Church, through their unusual laborsy gwgpport of the Holy
See, and their excellent examples set forth in their communities and
countries.lt is considered to be the highest honor possible for a Cathc
layman.

I n Gr a ythe&nightltoadsvas awarded in recognition of his ljtere
contributions to the church. This included recording the work of the
Osage Mission missionaries in service of the Osage people; and the Jesuit

missionary work across the Kansas, OklahanmthMissouri frontier.  Figure26 - EightPointed Cross
While there are four levels of St. Gregaeceiving this honor plate  Insignia of Knighthood of St.
Mr. Graves in the company of Eunice Kennedy Shiupert Gregory the Great

Murdoch andRicardo Montalban

1% Graves was presented with the scroll and a separate document acknowledging his appointment. Actual investiture, with a medal

was to occur at a later date. Graves death just weeks after the banquet probably precluded formal investiture and receipt or
wheeabouts of the medal is unknown.
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Figure27 - Papal Scroll Thawotified Graves of His Knighthood

2) An Honorary Membershipf the Osage Tribe.

The other presentation was of a rare honorary Chief of the O
Tri be. This included a beafp
presentation was made by Fred Lookout Jr., son of the late,
famous Osage Chief Fred Lookout, who waseaaikrse,
personal friend of Graves. Also present was Paul Pittshéhen
principal chief of the Osage Natipand Andrew Gray member
of the Osage tribal councill traveled from Pawhuska, OK to
honor Graves. Honorary memberships of the Osage Tribe af™
in themselves, rare but a

The Osage presentation also proclaimed Gravad'el a-Za
XaNeKa-Zhinbwhich was interpreted by his Osage brothers

'ﬁgureZB- The Headdress That Was

oMrrMan of the Journalod. B O tpresented to Graves is on Display att" I €€ 09
Gravesd friendship with t heOsageMissionNeosho County efforts
the story of the Osages during their time in Kansas. Museum.

It couldbe argued that the prestige of the Vatican knighthood carried more weight than any of the honors

of the evening. But the writer has to believe th
Osage brothers might hagigen him apecial sense pfide andaccomplishmentlt was the story of the

Osage and the missitmwhich he devoted much of hisjdiend t he Jour nal woul d al w

newspaperlt isalso noted that of all of the photos of Grathext, have been founthe ones taken during
the presentation of the headdress are the only pictures showing a slighadadle of contentment.
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When asked to speak, the man of a million woats few to offer. With characteristic modesty Graves
minimized his accomplishmes and said they just came frorw / o dratherrth@rogenius.

ol have just been willing to work hard and [ on

from t¥%at fact. o

But one quote fromthe evenihge f t no doubt i n the ghisdeelipgasd mi nds a:
perhaps it was a premonitioné
ol 6m mi ghty sgdyadt taot htaov emyy ofua c e . /'t woul dndt

said over my tomb. o

Busy to the End

While his body was failing him his mind seems to temainedbusy,and in 1952 hstillhad irons in the

fire and he visited the Journal offaleostevery day There can béittle doubt that he kegtis historical

interests goingthat was his passion. He had a city librasgionunderway and happears tthave been

pleased witlits progress even though it would take a few years to complete. His banquet must have been a
rewarding, yet humbling, event for a man who alwaysdjadtsand plans to géhemdone; but was often
thinking abouthe community instead of himself.

On Judy 22, 1952William Whites Gravesollapsed andied of a heart attagthome in his beloved St.

Paul. While many knew his time was coming, the suddemrfidds deattsent shockwaves through his
immediate and extended communitis It had been leskan two months since the banquétvas then

that the southeast Kansas community realized that they had almost missed the opportunity to recognize a
life lived welt?

27 The source of this and the following quote from Graves is the June 1, 1952 issue of the Pittsburg Sun.

Graveds obituary appeared in many papers includramgs the Kans

attended by representatives of state and local government and newspapers across the region. The letter from Bisbtp Mark Carr
bishop of the diocese of Wichita shown in is just one example of the condolences that flowed into St. Paul.

129 keepig with the respect he had earned from the eastern Kansas Journalists, the pallbearers at his funeral included six area

editors: E. W. Johnson of Chanute, F. W. Brinkerhoff of Pittsburg, Clyde M. Reed of Parsons, Kerm Powers of Thayer (and
publisher of thest. Paul Journal(, Guy Dyer of McCune and Paul Nelson of Erie.
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Figure29- This Letter of Condolence, From the Bishop of the Wichita Diocese, is Only One of the Messages That
Flowedinto St. Paul aftelW. W. Graves' Death
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AppendixA @ The Owens Letters

SistemM. Lilliana Owens, S.lwas a native of St. PautlanSiter of Loretto. She was alshistorian who
wrote articles on theorettinesin southeast Kansas aheé Osage Mission. Her articles appeakamsas
Historical Quarterliegshe Kansas Historical Society Web Site and are available at othensd®ati

Between 1930 and 1936 W. W. Graves wrote several letters to Sister Owens, some of which appear to be

responses to letters or questions she had asked of Graves. Soneeletti¢heprovide biographical
information about Mr. Graves. The contenttu lettersstranscribed belot:

November 6, 1936:

0S/i ster Lilliana:

/ do not know the address of Mrs. Munding, but leerld. A. Munding Jr. is a well
known business man in Muskogee, and a letter addressed in his care would reach her.

CharleyBeechwood is at 1821 Main, Joplin. It is quite pra&1ahl if you write a general
letter for information you will not get much, but if you can make up a list of questions for
them to answer, you will get an answer to each. That has been my expegieiog /
information from people not used to writing. Mrs. Greenwood lives in the same block with
your mother here in St. Paul. The Wheat Girls who are members of your order, were
pupils in the school prior to 1880 and they ought to be able to hesoyms

The early official records of which | spok

e
Schoenmakerso just as they were copied from

employed through the N. C. W. C. They date back to 1847, and cotoah@time after
the Civil War.

!/ believe if you can arrange to come here for a few days so you can ask lots of questions
and have access to the church records, private collections, etc. that you wifl have no great
difficulty in getting plenty of informat, br a splendid article.

As to myself: The best | have is contained in my two books. If you come here you can
have access to my scrap books and the Journal ésanswer any questions | can by
mall, but to start out and attempt to write somgthew for you would be a big task and
then might not be what you want.

Wi shing you every success | am Yours Truly,

April 14, 1931

0 De ar -I90mothave the article you refer to, but your can probably get a copy direct
from Rev. Urba de Hasque, Oklahoma City, Okla. | have only some clippings from his
writings.

130 Refer tohttp://www.kshs.org/p/kangdstoricalquarteriytheearlywork-of-thelorettinesn-southeastern

kansas/1306for her article on The Early Work of the Lorettines in Southeastern Kansas
131

Several of these letters are on stationary of the Kansas Catholic Historical Society of Atchison, Ks. W. W.&raves was
founding officer of the society; served as itpvident until 1937 when he became president.

132 This date could be 1936 but the type is partially obscured on the letter.
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In so far as | know, no history of the town of Osage Mission by itself has ever been written.
The antecedents and some referenuaieapft o i ts est

Osage Mi ssiono. A more extended history may b
County, and Andreads History of Kansas. The [/
You might find a copy in the St. Louis Library or the Mo. Historipeie$/ of St. Lours.

The copy | have i s i n very bad condition, and

work which I can send you.

/| have been preparing the o0Annal s of Osage Mis
yet to be of any value touyolf you need information or particular points we can(?) this
for you.

! would like very much to getcopies @¥éo /| d | et t er s of dfour Paul sbé6 yo
Kansas Catholic Historical Society, could you tell me what it would cost to get coplies made
on atypewriter?

Not having heard from you for quite a while, | supposed you had completed your work.
Do not fail to send me a carbon copy of the final draft of your article.

With best wishes am Yours Trul y, w. Ww. Graves. O

August 13, 1931.:

0 S/ lflfarmay Webster Grove Mo..

Dear Sister:- Please do not think because | have been slow in answering your letter of

April 15, that | have lost interest in your historical researches. | spoke to Buthabout

Rager history and he told me they had oneveodd send it to you, which | presume he

aid. It is about the best history of Osage Mission in a general way that | know of at present.

/! have started o0The o0CHaumhknow If kvif evarcomplele a g e Mi s si o
them. Just now | am revisiaiy other story. | do not have a lot of time to devote to these,

hence | am very slow with them.

You wrote about finding the originals of some
you aver ascertained on what terms or conditions we might opias @ them.

We haveorganized Neosho County Historical Society that is digging up a lot of data that
was about to be lost. NeosBountyis much richer in early history than even our own
people realize.

If | can help you in gathering data do nottagsito write me. | may be a bit slow, but /
like to do that kind of work, and in a way am helping myself in doing it.

Very Truly Yours, W. W. Graves

January 20, 1935:

O0Dear Lilfganas-1 er

Your letters cammin due time. My only excuse for this galaanswering is that | have

been very busy. [ did much of the mechanical work in printing the Broken Treaty myselr,
and it was a bigger task than | anticjpated, and even then | let some flaws get by me. | have
received some nice newspaper notiesitthe book and am meeting with fair success in
selling it. If, however, | should charge wagraie tme | put into it, | fear | will be quite a

while in collecting the full amount.
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At your suggestion, | wrote to the St. Laélngversityand they sent me copy of your
dissertation | have just completed the task of copying from it such parts as | thot might be
useful to me, and will the week turn it over to your mother, for | am sure she will take
pleasure in reading it. You have done a great wofkttwe historical writers in

assembling such a great amount of date from original sources and such as forms the very
basis of history. | wish | could have had some of it when | wrote my first, second and third
books. It shows a very great amount of &ntélabor spent in research and in sifting out
discrepancies. [ cannot praise it too highly.

As to the location of my old home, | fear | may have indefinite ideas. Itfisdiftpars

since lleftthere. It appears to me that on our way home froretdt@where dad did most

of histrading we followed the road towards Manton until after we crossed a toll bridge

over the creek, then we turned to the right up a creek-trillasary of the creek on which

Manton is located. Just before we got to a s$bose we turned to the left, and ou

house was on the top a ridge back some distance frooathdt was a log housetha

box addition. The barn was also logs. | was baptized at Manton and my middle name is

thatof Father Whitesvhowas the pastahere. The same is true of the name of W. W.

O6Bryan, but he was probably baptized at some
Holy Cross. Just before coming to Kajsasived for a short time on the original Graves

farm over nearwkhareara Waddtoawf fi ce call ed Mc/l nty
then traded in Springfield but still attended church at Manton, disdme trading at the

little store there. | visited a number of real moonsi@ae boy and also the Lancaster

distillery onRolling Fork. One moonshine was raldthin a mile of our house véwve

lived there. Youwcan see where | got the background for the opening chapters of The

Broken Trealy.

My mot her s fol ks were names Bal lTheyd and Sci ss
attended church at Holy Cross and traded at least partly at Bardstsfathéd was

Matson Ballard. She had a brother named Gonza Ballard, who died a few years ago. Her

si ster marri ed dad?d s hebsonslivéiirethe BeMWatldwaistrddt and s ome
yet. | have a brother buried at St. Rose. Dr. Spaulding was our first doctor. Some of the

older Sisters might remember me.

| have recently received some valuable help from Sister Mary Bawd point that was
troubling me, hence youeséhe helping is not all one way. As in your case, | am getting
back full measure and heaping over. And we are all better off | hope because of this
cooperation. | assure you | am mighty well pleased with my share of the favors.

Not wishing to time yolenger, | will close with the best of good wishes from Mrs. Graves
and myself.

Yours Truly, W. W. Graves

March 8, 1936°*

oDear Sis+ter Lilliana:

¥This reference is probably to Sonsttehre Malrayi nPsadu.l Fitzgerald,

“This, and the preceding, letter provide as much aeurate in
There are varying opinions, in writing, about his birthplace but this is assumed to be accurate.
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Since you say you are filing my other letter in your archives, in order to make sure about
some things, | he obtained from my father who now lives in Linton, Indiana, more

definite informationAc cor di ng to hi s report, | was born a
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Matson Ballard four miles north of Holy Cross on the Nelson
County sideofte [ i ne. My mot her 6s mai den name was Mi

Amanda marri ed my father ds [GravessetttementRi c har d Gr
over near Bear Wallow, where afterward the postoffice of Mcintyre was established. Her

sister Hegn married Wm. Greenwell, who later moved over near Bardstown. She had two

brot hers Marion and Gonza Ball ard. / am reaso
/! was four months ol d when my parents moved o
as descriteéin a former letter. When | was about seven years old the family moved to the

old Graves homestead adjoining the Dick Graves place near Bear Wallow.

James Paul Graves was my father. He was a son of Joseph Graves and Matilda Simpson.

Joseph Graves wasumed twice, first to a Miss Harlow, then to Matilda Simpson. James

Graves was the youngest child of the second marriage. Two daughténsthitireage

becane Sisters of Loretto. One of them was Sister Ligouri. He does not remember the

name ofbe other. They were much older than father and were profeiayg the first

members of your order. | do not recall having seen either of them, and it is my opinion

they died about the time | was born. Grandmother Simpson had a brother with General

Jack on i n the battl e of New Or/l eans. My Ffat her
the Union army and died in a hospital in Nashville, Tenn., during the war. The Grave

family came to Kentucky from Virginia.

James Paul Graves was born in Kentucky raidgg from the birthplace of Aligncoin,

on April 12, 1850. He was married to Minerva Ballard in in the Manton church

November 15, 1870. | was born October 26, 1871. We came to Osage Mission February
18, 181 | was married in Greenbush. | took adwof the Journal January 1, 1896. Mrs.
Graves Maiden name was Emma Hopkins. She came to Kansas from near Pike, New
York around 1876.

! hope you will be interested in looking up the record of Sister Ligouhieasdter.

Father would be interestedkinowing more of his hasfsters. They were much older than
he was. His father died before the Civil war. His mother lived to be almost $@dd/ear
and died after we came to Kansas.

Trul y Your s, w. w. Graveso
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COUNSELLORS

Bt Rev. Mugr. ¥. Orr, LL. D., Kansas City
Bt Rov. Msgr, Willlam M. Farrell, LL. D.,
Wichita

Bt Rev. Msgr. A, T. Ennls, LL. D.,
Concordia

Rt Rev. Msgr, J.- A. Bborter, LL. D.,
s Leavenworth

Bt Rev. Msgr. Patrick Molnerney, LL. D.,
Topeka

B& Rev. Megr. B. 8. Kelly, LL. D,
Leavenworth

Very Rov. ¥. J. O'Hern, 8. J., 8. Marys

Very Rev. John P. Miller, O. 88, R.,
Wichita

Very Rev. Theodore Judd, C. P., St. Paul
Very Rov. Pathor George, O. M. Oup., Hays
Rev. J. A. Pompeney, LL. D., Newton
Rev. J. W. Maher, D. D., Parsons

Rev. A. J. Luckey, Manhattan

Bev. Edmund Pusch, O. 8. B., Atchison
Rev. Prosper Stemann, 0. ¥. M., Emporia
Rev. M. G. O’Leary, Topeks

Bev. J. J. Conway, Abllene

Rev.
RBov,
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev,
Rov.

T. J, O’Sulllvan, Wichita
Wm. Sohaefers, Wichita .
David Egan, Halstead
John M. Sklenar, Pilsen
John FitzGerald, Herington
J. J. Maclnerney, Chanuto
Leon A. MoNelll, Wichita

RBov. Mother Mary Ollve Mgad, Leavenworth

Bev. Mother Lucy Doolsy, Atchisen
Rev. Mother Jerome Schaub, Paols
Bev. Mother Mary Rose, Concordia
Ven Sister M. Martine, Wichita
Ven Sister M. Dorothea, Dodge City
Ven Bister Anolnotie, Salina
J. W. Gibbons, Topeks
James Malone, Topeks
M. J. Healy, Topeka
C. A. Beeby, Hays
T. P. Downs, Topeka
T. J. Sweenoy, Lawrence
Alicia Johems, Wichita
P. W. Goobel, Kansas City
T. J. Flannelly, Independence
B. J. Sheriden, Paola
David D. Leahy, Wiochita
C. J. Bryant, Independence
Hubert Lardner, Fi. Boott
L. H. Hannen, Burlington
John MoKenns, Kingman
Nellle Oonrad, Pittsburg
T. J. McDonald, K. 8. G., Wichita
Margaret Hickey, Kansas City
Lydia Atyeo, Emporia
J. Arch Lewis, Wichits
Frank E. Oarroll, Lesvenworth
Eulalia Erbacher, 8t. Marys
Nellle Roach, Emporia
Agnes Hannligan, Topeka
B. Anna Quinn, Btrong City
Linna E. Bresette, Topoksa
Teresa Ryan, Emporia
E. J. Brown, Emporia
D. M. Bowen, Pittsburg
James R. Start, Hays
J. P. Onllaban, Manhattan
A. T. Donohus, 8t Marys
Loulse H. Everhardy, Leavenworth
T. ¥. Byrues,

Leo Nusbaum, Atchison

Emmet J. Dignan, Seneca

Charles MoCarthy, Emporia

Thomas MoNally, Pittebury

Jehn T. Dowd, Bt. Paul

H. C. Wldgen, Holuington

Alex Brinkman, Olpe Y
Richard G. Erbacher, 8t. Marys

Thos. H. Kiniry, Belol$

Aubrey J. Roberts, Herndon.

- James O'Leary, Chesryvale
Ernest Poay, Bellefont
H. O. O’Rellly, Strong City
Thomas Noone, Kansas City
B. L. Hogan, Newton
H. J. Roetzel, Wichita
Adolph G. Ditsch, Kansas City
J. W. Rick, Wichita

Figure30 ¢ Part of aHandwritten Note on Kansas Historical Society Stagbhke
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AppendixB d Journal Editorial CommentdName Change

E. B. Clark was the editor of the Journal in 1895 when the name of the town was changed from Osage
Mission to St. Paul. While he was not Catholic, he vigorously opposed the name change out of respect for
Father John Schoenmakers and the Jesuit andd.anetsionaries who founded the mission and the town

of Osage Mission: The content of two editorials; one before and one after the July 1, 1895 name change
areshown below. Itis also interesting that the final issue of the Osage Mission Journal7eri38%e 2

did not mention the change.

Editorial Comment of March 17, 1895.

This editorial was introduced with an article fromthe GirardWarlid it appears as t hou
approve of the change either:

OThe Citizens of Osdahe kegisidirste change tifeaame ofph&t i t i/ on
city to St. Paul. What is the matter with the old name of Osage Misswas’ given to
that place byts founder and ought to be good enough for present cifzeiard World.

About fifty years ago Fatftechoenmaker left civilization and the comforts and luxuries

thereof and made his way through the wilderness and across the barren prairies, unknown

to white habitation, and settled upon this spot, then in full possession of the red man, the

Osage tribe dhdians, and established a mission here to educate and Christianize them

and natwurally called the place o0o0Osage Mission.
assistance in this noble work. He was soon joined by others otddsriedfng band of

Jesuitaind their work was crowned with phenomenal success. But for the valor, courage

and setacrifices we would not likely be enjoying the blessings of our present happy

surroundings.

/s anyone ashamed of the work of the grand old missionary whladaltake his life in his
hands and come out into this, at that time, uninhabited wilds of the far west and labor for
the civilizing, Christianizing and educating the red man? Would the good father, if it were
possible for him to drop in on us give us h@rapal to wipe out of existence all of the
memory of his forty years of hard work by changing the name of the town?

While we are no devotee to his church, yet we admire and honor his memory and noble
work, as much perhaps as some who are of his churcleand&aot from whence a good

thing comes; we admire it, we love it. We are not so bigoted that we cannot show it proper
respect and homage. Take away the name of Osage Mission from this town, and you will
obliterate its historic associations and the meworone of the grandest men of the
century. Do you want this?o0

Editorial Comment of July 1, 1895:

oln conformity with the official change of the
court under the laws of the state of Kansas, and the changeanté of the (&1 office to

conform thereto byhe order of the post office department to take effect this first day of

July, we have changed the address of the Journal commencing with this issue, to St. Paul,
NeoshoCounty, Kansas, and have adopted trae it honorably bore for nineteen years.

viz: The Neosho County Journal. The first issue, August 5, 1868, was under the name of

the Osage Mission Journal. In 1871 it was changed to The Neosho County Journal. In

1890 it was changed back again, by JoOBmRL to its original name the Osage Mission
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Journal. Now the name of the town has been changed and it seems most proper that its
old name which it bore so many years should be restored to it.

It is the oldest paper in the courand has had a continue and uninterrupted existence
for nearly twentgeven years. [t has always upheld and encouraged the interests of this
town, and the county, and it will continue to do so without prejudice or fear of any kind.
The Journal belongs to the people of thertand community and their interest will be
served to the utmost extent by its present management.

As we close this twersgventh year we propose fo give our readers an anniversary
number, which will review the early history of the town and will corgajn m
reminiscences of the early setttersome of themthis will be most interesting to every
o/l d settl!ler in the county. o
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AppendixC d Notes and Clips about Abe Steinberger

W. W. Graves only had @boss in the Newspaper business. B
During his 21/2 year internshiff® with the Pittsburg World / e

Girard World, he worked foAar on Beaver 0ADbes
Steinberger. As luck would have it hdezhup working for '
one of the more visible and colorful editors in this region at ¢ 4
that time*®.

Abe Steinberger was born in lowa County, lowa in January of§s
1852. He died in Tulsa in April d©35 and is buried in
Grace Lawn Cemetery near Howard, Kansas. During his
careerhe rubbed elbows and butted heads with newspaper
editors and politicians at several locations in Kansas. He was®™
known for fiery editorials and taking unpopular positibns a
more than one location in Kansadse gained some national
notoriety for being the publishertbe Progressive Era :
publication O0The Bull Moosebd. Steinbergerds inf
might haveaught Graves to put a little vitriol in dwen Figure31- Abe Steinberger (standing)

editorials from timéo time.

The following is just a collection of clips taken from Graves, the Crawford County Historicalb8&dciety
other internet sources that provide a little background on Steinberger. Most are in chronological order
except fothe lastitem. Theendin c | i p f WLife end GetteaswoleFatisers ®onziglione,
Schoenmakers, and Other Early Jesuits at Osage Migsioides an interesting link between Abe
Steinberger and a prominent Osage Mission missionary priest.

Three Clips from the Howard, Kansagea™":

Standard History of Kansas Article
http://skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/archives/1918ks/biot/thompste.html

From the time he was eleven years of age Thomas E. Thongpdimued his education in the

public schools of Elk County. When thirteen he entered a printing afBaston in Howard

County and completed his apprenticeship by experience in several newspaper plants. He was barely
twentyone years of age when in 1881 he and his father bought the Howard Courant, and its

business management and editorial control haveilé&&nhands ever since. The Howard

Courant was established in 1874 by Abe Steinberger, and it has always been a republican paper and
is still the official organ of Elk County. Mlhompson is a very competent newspaperiziad is

one of the few journalssin the State of Kansas who have been continuously identified with one

135 Gravesworked for Steinberger from May, 1893 through November, 1895.

136 \When Graves took over the Neosho County Journal in January of 1896 he received his initial financial baBkiag from

FitzsimmonsandJ. F. Fitzsimmons The Fitzsi mmomes,dvhowrdoubtedly proveléd WbW. svith gedance
but neither were newspapermen. In fact the backing of B. B. might have been politically motivated because he atid his father
not want to see the local Democratic newspaper die.

37 These three clips retd to Steinberger in the Howard area are related to the last item in this appendix.
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paper in one location for so many years. He is the owner of the entire plant, aneekjisipyed
plant is located on Wabash Avenue. The Courant has its circulation and influenee Bk
County and surrounding counties.

Elk County Citizeni 1906

In 1874 the Ledger was moved to Elk Falls and continued there until November 1876, when old
Howard county became Elk and Chautauqua counties with the town of Howard made county seat
of Elk. The Ledger then moved to Howard. Abe Steinberger was publishing the Courant at
Howard and in a year or two the Courant and Ledger consolidated under the name of the Courant
Ledger. Steinberger sold to Mr. Reynolds his interest and retired. He waseabpostmaster at
Howard in Nov. 1881 and served until Oct. 1, 1886 and that same year Mr. Reynolds sold the
paper to Thompson & Son, the son being Tom Thompson, the present publisher.

ELK COUNTY - COURANT, Republican; Thomas E. Thompson, editand
publisher, Howard.

Weekly. Mar. 17, 1875 + 41 vols.

This paper is a continuation of the following: The Howard Cdwedgerfounded 1870 at

Longton, by Adrian Reynolds; moved 1874 to Elk Falls; again moved 1876 to Howard,;
consolidated 1877 with the Courander name of Courastedger, Abe Steinberger, editor and
publisher. Elk City Courant, founded 1874 by Abe Steinberger, at Elk City, Montgomery county;

Movedsame year to Longton, Elk county, where it was published for about a year; removed to
Howard, andcconsolidated with the Ledger. The Elk County Herald, Howard, founded 1881 by
Asa, Thomas E. and John A. Thompson; consolidtditedame year with the Courant.

He Got Into a Little Trouble in Kansas City

Winfield Courier, August 24, 1882.

Abe Steinbergewas tried in Kansas City Tuesday for publishing an obscene paper and fined five
hundred dollars.

Arkansas City Traveler, September 13, 1882. Editorial.

Abe Steinberger, publisher of tl&ip, submitted his case to the judge yesterday without jury,

trial, or argument, the question at issue being simply, "Were the paragraphs and articles
obscene?" Judge Jones, after glancing over the two last issues for a space of fifteen minutes, fined
Steinbeger $500, the full extent of the law.

He SoldHis Paperp The Gr i pé6:

Unknown Source- http://www.ksgennet.org/ks/ek/newspaper/newsarticles13.html
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Abe Steinberger has sold the Gopl.R. Hall, who will at once convert it into a Simon pure
Democratic newspaper.

Winfield Courier, August 7, 1884.

Abe Steinberger has sold hisward Gripto J. R. Hall, who will turn it into a Simpuare, square
toed Democratic sheet. Abe says in his valedictory that he will remain in Howard. It will seem
strange to think of Ab&s anything but a newspaper man.

Abeds Time in Crawford County:

The followingtems are taken from the History of Crawford County. There are hints, some not subtle, that
Steinberger was not highly regarded in the area:

ol/ln 1890 Pittsburg experienced a boom, of t he
those days. With Pittsbiigs b oom came, among ot her things, W
man with but little money and no newspaper ability. He started the Pittsburg World upon

the broadyauge plan. His career was short, however, and the plant fell into the hands of

Abe Steinberger aWW. H. Doud. He originated the Pittsburg Daily World. Doud

remained only a short time with the paper before the turned over his interest for a small

consi deration to Steinberger. The paper took
being hangeaieffigy two or three times by enraged miners over his vitriolic writings he

move the plant to Girard. His experience there is mentioned in another part of this

hi s t*B rbglowp

oThe Girard Worl d, daily and werelts/ y, was Sstart
existence was not over a year, however, when it was forced to suspend, and the material was
sold to A. G. Lucas who ¥tarted the I ndependen

The followingaltercation was described by W. W. Graves and it occurred while he worked for Abe
Steinberger:

OAbe Steinberger, under whom we started to /| ea
vitriol in his editorials when he felt disposed, and the editor of the other daily paper in

Pittsburg was often his target. In 1893 we were accangpliry Steinberger home to

supper one evening when a large man jumped onto Steinberger as we passed a corner and

soon had him down and was landing knockout punches on his face. Steinberger, like the

writer, was tall, and hungry looking and no matcliéoZ25 pound assailant. We

grabbed the big fellow by the collar and yanked him off, but soon had to do some good

<

sprinting to keep out of his reach. o

138

139

History of Crawford County, pages 134, 135
History of Crawford County, page 132
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Abe and Kansas Politics:

Kansas City Journal, July 12, 1897

ABE STEINBERGER IS SORE. Denounces Chief Jstice Doster for His Decision In
the Legislative Bribery Case.

Topeka. Kas , July 11 (Special.) Abe Steinberger, the acknowledged head of th#-theddiad
Populists of Kansas, condemns Chief Justice Doster In severe terms for his decision in the
legslative bribery case. Steinberger has always been a great admirer of Doster, and last fall when
Breldenthal and the whole crowd of fusion Populists were doing whabtkakin a secret way to
defeat Doster he was bending every effort to help him. Stgnliealso a warm friend of

Associate Justice Allen, and It made him sore on Doster when the latter took occasion to give
Justice Allen a back handed slap In the decision spoken of above Steinberger said that he had
always taken Doster to be a biggerfaimdr man than that He predicts that Judge Doster will live
to see the dayhat he will regret his actions. Steinberger says that anybody with a lick of sense
knows that Justice Allen delivered a legal opinion, that he refused to drag lisaofititcs,

and that Doster's opinion was nothing more than a disgraceful political stump speech

Link Between Abe Steinberger and Father Paul Ponziglione:

The foll owing i s t kifeandLetters offRathéfs Porziglioter Sshoendmakers) and
Other Early Jesuits at Osage Mis§ion I't suggests that Abe Steinbe
Ponziglione out of a tight spot in the Howard, KS area.

oFat her Ponziglione did not hesitate to go
On one occasion he came near losing his life in a Kansas blizzard on the prairie between
Winfield and Howard. In those days there weve fi@ices and roads between owere

merely trails across the country. The good Father was on his way home from a long trip in
the osout hwest <count ry o wihliteame adrivingsnawh e r ner 0
which soon covered all traces of the Téé broad prairie was one wide expanse of white.

He was not very familiar with the country and lost his way. He kept driving but came in
sight of no habitation. In due time his horses became so weary from the long trip in the
storm that they could go rarther. They stopped in a valley with the back of the buggy to

the wind that it might afford some protection from the storm. The Father was so cold he
could do nothing for his horses. There he was out on the open prairie, he knew not where,
with his horsesxhausted, a storm raging and no aid in sight. Neither he nor his horses had
had anything to eat since morning, and night was coming on. There he sat in his buggy,
telling his beads when Abe Steinberger, now of Oklahoma, but at that time a Kansas
newspapeman, came along on his way to Howard from Winfield, driving a team of big
horses. Mr. Steinberger told the writer of seeing the buggy a short distance off the trail and
going fo it. "'The good Lord will take care of me,"” was the reply the Fatherigguayis

as to how he came to be there, but he was so cold he could hardly speak this loud enough
to be heard in the storm. Mr. Steinberger helped the Father into his own buggy, wrapped
him in a buffalo robe, tied his horses behind his buggy and prodegdeward. Half

pulling the horses behind, they made slow progress but reached Howard just after dark.
Father Ponziglione was put to bed in a hotel and given "hot drinks,” and altho no serious
results followed his experience, he was not able to proceeavacatfor nearly a weék.
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AppendixD - Pictures Shows, Meeting Hallad Confusion

In August of 1908&he Journal reported that W. W. Graves and A. J. Hopkins were equipping the lot north
of the Journal office for moving picture shows. The followinghn@natves installed an electric light plant
to serve the Journal office and the picture show. This initial picture show theater was probably outdoors.

From 1909 through 1912 Graves built two gathering halls in downtown St. Paul. The first wasl first call
0OSummer Theater or Convention Hall 6 and the secon
in the downtown area for about 60 years after it was built, but the details of how and why the two buildings
were constructed in such a short time fraraesketchy. In fact, the location of the first structure is also
confusing.One thing that does stand out is the second building was considerably larger than the first one,

so rapidobsolescence might be a factiodecided to dedicate a separate chapténese buildirgand

their storymight be worthof a separate study in theute.

Convention Hall

The earliest newspaper articl es rTesfnamme thenochabhgedke f i r s
t o 0 Co nv e M darty desdrtionldafe first building appears in the February 4, 1909 issue of the
St. Paul Journal:

oThe city has granted a |/ ease on the seven fee
Graves. This land added to his own lot makes a striptirifeet wide anaoit will be

erected next month a oconvention hall o6 or sumn
An iron roof will be put over most of it, and the other part of the roof will be on rollers so

it can be removed at pleasure in hot weather. A flodvayalit in the room made

especially for dancing. Electric lights will be used for lighting, and in hot,waeather

number of electric fans will be used to keep the atmosphere cool for the dancers even on

the hottest night of the summer.

Moving picture entertainments will be given on Saturday afternoons and one or two
evenings in each week Lectures and other entertainments may be added from time to time.

There are not many towns of the size of St. Paul in which the people will hamg as ma
privileges for amusement and entertainment as will be found here during the coming
summer. The hall will be ready for wuse about

The description from this article seemslacpthe hall immediately north of his Journal Press Building;

betweerit and the fireenginehouse Figure33). The reference to electrical lights and fans alsosdeem

agree with this location because W. W. did install his own electrical plant at the Journal Office several years
before St. Paul hatkielectrical service. In a separate spGmaves said his Journal Office electrical plant

also provided 0j ui c“8 @hededeascrititne seemedtawork pnitil ¢ looked @ s h o w
more complete informati ooGraaes Hal belo®r avesds second b

Regardless of locatighis first building must have been built quickly because it was available, as promised,

by Easter. The April 8, 1909 issue of tifiest Jour na
Nook in Neosho County on Easter Monday Night909 During the next few yeathe Journal ran

frequent advertisements for pictteows, danceand other entertainment in Convention Hall.

140 Making Money, page 13
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CONVENTION I-IA LL

“The Niftiest Nook In Neosho County.”
ST.PAUL, .- - - KANSAS.

W
620 square-feet of dancing floor space.  Electric hts.
Electric Fans, e%entMusic Fine

OPENING BALL, Easter Monday Night. §
| fon: _ Gentlemen sbc Lsdies, whxﬁdance, Fhee, §

Figure32- Convention HallAdvertisementfrom April 8, 1909 Journal
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Figure33- Downtown St. Paul 1906 Showing the Location Described in February 4,, I90@nal.
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Graves Hall

Barely 21/2 years after the opening of the Convention Halle articles begum appear about a larger
structure that i s ¢ aof St.®all eotr@g of Bacenmber Hah gy s 6 An Annal

oThe foundation i s being [ aid for the new oper
Hall which will be torn down as soon as SsSpring

This entry is interesting because the corresponding St. Panall doticle does not mention tearing down
the existing Convention Hall:

oThe wor kmen began Monday to get things ready
opera *Yhouse. o

A followup article on March 21, 191&ays:

The masons began work on the new halhli&y but had to quit yesterday on account of
weather. The weather has beemstavorable thate hall will probably not be ready for
use much before May 1.6

Finally, the June 6, 1912 issue of the Journal gave a fairly detailed description of th#éskenafits to
St. Paul:

oGraves Hall

The above is the name selected for our new hall that replaced Convention Hall. This

name was first suggested verbally by Mayor Scott, but first suggested in writing as required
under the rules governing the nameteshby Miss Kate Munding who will get the prize

tickets. Nearly a hundred names were suggested. Some of them were very nice but more
appropriate for a theater than a geneungpose hall The judge to whom the naming was

given was much in favor of BfecHall for the name and the old name received much
consideration.

The building is not entirely completed yet but is far enough advanced that it can be used
and the opening ball will be Wednesday Evening, June 12, and it is probably that the first
picture show will be given on Saturday, June 15.

More than two months were required to construct this hall. It was a much bigger task than
we anticipated and since it is done it is really a bigger building than we first planned to
build. The building is 80 x 50 with the front 26 feet high. The negintfésides the stage
department, vestibule and gallery contains more than 2,500 square feet of clear floor. The
gallery contains 600 square feet of floor. All the partition walls in the building are made of
ribbedsteel lath and plaster and the dooesavered with metal. The little room in

which the picture machine will be operateglssbuilt of metal and plaster with not a

particle of wood about it. The new hall is therefore almost firelarleast very much

nearer fireproof than any otheritaling in St. Paul. There will be no occasion to become
frightened if you should be in the building when an accidental fire is started.

New electric light equipment has been purchased and the lights will be much brighter than
the old ones. Improvementave also been made in the electrical fan service.

Steam heating equipment will be installed before next winter.

141 Does getting things ready mean tearing down the original Convention Hall?
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A new moving picture machine has been purchased and the picture shows will be resumed
soon.

The stage is not yet equipped with necessarynsuaiall scenery, but we hope to have it
ready before the fall season opens, and to get some good shows, and good shows will go
anywhere they can get good patronage.

There is not a town the size of St. Paul in the state of Kansas that has as nice # public ha
as Graves Hall will be when it s completed. o

An adjacent article in the same issue of the Journal announced the Opening Ball to be held on June 6 1912.
A subsequent article on June 13 of 1912 described the opening ball attended by eighty cdupleslland t
was not crowded. The first stage show was shown on September 20.

An April 30 1931 Journal Article mentions the structure being modified as a garage, but many subsequent
articles announce sporting events, including basketball games, until eholh&dduilding was later
converted into a grain processing building by Beachner Grain Company.

Two structures in one Place?

It appears as though Convention Hall and Graves
Journal Press Building. Als s i nce St .itsdia eldctricdl plahnudtit 1913,nt slsoappéars
as though the first electrical service, poweredwe | |

generating systéfh

Comparerigure34 on the following page with the mag-igure33for the position of Graves Hall and the
removal of the Fire House that was just north of Convention Hall. The only logical way botls building
could have been built on the same ldhé Convention Hall was razed in the spring of 1912 to make
room for the bigger theater.

Well, | think so.

12 Graves says his original gasoline powered electrical generating plant was replaced with a steam engine, usingoexhaust steam t

heat the Journal Office and the picture show. Alegito him the interest generated from his electrical system encouraged the city
to vote a bond issue for its own electrical plant.

[5] See Distribution Statement in Foreword
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AppendixE - The Notepad

The Osage Missio@ Neosho County Museum has one of Brr a v e s @ovdreel pockieteapads
among their artifacts. The npselhas a small pocket inside of the front cover that contains his Kansas

Editorial Association member shi p awndantrids afe startedl 9 0 O .
from eat end of the book in two different categories:

1 Personal notes from 1892 through 1898
1 Short Quotes that must have caught his attention.

The personal notes are transcribed below pretty much as written and some of it is in the cryptic language of
a buddingeporter. Thenotehave been typed as written using his
including O. M. = Osage MissioWWhere question marks appear as (?) his writing is unclear or smudged.

It appears as though some of these notes are fairly raata gvhiearlylife, while otherseenrather

mundane. It is not known when these notes were wriftba.separatingates with colortsave been
added.

The short quotes thaehthought to write down might say something about how what he cortsitered
important. Considering that these were written more than 110 years ago many seem pretty applicable

today. It is unfortunate that many of the notdéschare written in lead pencdre smudged to thmint of
being unintelligible.

,
>
}
>
)
S
>
b
-
>
b
>
\

Fort Scott, Kan., January 22, 1900.
membership fee for one year in the Kansas Editorial Association.

fva//sm'er Kansas Editorial Association.
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1901, unless revoked for cause.

\'ﬂ

AAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Good until January 1,
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Figure35- Graves Notpad and Year 1900 Kansas Editorial Association Card.
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Personal Note$8920 1898:

1892:

x Commenced teaching school Sepl.892

1893

x  April 5693 Closed school

X 0 6 0 began clerking for my father

x May 7 wento Fort Scott Ks
X 0 9 Set type in the Lantern Office, F. S.
x May 10 Leave F. Scott. Change cars at Arqgetigo Pittsburgh, Ks.

x May 11 Set type in the Daily World office, Pitts. Commence boarding at the Eagle house at supper
time.

x May 12 Made a adract with the World. Am to work the first month free and get $1 per week from
the beginning of the second month. My wages to be increased as | advance.

x May 24 The OWorl doé changes hands. I still keep
x JunelO Goto Kansas City with first traextursion) over the K.C.P (?) R.R. to report trip.

x  July3 Wenthome on a visit. Went back to Pittsburg July 5.

x Aug. 6 Met W. F. Thompson of Arkansas City and show him over Pitts.

x  Oct.25 Gohome on a visit. Stay 4 days.

x Dec. 2 Go to Girard to take chargieGirard department of Daily World.

x Dec. 283 93 World moves to Gd. | take position as reporter.

1894:

x Mar. 1:94 Go home and visit until March. 4

x Mar. 20 Wages raised $1.

x  Apr. 23 Visit Cherokee

X 0 28 Tookmumpsad laid up for six days.

x June 23, @ home to O. M. till 25

x July 14 Visit Pittsburg

x July 29. Visit O.M. till 30

x Aug. 3 P8 (?) to collect

x Aug. 11 | am elected a delegate to Democrat Co. Convention but do not go.
x Aug. 17 Go to Osage Mission

x Aug. 19 Parents Leave for Montgomery, Indiana
x Aug. 20 Return to Girard

x Oct. 8 Visit Pittsburg

1895
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x  Mar. 17 Visit Osage Mission with Miss Hopkins

x  April 14 Visit Pittsburg

X 0 23 0 0

X 0 28 0 0

X 0 30 Wasmarried to Miss Emma HopkirgWent to Pittsburg until May 2.
x  May 4 Begin house keeping.

x May6 driveto O. M. to get books and case.

x May 7 resume work in World office at $7.50 per week.

x July 181895 Movednto Simpson Property.

x  Aug 250 have boil on hip and lose 1 wk work.

x Nov 9. Quit work at World office. Dailyssispended. Spend a few days at St. Paul and Pittsburg.
x  Nov 278 Moved to Pittsburg.

x Dec 16. Go to St. Paul nee Osage Mission, Make contract to become editor of Neosho County Journal
to take effect Jan 1896.

1896:

x Jan 20 Take charge of Journal Office

x Feb 88 Go toPg to move.

X 0 12 Move to Robbins place and foll owing Mon
x Feb 14 Make a trip to Kansas City

1897:

x Aug 1, 1897, buy the Journal and office.
1998:

x Feb 1, 1898, buy (?) property of E. S. Dunn

Short Quotes:

OThhmster of superstition is the people. I n all s
OAction may not always bring happiness but there

OA coward boasting of his courage maewhokeowei ve str
hi m. 6

ONot everything | egal is honorableo

0Cautious is the father of security.é

o0Do not waste time in useless regrets over | osses
o0Be silent when fools talk. o

0That which people say to your face is no indicat
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0Dm6t talk your good deeds to death. 6

ONo flower is jealous of another. ¢

0A fool may pass for a wise man if he knows how
0Give a |lie the right of way and it will wreck
OWomen make home a heaven or turn it into hell
OPersonal extravagande is often the parent of ¢

[4] See Distribution Statement in Foreword

t

. 0

r

t
h



Wy-La-ZaXaNeKa-Zhin i The Man of the Journal
The Life and Times of William Whites Graves Appendix F

Appendix Fd The Journal Man

Sometime in theniddle 1938, W. W. Graves began to refer to himself, from tbmgéme, with the third
person phrasmendéTheByouheal he was clearly the voic
used to start an editorial and was usually followed with an opinion, @adwiseggestion for action.

Foll owing are a few examples that were singled ou
Swan Song of the St. Paul Journal. David has more than thirty examples in his book and | have sifted out a
few of them.Some are humorous, some are pretty direct. They provide a little more perspective into how

this seasoned journalist thotughout life and the world in general:

Journald March 9, 1939

oThe Journal man offers t hi @8ynama Vihischass. Beware of
always been a policy of this writer. This is exactly contrary to the views of most people but

perhaps the editor is a bit contrary. However, if you sit down and make a record of your

dealing with the affable people and likewise vwasetivho are classed as a bit distant, you

will find that in close business connections, the latter are far more dependable and are far

less apt to the tricky.

Journald January 1, 1942

OF. S. Hopkins, who has been agcalledadParsogee of t he
last week without notice and informed his services were needed in an executive position in

the new shell [ oading plant. The Journal man
sideline in this newspaper business. Health arahaihg years were pressing incentives.

A younger man could better fill my place. But the exigencies of war necessitate many
changes whet her we | i ke them or not. 0

Journald May 13, 1943

OF/i fty years ago this weekhetPiasburgyDaily World! man wen
to learn the newspaper game and he is still trying to learn it. Twenty months later he

returned to his old home town and took over the Journal which, with the exoépiion

vacati ons, he has held these many years. o

Journald Juy 22, 1943

oln a [/ onger editorial starting with oThe Jour
delivery system used by the Shannon Owens and Simpson store here in {and880s

how it had recently become relevant agéheir deliveryman was Eddiest, who lived

Just north of the city school building. He had a large dog which he had trained to pull a

wagon. Eddie and his dog and wagon would keep busy every day delivering goods from

the store to its customers. The occasion for the fond memesmevaews that gas

rationing might soon curtail [ ocal deliveries.
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Journald September 30, 1943

0SS/ xty hsaduns thealgumal tman speaveral days in West Lincoln helping
Jack Phillips to cut, spread and fan castor beans. There aréwlaigsters now who do

not even know what a*®castor bean stal k | ooks |/

Journald October 26, 1944

oThe Journal man writes a most thought provoki
the upcoming presidential election. He being a lifdlsrgocrat it was surely a difficult

column for him to write. He praises the administration for its administration of the war

effort but worries that while we are fighting for liberty abroad the federal government is

encroaching on our liberties athomee Hends by saying, ol/ln consider
auty, we find the war issues tugging us at one side, and the unfavorable domestic tendencies

tugging at us from the other. A decision is not easy to reach, and it /s up to each individual

to make his owndécs i on. O

Journald March 18, 1948

oThe more money peopl e accept as ofederal ai do
government. That is the first step toward dictatoB8ialinism. We ought to have
enough sense to run our business. o

Journald Janary 27, 1948

oCongress [ s considering the proposition of ma
seventfive cents per hour. The Journal man opines that while that may be good for some,

there are others who can not earn that much but are willvagrkaather than go on

relief. Apprentices, too, often work in exchange for learning theiotrade.

Journald March 16, 1950

oUnder the headline, Too Too Attractive, the J
who had vowed not to advertise liguor were dhamg so. Graves says that if people of
Kansas buy it and drink it, why not advertise it?

Journald January 17, 1952

o w. w. Graves writes a front page editorial un
/s not deserting the Democratic payer half a century with a Democratic newspaper, but

he is so utterly disgusted with Truman that he is willing to cross party lines. In another

section, the editor of the Fredonia Herald, also an old line democrat endorses Ike.

143 \What would Graves think today?
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Appendix Gd His Desk andCard Catalogue

The W. W. Graves Research Room at the Osage Migdwwosho County Museum is privileged to have

Mr . G oall desksREmington typewrjtend note card catalog from the Journal Office. The card
catalogvas his databasesofbjects and where the information appeared in the Jolitmafour drawers
are | abeled oOFamily Names®¢, oadmdli a@QsgdganioLGamnieoms , ||
e. . 0. These notecards i ncl uandhadeptowwerdto ieayajuablec not e

tool to lead researchers to Journal articles.

Figure36 - Desk, Remington Typewriter and Card Catalogue Box from the Journal Office
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